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Early in this century 
the American hunter 
agreed to foot the bill for the 
restoration of dwindling 
wildlife populations. 

It took decades of 
dedication and $6 billion in 
hunters’ dollars. Deer, elk, 
antelope, wild turkey and 
dozens of other species 
rebounded. But now hunters 
themselves are on the 
endangered list. That means 
you, whatever you hunt. 

Sensationalistic anti¬ 
hunting stories like this one 
in U.S. News & World Report 
just feed the flames. There 
is a strong movement afoot to 
ban hunting. All hunting. 

And it’s gaining momentum. 

With this kind of media 
attack, many Americans are 
becoming convinced that you 
should hang up your bow, 
handgun or long gun forever. 
Fortunately for hunters, there’s 
a strong organization standing 
in the way: the National Rifle 
Association of America. 

Millions of NRA members 
have defended your right to own a 
firearm. Now 16 million hunters 
need to defend their hunting 
rights. Or accept extinction. 

Fight Fop Hunting Rights. 

Join the NRA. 

Call 1 - 800 - 862 - 2800 . 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 

Liberate Lithuania 

It'S fear that keeps the world's 143 independent nations from recognizing 
Lithuanian independence, but it's not fear of Gorbachev. It's fear of an 
independent Lithuania. 

What is wryly called the community of nations pretends Lithuania doesn't 
exist, because when it comes to the question of secession, most of them 

— including this one — are looking over their shoulders. If Lithuania leaves the 
Soviet Union today, can the Basque region leave Spain tomorrow, Scotland, 
Wales, and Ulster leave Britain the day after that, and Quebec leave Canada next 
week? Can Kashmir then leave India, Tibet leave China, and the Kurds carve a 
state out of Iran and Iraq? Can the Eritrians leave Ethiopia? Can the Karens get 
free of Burma and the Timorese free of Indonesia and the Tamilese free of Sri 
Lanka? Can Puerto Rico leave the United States? 

Most of the world's approximately two dozen remaining wars are secessionist 
struggles. They have replaced Marxist revolution as the single most common 
cause of armed struggle. 

The press claims Bush's refusal to recognize Lithuanian independence stems 
from fear that criticizing Gorbachev will weaken the reform movement in the 
Soviet Union. Maybe so, but if he is not also concerned that secessionist 
movements in the Soviet Union will awaken secessionist sentiment elsewhere 

— with all the danger and instability that implies in an age when fourth and fifth 
rate powers are acquiring nuclear, chemical, and biological arms — he is insane. 

That may explain why the response of the United States and the rest of the 
world to Lithuania's declaration of independence has been embarrassed silence. 
But it does not excuse it. It's a response that's contemptible, and wrong. 

It is contemptible to remain silent on Lithuania because Lithuania's cause 
both just and unique. The country is part of the Soviet Union only because it was 
invaded and annexed by Stalin in 1940. That invasion was one of the products 
of the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, the bargain between Hitler and Stalin to divvy 
up their neighbors that triggered World War II. Unlike other Soviet Republics 
contemplating secession, unlike most of the other secessionist movements in the 
world, the continued oppression of Lithuania and the other Baltic republics is 
part of the unfinished business of World War II and can be dealt with in 
that context. 

Lithuania's claim is clearly that of a wronged party seeking to be made whole 
again. Its national aspirations — independence and liberty — are those of the 
American people. To turn our backs on them is to turn our backs on our most 
deeply held values, and that is as contemptible as it is self-destructive. 

It is wrong to remain silent on Lithuania because appeasing the enemies of 
liberty never works. It only gives them reason to believe they can prevail. 
Allowing Lithuanian independence to be strangled in the cradle will no more 
further the cause of reform in the Soviet Union than allowing Czech 
independence to be snuffed out in 1938 moderated the conduct of the Third 
Reich. 

Gorbachev did not launch his campaign to restructure the Soviet Union 
because he became bored with Marxism. He did it because the Soviet Union 
had become economically, politically, technologically, and above all, militarily 
non-competitive with the West, because in the 40-year twilight struggle the West 
stayed the course. If there was any lesson to be learned from the Reagan years, 
it was precisely that: Stay true to principle and stay the course. It's a national 
tragedy and disgrace that Reagan's vice-president never learned 
that.^ 
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SEALS 

UDT/SEAL Operations in Vietnam 

by T.L. Bosiljevac 

The Vietcong feared them above all American troops. U.S. Navy SEALs staged ambushes, 
gathered intelligence, raided VC strongholds, captured prisoners and supplies and created 
havoc in the enemy’s rear areas. SEALs: UDT/SEAL Operations in Vietnam tells the dramatic 
story of these highly trained commandos in southeast Asia, from thg early coastal 
reconnaissance missions to the withdrawal qf the last SEAL team. Describing scores of 
combat missions, author and active-duty SEAL T.L. Bosiljevac recounts incredible acts 
of skill and valor by SEAL troops under fire. Sixteen pages of never-before-published 
photographs show SEALs in training, on patrol in VC territory and moving up canals 
in the Mekong Delta. This is the definitive book on this elite unit’s role in the Vietnam 
War. 5!£ x 816, hardcover, photos, 272 pp. $24.95 




CREDIT 

The Culling Edge 

by Scoff French 

This hard-and-fast course in pro¬ 
fessional credit counseling reveals 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
legally repair damaged credit the 
same way the pros do it and offers 
more devious tricks that work like 
financial black magic. Includes the 
70 least-known credit facts, getting 
cards with no credit check, dealing 
with collection agencies and more! 
8Vi x 11, softcover, 264 pp. $25.00 
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BE YOUR OWN EQUALIZER 
How to Fight the System and Win 

by Victor Santoro 

All men are not created equal in 
America. Be Your Own Equalizer 
is for take-charge people who want 
to create their own opportunities. 
Read this book and learn how to 
work the angles so you will get the 
job and salary you want, command 
the respect you deserve and hold 
on to what's rightfully yours. 5V4 x 
8 '/i, softcover, 104 pp. $10.00 



HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 
Insider's Guide to Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
In this sequel to his best-selling 
book, Credit Secrets, Hammond 
describes the deceptive web spun 
by the powerful credit bureau 
syndicate and tells how to get a 
copy of your credit report, interpret 
it and then force the bureaus to 
wipe the slate clean. Get back on 
solid financial ground for good. 5 Vi 
x 8%. softcover, 136 pp. $12.00 


MAKE 
MY DAY! 



MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George’s 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you”) fill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5Vi x 
8Vi. hardcover, 224 pp. $17.95 



TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by leff Cooper 

Combat mind-set. proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war — these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author also discusses various 
arms, fighting skills and the impor¬ 
tance of knowing how to defend 
oneself, and one’s honor, in our 
rapidly changing world. 5’A x 8’A. 
hardcover, illus., 384 pp. $26.00 



U.S, NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions. driving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8V? x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 



GET EVEN 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5V& x B'b, hard¬ 
cover. 208 pp. $17.95 
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CRIITIES 

High-Tech 
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COMPUTER CRIMES 
High-Tech Theft 

To stay on the cutting edge of in¬ 
vestigations in the computer age, 
you must have the info in this 
manual. Discover the nature of 
computer crimes and the com¬ 
puter criminal, as well as how to 
seize computerized evidence and 
detect the 12 major types of 
computer crimes. 8V4 x 11, soft- 
cover, 80 pp. $15.00 



PAYBACK! 

Advanced Backstabbing and 
Mudslinging Techniques 

by George Hayduke 
The "Dirty Harry of Literati," a.k.a 
George Hayduke. strikes again 
with another deadly shot of re¬ 
venge Get back at life’s bullies, 
bad guys and bureaucracies with 
these tear-|erking tidbits of do-it- 
yourself terrorism For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only 5'i x 8>, 
hardcover. 196 pp $17.95 


US. ARMV 
SPECIAL FORCES 
ft-TEAM 


WET NAM 
COMBAT MANUAL 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

This is the real thing, a reprint of the 
A Ditachment Handbook issued to 
all Special Forces A-Teams during 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabilia. 8% x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 296 pp. $19.95 



BREAK CONTACT, 
CONTINUE MISSION 

by Raymond D. Harris 
A widely praised account of the 
shadow war fought by MACV-SOG 
in Laos. Cambodia and North 
Vietnam. SOG vet Ray Harris tells 
the story of Ted Garner, a recon 
sergeant running missions out of 
the CCC compound, who discovers 
Ihe truth behind the SOG motto: 
“You have never lived until you’ve 
almost died. 1 ’ 5Vi x 8Vi, hardcover, 
368 pp. _ $22.95 



U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin’s brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field—600 pages show how to 
treat all kinds of diseases and injur¬ 
ies. In a new compact format, this 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4’A x 7V4, weatherproof 
softcover, illus,, 608 pp. $19.95 
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K udos from 
the COPS... 

Sirs: 

I do not know of any 
other magazine that 
holds truth, justice and 
the defense of true liberty 
more at heart and in 
contact with its avid 
readers than Soldier of 
Fortune: I have been a 
reader since 1976 when 
the magazine first came 
out. I salute each of you, 
in your ongoing quest to 
provide a light in the dark 
halls of treason, treachery 
and injustice that this 
nation has fallen into. 

"Command Guid¬ 
ance" continues to be, l 
feel, the best editorial 
anywhere in the free 
world for stating what 
needs to be stated: Hold 
Liberty strong, do not 
submit to gun control, 
prosecute the criminals, 
and stand firm on the 
Constitution! 

In a nation fraught 
with liberal decay and 
seething with anti¬ 
freedom messages 
everywhere (newspapers, 
TV. radio, etc.) Soldier of 
Fortune continues to be, 
and hopefully shall 
continue to be, an eddy 
in the tide of insanity; a 
stiff backbone to 
pressures of the current 
administration and 
others. 

I urge everyone, join 
the NRA if you haven't 
— but most of all, join 
Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. Nobody has 
done more to defend 
patriotism and the flag 
more than this magazine 
and its staff. I hope and 
pray for the continued 
support of its ideals and 
its standards of 
excellence dedicated to 
those who fight to keep it 
alive. 

As a police officer, 
your magazine is the only 
true survival guide! 

Michael W. Stewart 
Sugar Land, Texas 

Smokey, thanks for 
your support. You 
couldn't have said it 
more kindly if you had 
borrowed our own lips. 



M ore gun 

MAGAZINES... 

Sirs: 

These are pictures of some of the ordnance that was 
captured by U.S. troops during operation Just Cause. 
Each pallet box can hold up to 54 cubic feet of ammo 
or other ordnance such as LAWs and Chinese-made 
rockets. Looking in these boxes you find everything 
from a BB to 20mm linked. The boxes in the picture 
have rifle magazines from FN/FALs, G3s, Galils, Ml 6s 
and AKs. I would suspect that the numerous weapons 
systems and small arms made it hard for the PDF to 
keep proper maintenance on such an array of 
weapons. If Mr. Noriega had his shit together and 
uniformity among weapons systems we might still 
have been fighting them. The piece you did on 
Panama in the April issue was outstanding. Just 
thought I would return the favor for a job well done. 
L/Cpl R. P. Marsh, USMC 

IIHE-i^iHw-7' r ■ 



S HORT ON NEWS? 

TRY SHORT-WAVE... 

Sirs: 

Congratulations on your last few issues that have 
focused on Africa. Readers can gain more insight to 
events in southern Africa from the Voice of South 
Africa, broadcast on the shortwave band between 8-9 
p.m. Central Standard Time to the U.S. and Canada on 
11935,9580, and 9615 kHz. 

D.M. 

St. Louis, Missouri 


I^ETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK one of SOF's most 
popular columns. Share your opinion of SOF or any 
other topic you consider worth our reader's attention. 
Please be concise; we reserve right to edit for content 
and brevity. Although volume won't allow us to 
acknowledge or answer all mail, we read and value 
every letter: the best we will print in FLAK. Write to 
FLAK. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


D ON'T BLAME 
THE COPS... 

Sirs: 

Concerning "Drug War Firefight" 
(March '90): involved Rangers came 
down too hard on the Tacoma PD by 
implication. In our USA lobby 
democracy, police carry out orders 
given by elected politicians. If you 
don't agree with local drug policy 
and strategy, complain to the local 
politicians! Personally, I never met a 
cop I didn't like; politicians are 
something else. But then, they simply 
bow to the most powerful lobbies. 

Fifteen seconds (10-minutes???) is 
too long for a fire-fight; burst and 
scram. I though Rangers were pros at 
stealth; did they use brass catchers? 
John St. Clair 
Hitchcock, South Dakota 

We never met a cop we didn't like , 
either. Your observation that police 
carry out orders that emanate directly 
or indirectly from political entities is 
true, and obvious. There was no 
criticism of the Tacoma police 
intended, but aren't you coming 
down a little hard on SSG Foulk and 
his friends? This was not a "Ranger" 
operation — it was a neighborhood 
that was trying to defend itself from 
armed crack gangs, and it just 
happened a Ranger lived in one 
house. After the gangs openly and 
repeatedly threatened folks at the 
barbecue where neighbors were 
meeting; SSG Foulk prudently asked 
some friends over for the evening to 
sit it out. If my house came under 
attack I'd surely have returned fire to 
drive them off, too. Trust me, if Foulk 
and his friends and neighbors had 
wanted to take out their attackers 
— as opposed to break their siege 
— they would have used consider¬ 
ably less time and ammo. Yes , 
Rangers are pros at stealth and all 
other aspects of military' operations, 
but in this situation they were the 
attackees and simply returned 
suppressive fire when fired upon. It 
showed pretty good discipline to me, 
to have not taken out the whole lot. 
Most folks, when shot at, shoot back 
to kill. 

Regards the separate matter of how 
long a firefight should last: they just 
last until the shooting stops, which 
usually coincides with the point one 
side runs out of courage or ammo. In 
the Battle of the Bulge they had some 
that lasted for several hours. In the 
Tacoma incident, it evidently took the 
crack dealers 10 minutes to decide 
they weren't dealing with helpless 
little old ladies. But then, they may 
have been slow learners. And damn 
lucky Foulk and his neighbors didn't 
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come out of their houses and chase 
them down the street with lethal 
intent 


F ree press for commies, 
too... 

Sirs: 

Recently, two females were at my 
son's high school (Newton County 
High, Covington, Georgia) and 
handed out this newspaper. One of 
them was a member of the 
"American Socialist Party" and the 
other a member of the "American 
Communist Party." Is there anything 
we can do about this? 

Concerned Ex-Soldier and Citizen, 
Michael D. Lyles 
Oxford, Georgia 

Lucky for both them and us, we're 
in a country where the fool's right to 
publish and speak is protected. 

Unless they were guilty of trespass 
(some schools don't allow any kind of 
solicitation on school grounds), they 
were probably within their legal 
rights. Tell you what I'd do, though: 
I'd get an immigrant who lived under 
and escaped the scourge of 
communism (take your pick, 
America's full of 'em — Cubans, 
Hungarians, Poles, Czechs, 
Vietnamese, Chinese, etc.) and stand 
right next to those commies and pass 
out copies of Soldier of Fortune. / 
guarantee your immigrant friend 
would be more than happy to tell the 
kids what communism is really like. 
And odds are good the commies 
would just go away. Cockroaches 
and termites wither away in sunlight. 


W ORTH LOOKING 
FOR... 

Sirs: 

I have been an avid reader of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine for 11 
years. I have not always agreed with 
all of the information submitted by 
your staff, but by and large it has been 
the most consistent and to-the-point 
news magazine on the market. While 
some may see it as a magazine filled 
with exciting stories set in far off 
places, it is really one of the finest 
news magazines in print. You help 
show why the U.S. should be helping 
some nations we are not, and why we 
should not be helping some we are. 
You try to help people see the weak 
and corrupt people running our 
government, while applauding those 
who try to make a difference. YOU 
help people see truly important news 
the gutless Dan Rather-type news 
agencies won't show. 



This is what really upsets me. I 
have enjoyed the freedom of being 
able to walk into any book and 
magazine shop, or any grocery store 
or quickmart and pick up a copy of 
SOF. That is all changing now. It is 
becoming increasingly hard to find 
SOF without searching. I was 
informed this last weekend that lobby 
and "public interest" groups are 
harassing these establishments to pull 
or phase out this magazine and many 
other respectable magazines, that 
they all lump together with radical 
publications as dangerous. I cannot 
see how anyone could label Combat 
Handguns as dangerous — it is 
written by nationally renowned 
police officers — but people see 
"combat" and "handgun" on the 
cover and never look inside, just like 
they do with Soldier of Fortune. If 
people bothered to look through the 
pages they would see what they are 
missing. I know SOF is too 
conservative for some, the 
information is beyond those kinds of 
narrow-minded boundaries, but they 
really should see what they're 
missing. Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Barry Small 

You keep asking for us at the 
newsstand, and we'll keep doing our 
best to be worth the hunt. 


M aniacs will 

FIND A WAY... 

Sirs: 

The laws in Canada are very stria, 
especially with so-called restricted 
and prohibited firearms. A semi-auto 
hunting rifle, however, requires only 
a FAC (Firearms Acquisition 
Certificate), available from the police 


provided the applicant has no record 
of mental incompetency or a criminal 
record. Mark Lepeen legally obtained 
the Mini-14 and nobody could 
possibly foresee that the rifle would 
be used to kill 14 women at the 
engineering section of the University 
of Montreal. The truth of the matter is 
that if the "great gun grabbers" ban 
everything in Canada that can fire, it 
will not stop a disturbed man who 
wants to kill 14 women. He will find 
a way. The problem lies with a few 
disturbed people who make law- 
abiding gun owners appear to be a 
group of terrorists. Even if there were 
no guns in Canada, Mr. Lepeen 
would have found a way. 

Michael Templeton 

Rockwood, Ontario, Canada 

You're right, of course. Person A 
kills person B (or in Lepeen's case B, 
C, D, E, etc.) because there is 
something about them he doesn't 
like, or because he has a severely 
bent head — not because he has a 
weapon. A maniac bent on killing 
doesn't care if he breaks a law — a 
law that restrains peaceful folks from 
accessing adequate defensive 
weapons — when he gets his 
weapon. And if he can't get an atomic 
bomb or machine gun, he'll make do 
with less than his weapon of choice 
because his mindset has to do with 
killing, not weapons. Case in point in 
this country was one Richard Speck , 
who murdered a houseful of nurses in 
Chicago. Did he use an "assault rifle" 
or a "Saturday night special"? Of 
course not — he used their own 
kitchen knife and killed them all but 
one who saved herself by hiding 
under a bed. If there had been a gun 
in the house, chances are he'd have 
only killed one — maybe none — 
before they offed him.X 
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Items on Right (Clockwise from left.) 
#2004 Black SOF Ball Cap with scrambled 
eggs. Col. Brown's favorite. $ 10.95 
#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. 
(Beret badge not included.) $ 14.95 
#2010 Khaki Field Cap. Lined. S.M. $ 22.95 
(#2011 Unlined Field Cap. S,L,XL. $ 12 . 00 ) 
#2021 SOF Ball Cap with Oak Leaf Cluster. 
Distinctive, brilliant white. $ 9.95 
#7014 Web Belt, blac’k. (No Buckle.) $ 3.50 
#7012 SOF Silver Military Buckle . $ 11.95 
#7013 SOF Black Military Buckle. $ 11.95 
#2020 SOF Oak Cluster Cap, grey. $ 9.95 
#5005 SOF Duffle Bag. Large size. Black, 
sturdy rip-stop nylon for hard wear. $ 29.95 

Items Below (Clockwise from left.) 

#7051 SOF Navy Blue tie. Oh, so subtle way 
of letting your presence be known. $ 15.95 
#7200 SOF Mirrored Sunglasses. $ 9.95 
#7140 SOF Money Clip. $ 5.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo lighter. For those who 
value never-fail dependability. OD. $ 16.95 
#7006 Ranger knife. 4 in. blade, 9 inches 
overall. Grooved grip. Black with bronze SOF 
logo. An impressive instrument. $ 39.95 
#7161 SOF Watch. Red logo and black, 
waterproof band. 1-year warranty. $ 29.95 


Items on Left (Clockwise from left.) 

#7033 SOF Magazine Binder. Sturdy black binder keeps 
your issues protected and handy. Holds 12 issues. $ 10.95 
#5007 Urban Recon 6-pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold. (Not for use with ice.) $10.95 
#7090 SOF Can Wrap, black with white logo. $ 4.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $ 6.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag, white with black logo. $ 4.95 
#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $ 4.95 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz., clear with red logo. $ 7.50 
#7100 Shot Glass. 4-oz„ clear with red logo. $ 4.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters. Set of 4 with logo. $ 5.95 


Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch. $ 4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD. $ 2.95 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red. $ 2.95 
#7060 SOF Patch, black. $ 4.95 

Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
#7005 SOF Key Ring. $ 5.25 
#7024 Beret Badge, black. $ 8.00 
#7023 Beret Badge, silver. $ 8.00 
#7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver. $ 5.95 
#7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $ 5.95 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red. $ 3.95 
#7022 Beret Badge, red. $ 7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge. $ 5.95 



Item Above 

#5008 Otis Gun Cleaning Kit. A 
gun's best friend in the field holds 
cleaning rod, brass-slotted tips and 
T handles, patches, solvent, in¬ 
structions. All in a pocket-size case 
with OD SOF logo. $ 29.95 


Items Below (From left.) 

#5010 SOF Fanny Pack. Roomy pack frees 
your hands for important activities. Durable 
black nylon with SOF logo. $ 24.95 
#5009 Omega Group Waist Pack. Conven¬ 
ient size when you want to travel light. Black 
nylon with white Omega logo. $ 14.95 
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SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 DEPT 7-90 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free for Mastercard or VISA or¬ 
ders: 1 !-800-323-1776,Operator 131. For 
FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. Customer Serv¬ 
ice: (303) 449-3750. 


PAYMENT:—VISA/MC 
CARD #_ 


.CHECK_MO_COD 

_EXP_ 


ADDRESS 


SUBTOTAL _| 

P&H _ 

3.7% Sales Tax (Colo. Resideo/s) - 

TOTAL _ 

Acid $3.00 for first Hem ordered plus $1.00 per each addi¬ 
tional Hem for postage and handling. Overseas orders add 
40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 




Colonel Brown is wearing: 

#2004 Black SOF Hat, $ 10.95 
# 1001 Black SOF Logo T-shirt, $ 9.95 
#7160 SOF Watch, $ 29.95 
#7200 SOF Mirror Sunglasses, $ 9.95 
#7014 Black Web Belt, $ 3.50 
# 7012 Silver SOF Buckle, $ 11.95 
(Sorry, M26 Grenade is not for sale) 


MILARM CO. LTD. 1G7MSI 
EDMONTON. ALBERTA T5H4H6 
PHONE 403424*5282 FAX 4034245306 












B ullet hole 
buffs... 

The International 
Wound Ballistics 
Association (IWBA) is a 
newly formed 
independent, non-profit 
organization composed 
of scientists, physicians, 
criminologists, law 
enforcement personnel, 
engineers, researchers 
and other professionals 
engaged in the study of 
all aspects of wound 
ballistics. Its purposes are 
the advancement of 
knowledge of the subject 
through open, non- 
classified scientific 
research and data 
collection without 
political, national, 
institutional or 
commercial influence 
and the establishment 
and maintenance of 
meaningful standards 
within the methodology. 
The IWBA Institute will 
serve as a research, 
testing, standards and 
training facility. 

Its Charter Board is 
composed of recognized 
wound ballistics 
authorities from the U.S., 
France, Switzerland and 
West Germany. SOF's 
Technical Editor, Peter G. 
Kokalis, is a Full Member 
of the IWBA. SOF readers 
with an interest in this 
important subject are 
invited to participate as 
Associate Members, 
which costs $60 per year 
and includes a 
subscription to the 
openly peer-reviewed 
publication, Wound 
Ballistics Review The 
Journal of the IWBA. 
Technical seminars and 
classes wifi be scheduled 
as well as an annual 
meeting which will serve 
as a forum for the 
exchange of knowledge 
and ideas on wound 
ballistics. For further 
information contact the 
International Wbund 
Ballistics Association 
(Dept. SOF, 2830 D 
Pinole Valley Road, Suite 
#112, Pinole, CA 94564) 



BULLETIN 
BOARD ^ 


L ongest war: 

30,000 DEAD... 

We have lost over 30,000 men in our longest war 
— the war on crime. A national monument has been 
authorized in Washington, D.C., to those who have 
fallen in this war, but funds for it must come from 
private sources. U-Haul corporation spearheaded the 
effort with a $5,000 donation and has involved its 
dealers and employees in the collection effort. 
Donations should be sent to: National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, Dept. SOF, 

1360 Beverly Rd. #305, McLean, VA 22107. It won't 
bring back those who have died protecting the 
American people, but it is a way to say thanks to those 
who still serve. 



T he sandinista 

CLEAN SWEEP... 

Violeta Chamorro may have cleaned up the votes in 
Nicaragua, but before the Sandinistas turn over the 
reins Ortega and his apparatchiks are busily vacuum¬ 
cleaning the country to ensure that their retirement is 
as elitist as their reign. The country is being stripped of 
cars, houses, ranches, business, radio stations — even 
typewriters and money from banks. And the rotten 
SOBs have even voted themselves a blanket amnesty 
that covers the murderous crimes they committed 
when in power and prevents prosecution for future 
crimes. Two good things have come from this blatant 
showing of their true colors: the teary-eyed 
“Nicaragua is not our enemy" supporters of the 
Sandinistas are being treated to some impossible-to- 
ignore hindsight; and as Refugee Relief International's 
Alex McColl sagely noted, it doesn't look like the 
Sandinistas plan to head for the hills and fight as 
guerrillas. 


W HAT SORT OF 

MAN READS SOF?... 

During January/February 1990 an 
exhaustive subscriber survey was 
conducted for SOF by Chicago-based 
Research USA, Inc. The reason for 
this periodic drill is to measure the 
reading and buying habits of SOFers 
for the benefit of advertisers, who, as 
you know, help pay the freight for 
magazines. Some interesting 
numbers appeared in the tabulation, 
which would indicate that SOF 
readers may well be richer, smarter 
and possibly better-looking than SOF 
staffers. To wit: median age 40.9 
years, median income $53,500, 
75.6% went to college. SOF readers 
are 99% male, 57% married, 72% 
own their home, 69% belong to NRA, 
29% are Viet-vets, 13% are in the 
National Guard or Army Reserve, 
13.6% are active/retired military, 
12.2% work in law enforcement. 
Generous and loyal, too: the average 
subscriber shares his copy of SOF 
with 1.8 friends, has been a reader for 
7.2 years, and over 83% ordered 
general merchandise from ads in SOF 
last year. We always thought our 
readers were a cut above average, 
this survey tends to prove it. Any 
potential advertisers may get a copy 
of the complete survey by contacting 
the Advertising Department at SOF. 


A oun sending 

MONEY AHEAD? 


Gen. Michel Aoun, the defrocked 
but not departed leader of the 
Lebanese Army (see “Onward 
Christian Soldiers," June '90) has 
been accused of holding stolen 
millions in overseas bank accounts. 
French leftist weekly Le Canard 
Enchanine charges that Aoun has a 
secret account worth $15.7 million at 
the Paris National Bank (Aoun told Le 
Monde that the monies were “gifts 
from the Lebanese Diaspora ... 
intended for the army's... needs and 
to help the victims"). Uh-huh. Leftist 
Al-Safir of Beirut alleges that Aoun 
has glommed some $100 million that 
a friendly Arab country put in the 
overseas account of a Lebanese 
military attache. Al Safir says most of 
the money has been transferred to 
Aoun's personal accounts. 


R elief is just 

A SOLOVIEV AWAY... 

UN relief flights to some parts of 
southern Sudan, where British 
researchers project that 250,000 may 
die of starvation, have been 
suspended by the government 
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because “conditions were too 
dangerous." The Sudanese 
government expressed interest in 
buying two Soviet transports to “ferry 
supplies," and the acting Soviet 
ambassador let them take the planes 
“for a test drive." Heh, heh. The 
Sudanese promptly loaded the planes 
with bombs, flew down to Yirol in 
rebel country, and shoved ordnance 
out the cargo doors. Sudanese 
strongman Gen. Omar al-Bashir 
poker-faced: “They were not 
Sudanese planes that bombed Yirol." 
Heh, heh. 


S YMBIONESE 

LIBERATION ARMY... 

The SLA, a terrorist organization 
going strong the year SOF published 
its first issue, robbed a bank in April 
1975 and a woman customer in the 
bank to deposit her church's 
collection money was killed with a 
sawed-off shotgun. Patricia Hearst, 
daughter of publishing magnate 
Randolph Hearst, had been 
kidnapped by the SLA a year earlier 
and accompanied her captors on this 
robbery as a driver. She, of course, 
did well-publicized time for crimes 
committed after having been 
kidnapped by the SLA. But the trigger 
person on this bank job, believed to 
be Emily Harris (now a computer 
analyst in Los Angeles), went 
unprosecuted for this bank job. 
California authorities are now 
looking to indict her for murder, for 
which there is no statute of 
limitations. 


K GB TO 

MAKE AMENDS? 

Deputy Director Vladimir Pirozhov 
of the KGB recently told U.S. human 
rights officials that the KGB is 
reviewing “hundreds of thousands" 
of past arrests to search out and make 
amends for past abuses. Oh really? 
Soviet communist regimes have killed 
nearly twice as many of their own 
people in the gulags as Hitler and the 
National Socialists of Germany did in 
all their death camps. Some qualified 
estimates run the total from gulags, 
purges and forced communization of 
the Ukraine to over 50 million. Does 
this mean the KGB is going to initiate 
a “Nuremberg Trial" for bloodthirsty 
communists in the USSR? What 
amends will they make to millions 
upon millions crying for justice from 
unmarked graves? Get serious, 
Vladimir. His own mother was 
arrested by the NKVD (predecessor of 
the KGB), and his uncle executed by 
them. And he went to work for the 


KGB anyway. Yup, that's a man I'll 
believe. 



OLDEN 

PARACHUTES... 


It's the 50th anniversary of the U.S. 
Army Airborne, and the Society of the 
173rd Airborne Brigade (SEP) will be 
celebrating 5-8 July in Washington, 
D.C. For information contact them at 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 27822, 
Washington, D.C. 20038-0822 
In addition, under the auspices of 
the USA Airborne 50th Anniversary 
Foundation, some 25 other Airborne 
associations are going all the way in 
Washington the week of 3-8 July. It is 
also the 38th anniversary of Special 
Forces, and the Special Forces 
Association is planning their own 
celebration, and is publishing a 
souvenir journal commemorating 
both anniversaries. For more info on 
these blowouts, call SFA Convention 
'90 Chairman Clyde J. Sincere, Jr. at 
(703) 385-4515. 


A gent orange, 
part II... 

U.S. District Judge Thelton 
Henderson overturned a portion of 
the VA regulations covering disability 
and death claims based on Agent 
Orange/dioxin exposure and all 
benefits denials made under those 
regulations. In short, it's a new ball 
game — even if your claim was 
denied before 26 September 1985, 
you may file a new claim. Details 
from the 800 number in the phone 
book under “United States 
Government" or “Veterans 
Administration." Or contact the 
lawyers who represent veterans and 
next of kin who are class members in 
the Nehmer lawsuit: National 
Veterans Legal Services Project, Dept. 
SOF {Nehmer Class Member Info), 
2001 S Street N.W., Suite 610, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. 


IUMP WITH BATTALION 
J DE PARACAIDISTAS 

El Sal vadorcordial ly invites you to 
participate in the 27th anniversary 
celebration of the El Salvador 
Parachute Battalion, 27 September to 
2 October 1990. Mass drop from 
classic C-123 ... awards ceremony 
and banquet at Officer's Club in 
llopango ... wings and certificate 
presented by officers of the Airborne 
Battalion ... authorization letters for 
wings given to each jumper for your 
201 file. Tour packet includes: 
round-trip airfare from New Orleans 


to San Salvador, billeting at Special 
Warfare Command/Airborne in 
llopango, all transportation in¬ 
country, all jump equipment, and 
most meals. 

Leave New Orleans on Thursday, 
27 September, return Tuesday, 2 
October. Total cost of package is 
$995 — for non-jumping guests 
$695. Numbers strictly limited to 
first-come, first-served basis. Deposit 
of $300 required to secure your slot 
must be received before 1 August 
1990, non-refundable after that date. 
Current passport and Salvadoran visa 
required. Contact Harry Claflin, jump 
Coordinator, Rt 1, Box 88, Bronough, 
MO 64728, or call Harry at (417)- 
843-3555. Don't wait and get left 
standing on the ground, call Harry 
today. 



Still going strong after 50 years is the 
Browning Hi-Power, shown here with 
molded grips, ambidextrous safety and 
matte finish. Still manufactured in 
Belgium by FN, Browning's parent 
company, current models are assembled 
in Portugal. For info contact Browning, 
Dept. SOF, Route One, Morgan, LIT 
84050 


S OVIET WHEAT 
DEAL... 

After years trying to compete with 
the West in the export of 
manufactured goods, the Soviets 
have come to the realization that the 
only field where they can compete is 
arms. In sub-Saharan Africa, for 
instance, from 1980 to 1988 they 
exported 985 tanks/self-propelled 
guns, 1,625 pieces of light armor, 
4,685 artillery' pieces, 405 supersonic 
aircraft, 310 helicopters and 6, 1 10 
surface-to-air missiles. When selling 
arms to impoverished Third-World 
countries, payment can be a 
problem, but the Sovs are flexible. 
They'll barter sugar from Cuba, for 
instance, and natural gas from 
Afghanistan (at half what they pay 
from the West). In Ethiopia, they 
loaded their ships with coffee ... and 
grain that had been sent to Ethiopia 

Continued on page 85 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE1 

by Tom Slizewski 



INCOMING 

Prestige Shirt Company is offering 
polo shirts with either Special Forces 
or Marine logos. In addition to the 
logo you get three lines of writing that 
state your unit and duty station (or 
whatever you'd like to say). Each shirt 
is custom-made and will only set you 
back $20. See illustrated ad in back of 
this issue. 


With the match competitor firmly 
in mind, Eagle Arms created the 
EA-15 E2 H-Bar. This 5.56mm AR-15 
variant, touted as offering 
unparalleled performance, features 
an extra-heavy bull barrel, precision- 
machined forged receiver and is 
made to withstand harsh climates. 
Call Eagle Arms for more info at (309) 
799-5619. 


Magnum Products is offering a key 
chain complete with .357 Magnum 
hollow-point round attached. The 
round can't be fired and the whole 
thing costs a mere $4.95 from 
Magnum Products of Aurora, 
Colorado. 



A couple years back "mini" 
flashlights were all the rage even 
though they offered little except 
portability. Now U.S. Cavalry is 
offering the Mini Crookneck. One 
look will tell you that this is a 
miniature version of the U.S. 
military's standard issue flashlight. 
The Mini Crookneck is only 6-inches 
long and operates on two AA 
batteries. Call U.S. Cav for more info 
at (502) 351-1167. 


We likely all know someone who 
can't keep himself from rattling on 


and on about machine guns. What to 
do? One answer is to buy the full-auto 
mouth in your life a subscription to 
Machine Cun News. Each monthly 
issue is chock full of information near 
and dear to the hearts of rattle gun 
aficionados. Around here I'm going 
broke buying subscriptions, but it will 
be worth it. 


If this isn't your first issue of SOF, 
you've seen the numerous ads for 
$10 books detailing how to change 
your identity, never pay taxes, teach 
your dog to rob banks, etc... Now 
there's a new twist on this old idea. 
Introducing The Passport Report and 
PT — The Perpetual Traveler, two 
books by Scope Ltd. that will set you 
back a Franklin each. (That's $100 for 
those who've never seen one, or so 
they tell me.) They're bound in 
leather and cover topics like how to 
disappear from all computers, 
avoiding taxes, getting dual 
nationality, legally obtaining a 
second foreign passport and many 
other things. Both can be had for 
$175. 


McPherson Archery has just the 
thing for the archer looking for speed 
and accuracy — the Eliminator. The 
Eliminator is McPherson's latest bow 
model and boasts a velocity of 238 
feet per second at AMO standard 
60-pound draw weight, 30-inch draw 
length and SAE 2117 wrought 
aluminum, 540-grain arrows. If that 
lost you, give McPherson Archery a 
call, they'll be glad to explain it to you 
at (507) 437-7958, or in Canada 
(819) 566-8424. 


VUGO BINOCULARS 

Mitchell Arms Inc. is importing 
Yugoslav military binoculars 
designed for command and control of 
the modern battlefield. Manufactured 
by Zrak and standard issue with the 
Yugoslav armed forces, their salient 
features are directed to the 
professional military. 

Referred to as the "Hand Binocular 
RD 7x40," they offer standard 7x 
magnification with a 40mm lens. The 


field of view at 1,000 meters is 148 
meters (or 8.5 degrees). Weighing in 
at 2.6 pounds, they are massive and 
rugged. The black rubber-armored 
body is ribbed to improve gripping 
surface. Exposed metal surfaces are 
finished with an olive-green baked- 
enamel coating. 

Each monocular is individually 
focused with a range in diopter from 
-3 to +5. The oculars have soft 
rubber eyecups and a protective 
cover. Inside the ocular cover is a set 
of amber filters to enhance contrast 



under hazy lighting conditions. The 
objective lenses have individual 
snap-off guard caps. 

There is an artillery-type graduated 
reticle pattern in the right monocular. 
It's tritium-illuminated for night 
applications and can be used to 
determine angles in both horizontal 
and vertical planes and distances. 
Turning a knob on the left monocular 
rotates an infrared detection filter into 
the field of view. 

The adjustable gray nylon neck 
strap is complemented by a leather 
jacket strap that permits the 
binoculars to be securely attached to 
a field jacket or LBE when not in use. 

Fully coated lenses result in images 
that are sharp and brilliant at all 
ranges and under all lighting 
conditions tested, which ranged from 
bright sunlight to moonlight. MilSpec 
quality is not inexpensive and these 
superb combat binoculars carry a 
suggested retail of $625.00. 

Contact Mitchell Arms, Dept. SOF, 
3400 W. MacArthur Blvd., Suite I, 
Santa Ana, CA 92704; phone 
(714) 957-5711 
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MUD 

SOLDIERS 


nge, Accuracy... 
8— 4 for .98 

when you sign up now! 

e sure-fire way gets you top-caliber 
books—the kina you won't spot in 
bookstores. Set your sights on 
The Military Book Club? 


8276 $17.95 0364 $22.50 0448 $19.95 0360f $14.95 


0125 $19.95 3509-9999* $29.95 5025-9999* $24.95 


5369 $14.95 


0133-9999* $24.95 



5397 $24.95 



0844 Spec. Ed. 1610 $17.95 



3541 $16.95 



0679 $24.95 



by Jim M*»ko 


1675 Spec. Ed. 



5918 $18.95 3913 $29.95 0521 $24.95 3764 $27.50 



HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN . .. 

4 BOOKS FOR 98$. Send no money now. You’ll be billed 98C, plus 
shipping and handling, when your membership is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you’re not 100% satisfied 
with your books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your 
membership will be canceled and you’ll owe nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You’ll receive 14 issues a year. Each 
issue includes 2 Featured Selection(s) plus a number of Alternates 
from the Club’s library of over 230 books. Twice a year, you may 
also receive offers of Special Selections. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Selection(s), do 
nothing— they’ll be sent automatically, if you prefer another book 
—or none at all—simply return your Member Reply Form by the 
date shown. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 
more books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may 
resign membership anytime. Or you may continue to enjoy the 
benefits of belonging to The Military Book Club. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ... up to 30% off publishers' hardcover edi¬ 
tions. Some Club books are altered in size to fit special presses. 

All are printed on high-quality, acid-free paper. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine came late and you had less than 10 
days to decide, simply return the book at our expense. 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS’ EDITIONS. 

CLUB MEMBERS REGULARLY SAVE UP TO 30%. 


* Counts as 2 choices f Softcover ft Fiction 


TUI’ 


MILITARY 

IT I HOOK CL UK 

Yaur #1 Source for Military Books 


MAIL TO: 

The Military 
Book Club 
Garden City, 
NY 11530 


YES! Please enroll me in The Military 
Book Club according to the risk-free mem¬ 
bership plan described in this ad. Send me 
the 4 BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me just 980, 
plus shipping and handling. 


Please write book 
numbers here: 



If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the 
book number in one box 
and 9999 in the next 


Mr/Mrs, 

Mlss/Ms_______ __ 

Address ____Apt 


City 


.State 


-Zip 


Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada, where offer is 
slightly different Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 
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IN REVIEW 



WE'RE selective when it comes to 
offering books through our SOF Ex¬ 
change. In fact, rare is the occasion 
when the staff can agree that a particu¬ 
lar book is good enough to rate the 
SOF seal of approval. As you'll notice 
in our Exchange ads, we don't offer 
many books for that reason. Such was 
not the case when NAM - THE VIET¬ 
NAM EXPERIENCE - 1965-75 came 
our way; not a soul in the organization 

— Vietnam vet or not — offered up a 
negative word on this excellent addi¬ 
tion to the SOF library. 

If you're interested in Vietnam, 
you'll certainly know by now that the 
market is flooded with books on the 
subject, ranging from scholarly disser¬ 
tations on the geopolitical implica¬ 
tions of C-Rations as a weapon of war 
to self-flagellating treatises on "War 
Crimes Confessions of an Army Postal 
Clerk in Saigon" — they're either 
dry-as-dust analyses without the 
human side, or so micro-sketched 
first-person that you're left clueless 
about the overall conflict. 

NAM is the answer to the Vietnam 
reader's prayer: 114 short chapters 
written primarily by men who fought 
the war (beginning with the Marine 
landing at Da Nang in 1965 through 
the fall of Saigon in '75), with exten¬ 
sively researched sidebar articles, first- 
rate photos, graphs & charts, maps, 
superb graphics, and a detailed chro¬ 
nology added to give you a full 
understanding of who did what, how 
they did it — and why. The original 
magazine series from which NAM 
evolved, published by Orbis in Lon¬ 
don, was so skillfully done and well 
received that the entire package was 
reformatted into 650 pages bound in 
oversized (9x12 inch) hardcover. 

In short, NAM is (in the current 
jargon) a "user friendly" guide to the 
strategy & tactics, equipment & weap¬ 
onry, and — most important of all 

— the human side of the war. To pick 
a few examples of what to expect: 
Cutting the VC Lifeline, Ambush, 
Landing Zone Under Fire, Stop the 
War, Search and Destroy, Prisoners of 
War, Namspeak, Fighting the VC 
Way, Dog Fight Over North Vietnam 
and The Men From the North, The 
Firefight Experience, The Australian 
Commitment, Forward Air Controller, 
Why I Joined the VC, Blacks in the 
Nam, Long Range Reconnaissance, 
Hamburger Hill, Grunt Free Press 

— you get the idea: the good fellows 
from Orbis in the United Kingdom 
took a close look at our little foray into 
Southeast Asia and came up with an 
exceptional outline they felt would 
explain the multifaceted U.S. war to 
their British audience. 

It worked, and NAM is the finest 
book of its type we've seen to date. If 


you want to live (or for some reason, 
relive) a firefight or ambush, crawl 
through a boobytrapped VC tunnel or 
hammer NVA positions from a Phan¬ 
tom (and have a look at all that from 
the other side of the gun barrel, too); 
or if you want someone in your life to 
catch a glimpse of what it was all 
about sans screeching political rheto¬ 
ric, then NAM - THE VIETNAM EXPE¬ 
RIENCE - 1965-75 serves it up as 
realistically as it comes. 



NAM - THE VIETNAM EXPERI¬ 
ENCE - 1965-75 is available through 
the SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306 for $39.95 plus 
$3 p&h in check or money order. Or, 
you can call toll-free 1-800-323-1776 
and speak to Operator 131 who'll take 
your Visa, MasterCard or other orders. 
You will not be disappointed. 


With all of us shedding our winter 
coats for coats of suntan oil as summer 
approaches, it's time to stock up on 
reading material for those long, lan¬ 
guid days by the pool (or, in our case, 
atop the bunker). In no particular 
order as they're all first-rate: 


by John Coleman 


The Regiment by Christopher Ni¬ 
cole (St. Martin's Press, Fifth Avenue, 
New York) is an excellent historical 
novel centering on a young British 
officer who helps defend the Empire 
from the Boers of South Africa through 
to the Germans in World War I. In 
another theater of operations, namely 
Vietnam, Kent Anderson served as a 
sergeant in the 5th Special Forces 
Group. His novel, Sympathy for the 
Devil, first appeared in 1987 and 
reads as well now as it did then. For a 
deathly dark-humored look at the SF 
war(Kirkus Reviews called it "morally 
repugnant"; I call it realistic), look for 
Sympathy for the Devil in paperback 
on your newsstand or contact Warner 
Books on Fifth Avenue, New York. 
And in a book that encompasses both 
Africa and Vietnam, Tony Geraghty 
(familiar for his in-depth Inside the 
SAS) takes us inside the French For¬ 
eign Legion with March or Die (Facts 
on File, Park Avenue South, New 
York) from its birth in 1831 to today. 

As NAM gives us war from another 
point of view, so too does Daniel 
Bolger's Feast of Bones (Presidio 
Press, Novato, California), the grip¬ 
ping tale of a young Soviet paratrooper 
caught up in the war and intrigue of 
Afghanistan. Also from Presidio comes 
Sword of the Shaheen by M.E. Morris, 
an all-too-realistic novel that reflects 
today's headlines: Arab terrorists have 
the "Bomb" and their target is the 
United States. 

And distributed by Daring Books 
out of Canton, Ohio, come four new 
non-fiction works on southern Africa 
originally published by our long-time 
Africa correspondent Al Venter. Sooth 
African Dispatches - Two Centuries 
of the Best in South African Journal¬ 
ism by Jennifer Crwys-Wifliams, South 
Africa's Border War: 1966-1989 by 
Willem Steenkamp, War in Angola 
-The Final South African Phase by 
Helmoed-Raner Heitman, and The 
War Diaries of Andrfe Dennison (who 
served in the Rhodesian African Rifles 
during that conflict) by Dr. J.T. Wood 
will*put you 99 steps ahead of the 
average American in your understand¬ 
ing of the turbulent Sub-Sahara. 

Read hard, stay informed — and 
enjoy your sunburn. ^ 
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Model shown smaller than 8 1 // actual length, 


A Meticulously Engineered Die-cast Metal Replica 
of One of America’s Greatest Cars. 


it was the last of the classic Chevrolets... 
the most desirable American car of the 
1950 s...the 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air. 

For many Americans, some of their most 
memorable times were spent in or near 
this car. Known for its dazzling style, ele¬ 
gant engineering, and brute power, the 
’57 Chevy embodies the spirit and enthu¬ 
siasm of the 1950s. 

Now, you can own a remarkably detailed 
replica of this fabled classic car. 



Both doors open smoothly, as does the hood. The 
front wheels turn with the steering wheel. 


Hand-assembled...even 
hand-waxed! 

Over 150 scale parts go into the making 
of this highly authentic replica in the large 
I ;24 scale. All the important components 
— the body, chassis, drivetrain and 
engine block — are crafted in metal. 

Each metal part is polished before paint¬ 
ing. Every single component is inspected 
before the replica is assembled by hand. 
When at last a replica is complete, it is 
hand-waxed before being released for 
shipment. 

Available only from 
the Danbury Mint. 

This extraordinary replica is available 
exclusively from the Danbury Mint It is 
not being sold in stores. 

Send no money now. Simply return the 
Reservation Application. The price of 
$88.50 is payable in three monthly install¬ 
ments of $29.50 each. If you wish, you 
may charge your installments to Master- 
Card, VISA or American Express. 

Reservations are being accepted on a strict 
first-come, first-served basis. To avoid dis¬ 
appointment please mail your reservation 
today. 


The Chevrolet trademarks are used under license from General Motors Corporation. 


I989MBI 


I-RESERVATION APPLICATION- 


( Jh&1957 

9 Chje¥toletJ^eL(/li $ c 



The Danbury Mint Please return 

47 Richards Avenue promptly, 

Norwalk, Conn. 06857 

Please accept my Reservation Application 
for the 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air. I need 
send no money now. 1 will pay in three 
monthly installments of $29.50 each* the 
first in advance of shipment 

My satisfaction is guaranteed, if I am not 
satisfied with my replica, I may return it 
within 30 days of receipt for prompt 
replacement or refund, whichever I prefer. 

*Plus any applicable sales tax and SI. 2 5 shipping and handling. 

Name____ 

please print cleady 

Address_ 

City/State_Zip_ 

Check here if you want each monthly 
installment charged to your; 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

□ American Express 


Credit Card Number Expiration Date 

Signature- 

Allow 8 to 12 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 

N230 



















I WAS THERE 

by Randy Fey 

One Tree, One Kill 



Typical four-man 105mm howitzer crew. These men are from Battery C, 6th Battalion, 11th 
Artillery at Fire Support Base "Charlie 2," four miles south of the DMZ. Photo: DoD 


UNIT: Charlie Battery, 4/42nd Artil¬ 
lery, 4th Division. 

STATION: High mountain ridge in 
Vietnam's Central Highlands — name 
of LZ forgotten. 

MISSION: Direct fire artillery prac¬ 
tice, shooting visible target. 

VICTIMS: Huge trees providing top 
layer of jungle's triple canopy. 
RESULTS: Variable. 

TIME: Late afternoon, 1970. 

E had been hitting a few, missing 
a few, and silently giving thanks that 
the terrain spared us from shootouts 
with NVA armor. As usual, a small 
gallery of bored grunts had gathered 
behind the two firing guns. These were 
bunkerline grunts, or line companies 
in for resupply or on short standdown. 

We Red legs (artillery) were provid¬ 
ing entertainment and — with good 
hits — a morale boost. Our Battery 
Commander (BC) sat behind our 
105mm howitzer on the sandbagged 
parapet, watching our progress. 

I peered through the gunner's 
scope. The target wavered in the hazy 
distance. Across the breech, Lynch 
talked to himself, glued to the coaxial 
direct fire scope. "Got 'er?" I asked. 

"Yeah, got 'er." 

"Blow her down, then." 

Lynch reached up alongside the 
breech and rapped the firing mecha¬ 
nism with a right hammer fist. We all 
watched as the High Explosive (HE) 
round howled down range, missed the 
chosen tree, and detonated unseen 
back in the bush. We watched the 
round explode through the gun 
scopes. 

"Jumpin' Jesus!" Lynch breathed 
quietly across the gun trails. "Maybe 
we hit a bridge in Hanoi!" 

Then an unfamiliar voice spoke. 
"Good thing you guys aren't working 
for a lumber company, you ain't hit 
nothin' but twigs in the last half hour!" 

The gun crew turned to the speaker, 
incredulous at such an indiscreet ob¬ 
servation of the truth. Didn't this 
clown know our reputation as the best 
firing battery in the 4th Division? 
Obviously he didn't. We didn't know 
him either—an FNG, infantry, officer- 
type, with a loud mouth. 

The gun crew ignored him while 
we fiddled with the sights and re¬ 
loaded; behind us, the BC took up the 
implied challenge. I turned back and 
watched. The BC eased up off the 
sandbags, put on a Sunday smile and 
began bantering with our detractor. 
We still fired at trees, adjusting our 
sights, but mainly we listened. 

Our BC spoke: "A friendly wager? 
One shot — one tree goes down. You 
pick the tree." 

Victim (chortling), "Outstanding! I 
can live with a sure thing! Let's call it 


a bet. Ten cases of Budweiser!" BC 
and victim shook hands. 

Obviously, we had a gambling man 
here. Two really, the BC knew damn 
well it took half-a-dozen hits to bring 
down some of these Asian Redwoods. 
He jumped into that bet pretty fast, I 
thought. I looked across the gun at 
Lynch. His eyes bugged out a bit. Ten 
cases of Bud in the bush, delivered, 
was more than you'd ask of Santa 
Claus. But if the BC said so ... 

The BC ushered the victim up to our 
howitzer and had him pick out a target 
tree in the direct fire scope. He picked 
a monster, maybe 10 feet in diameter 
and 80 feet tall. "Sure, we kin whack 
that bitch in one round," Lynch ob¬ 
served under his breath, "as long as 
the nearest battleship's takin' re¬ 
quests." 

"BC knows what he's doing," I 
murmured, although I sure didn't. 

BC: "0800 hours, right?" The vic¬ 
tim agreed, smiling. He swaggered 
away. 

"Right," I echoed, eyeballing the 
BC. "Sure. One shot, one tree down. 
BC's got one of them nuclear rounds 
stashed in his hooch. What an oppor¬ 
tunity!" 


BC: "Christ! For 10 cases of Bud I'd 
nuke division HQ! The beer we get 
out here isn't fit for a piss tube. You 
men get this pig on the money, and I'll 
work out the details." The BC stepped 
out of the parapet and headed toward 
the engineer's hooch. 

We talked it over while tuning up 
our direct fire proficiency. Not for a 
minute did we doubt the ability of 
cannon fire to level the specified tree. 
A 16-inch high explosive round from 
the USS New Jersey would do the 
trick, or perhaps a WWI-era German 
railroad gun could be hauled in for the 
job via the Orient Express. 

A quick analysis of the cost/benefit 
ratio (benefit — 240 cans of Bud) put 
an end to speculation on exotic solu¬ 
tions. The job had to be done with our 
own firepower — or at least look that 
way to non-Redlegs, 

Our captain had two objectives in 
mind: acquisition of mucho free beer, 
and bestowal of a deserved dose of 
humility on our detractor. Guided by 
these mission criteria, the BC wasted 
no time in insuring the total destruc¬ 
tion of the chosen target. If the chosen 
target was in fact too large for our 
four-inch gun, so be it — she was still 
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Buy Direct & Save! 

Call 1-708-253-7080 for Fast Delivery! 


Visa, Mastercard and American Express accepted! 
Low Prices! Top Quality Merchandise! 

Mail Orders Accepted - Check or Money Order! 



New hand-held crossbow is com¬ 
pact, silent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb, draw. Micro-adjustable 
sights. Aluminum body, con¬ 
toured pistol grips. 11-1/4" over¬ 
all. Comes with 3 - 6” bolts. 
#214005 $49.95 


Tap Detector 

Protection for 
your phone, 
computer 
modem, 

FAX or 
telex. 

Tap Detector - 
an indispensable 
tool which lets you 
know when anyone 
is tapping either your 
home or office phone. 
If the green light goes out you 
know someone is listening in! You 
can then continue your conversa¬ 
tion, alter its course or simply end 
it. Use “Tap Detector" and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 



Black Book of Dirty Tricks 

"Improvised Munitions Hand¬ 
book" is the most sought after 
here-to-fore impossible to ob¬ 
tain Army Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades. Small Arms Weap¬ 
ons & Ammo. Mortars & 
Rockets, Incendiary Devices, 
Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Tells how to 
make Rocket Launchers, Pis¬ 
tols, Shotguns and Recoilless 
Rifles from easy to obtain ma¬ 
terials and more! 

#BB $10.00 


Grenades 

Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple 
#1721 GO $9.95 




New 65,000 Voll 
Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun avail¬ 
able. Weighs only a few ounces 
but packs a 65,000 volt bite that 
will stop any attacker. A one sec¬ 
ond jolt will cause muscle spasms 
and a dazed condition but will not 
cause permanent damage. Under 
no condition can you suffer a 
charge-back to your body. 1 year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger 
#310801 $19.95 



Phaser Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense prod¬ 
uct available. U ltra-high emission 
fire extinguisher valve shoots tear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assailant instantly help¬ 
less, causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause permanent injury. 

#261201 $14.95 



Badges & Case 
Flaunt your authority! Profes¬ 
sional badges in six styles - Spe¬ 
cial Investigator, Security Guard, 
Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, 
Special Police, Private Detective. 
1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. Nickel 
plated brass. Specify model when 
ordering. Comes complete with 
badge holder and ID Card. 



Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $14.95 



Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 
6-shot automatic fires tear gas car¬ 
tridges or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with quick, easy 
ejection. Checkered grips. Comes 
with holster, tear gas and blanks. 


8-Shot Revolver 
#260110 Blue $24.95 

#260120 Chrome $29.95 

7-Shot Automatic 
#260510 Blue $24.95 

#260520 Chrome $29.95 

Extra Tear Gas (10) $4.00 

Blanks (50) $4.00 



New! 

Crosman 
C(> 2 Pellet 
Revolver 

Brand new look-a-like, 
feel-a-like and shoot-a-like 
model of the famous .357 Python. 
Handles and shoots like the real 
thing. Fires .177 caliber pellets at 
velocities up to 390 fps. 6" rifled- 
steel barrel for incredible accu¬ 
racy. Comes with 6 and 10-shot 
cylinders , 

#464403 (Ret«) $69.95 
.177 Cal Pellets, 250/pkg. $3.95 
CO, Cartridges, 5 to pack $4.95 


# Brand New Clips & Magazines! 

G.l. Pouch and 2- .45 ACP, 7-rd. mags. 

Colt .45 ACP, 7 shot, blue steel 
Colt .45 ACP, 11 shot, blue steel 
M 1 Carbine, 30 shot, blue steel 
Uzi 9mm, 32 shot, blue steel 
Browning Hi-Power, 13 shot, blue steel 
Browning Hi-Power, 21 shot, blue steel 


$19.95 

$7.95 

$14.95 

$7.95 

$19.95 

$19.95 

$24.95 



Razor-sharp 3-5/8" stainless steel blade with sawback. Molded rubber 
non-slip handle provides sure grip. With nylon harness. $19.95 


New 3-Way Harness Knife 

Carry 3 ways - in shoulder 
harness - on belt - 
or leg. 



Exact replica of the giant 16" Rambo® 111 Bowie ... only this one is just 
6-1/2" long! Blade length is 4". Tang stamped RAMBO® III. Cowhide 
sheath. Hardwood handle. Stainless Steel handguard and butt cap. 
#K246 Miniature Rambo® 111 $29.95 

#K 106 RAMBO 111, Full Size (Retai 1-5*36.) $99.95 

Knife Design Patent pending by Git Hihhen o/Hibben Enterprises. ® 1988 Caralco. 
All Rights Resen ed. Used under Authorization 


Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail order with check, 
money order or credit card information to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 
1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, 1L 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-253-7080. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 
Fully Illustrated Catalog - Send $1.00 



Super Snuoper 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, 
electronic listening device ampli¬ 
fies and feeds all available sounds 
through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off cir¬ 
cuit measures incoming signal and 
protects you from harmful high 
volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door 
shutting at 5 blocks: your dog hot 
on a trail 2 miles away. Uses stan¬ 
dard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 
#310300 $99.95 

Bionic Booster increases the re¬ 
ceiving surface area 37 times, 
making it more directional and 
powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 



Wrist Lock Slingshot 

Pistol grip competition slingshot. 
The most versatile and powerful 
one made. Ideal for precise long 
distance shooting. 

#M101 $9.95 


"The Big One" 



World's Largest Survival Knife 
This is the knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters. Fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter hew tough 
the task. It’s more than 
just a knife. Features: 

* 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 

* Liquid filled 
compass. 

* Rugged black 
leather sheath 
with sharp¬ 
ening stone. 


• Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 

#17718 


$24.95 



”Little Black Box” 

Amazing device automatically 
starts your recorder whenever the 
telephone is picked up and stops 
recorder when phene is hung up! 
Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates 
no interference or noise on the 
line. I"x2"x2". Warning: Not to 
be used for surveillance! 


#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 



The GUN made for FUN! 

The GAT Air Pistol 

This is unique as air pistols go, 
shoots not only pellets and darts, 
but also a cork which comes out 
with a crack. Comes with 10 darts, 75 .177 cal. 
pellets along with a steel barrel rod. It is well finished 
in matte black. High velocity . Hard hitting! 

#G100 $29.95 


r 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd 


n 


1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, 
For Fast Delivery Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

Call (708) 253-7080 Illinois Residents add 7% Tax! 


Qty 

Number 

Descri plion/S ire/ Color 

Price 













Charge my: Subtotal 

Visa □ MasterCard □ Ames □ shipping/Uand. 


$5.50 

Fhon 

Expii 

c Tax-//. Res Onh 


ation Dale Tnta i 



Card#_ 


Name_ 

Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Supply Depot docs not wamint that you may legaiEy purchase, possess or 
carry air guns, stun guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are 
adult and there are no legal restrictions to purchasing. 
















































ACTION GEAR* 

FOR PROFESSIONALS 

A. CODE 4 JR,® PILOT’S LIGHT 

Protect Night Vision 

At last, a unique mini flashlight that protects your night vision and 
operates with one hand for all functions. No clumsy filters to attach. 
No two handed operation. A single pushbutton orobff switch activates 
the light. Push-pull the lens head to change from white to red light 
Focus for spot to flood beam. Features include: Machined aluminum 
body • Knurled grip • Waterproof • Replaceable switch module • 
Rocket clip • Key ring • Spare bulb • Anodized black finish • Uses 2 
AA batteries (not ind). Dimensions: 6" xYi"xV diam. head. (4 oz] 
Made by GT Price USA. 

CDE40, Code 4 Jr. Pilot $24.95 

B. THE SWISS ARMY WATCH™ 

100 Years of Excellence Condensed into Seconds! 

High performance Swiss quartz movement with sweep second hand 
and calendar, Pressure tested to 5 atmospheres (166 feet). Military 24 
hour face, night-reading tritium markers, mineral crystal and stainless 
steel back. Black nylon strap with calfskin bindings, 

SAW1000, Swiss Watch, Black $94.75 


C. G.I. FIELD TELEPHONE SET, TA-l/PT 

Special Purchase! Reconditioned Government Surplus 

Squeeze the grip once to ring and talk to your outpost up to 4 miles 
away. Requires NO batteries! Features audible and visual call alerts. 
Push-to-talk switch. Price includes two phones and special storage 
cases. You supply the wire. 

FTA163, Field Telephone Set $119.95 


TOLL-FREE 1 - 800 - 228-7344 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMEX. OR MAIL CHECK/MOREY ORDER 
REQUEST OUR ACTION GEAR* CATALOG. 100 FULL-COLOR PAGES 



BRIGADE 

QUARTERMASTERS 

ATTION GEAR* 


1025-60G Cobb International Blvd., Kennesaw, GA 30144-4300 


coming down with one round fired. 

By profession a mathematics 
teacher, our BC thought in terms of 
objectivity and efficiency, A challenge 
had surfaced, been met and publicly 
noted. Our cannon couldn't do the 
job, but it had to (or at least it had to 
appear to do it). 

How to down the tree at the given 
time, and make it appear to be the 
result of one, well-placed arty round? 
Anyone who's lived for long on fire- 
bases knows the answer to this ques¬ 
tion. Nobody, but nobody, blows trees 
better than combat engineers. Engi¬ 
neers blow trees with more finesse 
than most of us blow our noses. 

At 0800 hours, some interested 
grunts showed up at the gun parapet, 
victim included. 

We already had a round loaded, as 
per the BC's specifications. As the 
witnessing crowd gathered, we 
opened the breech and loaded the 
brass, complete with a full powder 
charge. The target tree had been 
aimed at long before; we checked the 
sights for the sake of the witnesses. The 
conclusion was foregone, but any¬ 
thing but obvious to outsiders. 

We all know better than to bet 
against a sure thing; blasting a large 
tree from a distance with a light 
artillery piece looks chancy at best to a 
layman. But we weren't laymen. We 
had a thirsty — and crafty — battery 
commander. He had journeyed over 
to the engineer's hooch, done some 
business, and come up with a beer- 
crazy lieutenant willing to perform 
some creative blasting in trade for 
some beer. During bunkerline 
chowtime, he managed to saunter 
through the wire equipped with a 
rucksack loaded full of C4 and neces¬ 
sary' accessories. 

The loaded round was a fuseless 
smoke round; we didn't care to do¬ 
nate an HE to the NVA. The order: 
miss the tree by a hair, and act 
innocent. We slapped the breech shut. 
Lynch glued his eye to the direct fire 
scope, cranked the barrel up a bit for 
effect, and said, "Ready!" 

I checked my sight; our aim was off 
10 or so feet as per instructions. We 
did not want to chance bouncing off 
the target — someone might notice. 

"Fire!" 

Lynch hammered the striker, and 
the lime-green smoke round howled 
down range. No one but a Red leg 
could have noticed that the flash of 
color was the wrong color. 

The combat engineer had spent the 
night outside the wire, set up a 
comfortable distance away from the 
target. He had thoughtfully emplaced 
some 50 or so pounds of C4 around 
the base of the doomed tree, strung a 

Continued on page 72 
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ATTENTION LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS'. 


A LIMITED NUMBER OF STEYR AUG SOM-AUTOMATIC 
RFLES ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE OWNERS!! 



The Federal Government has released a limited quantity of Steyr AUG-SA semi-automatic rifles for sale to law 
enforcement officers only. These are rifles that G.S.I. had permits for prior to the semi-automatic rifle ban and will be 
the last available for private ownership. 

The Steyr AUG-SA is world-renowned as the premier, semi-automatic rifle, and is now available for immediate 
delivery to federal, state, county and local law enforcement officers. To obtain one, an officer must have three 
documents completed: 

(1) A purchase order typed on an official department letterhead. 

(2) Certification by an officer’s supervisor that the purchase is being made for personal use in the 
officer’s duties. 

(3) Certification by the officer purchasing the rifle that the rifle is for personal use in the officer's duties. 

All documents must appear on department letterhead. 

The price for the AUG-SA is $1,375.00 plus $5.00 shipping and handling, which includes the standard AUG-SA 
with green stock, 20" barrel, internal 1.5X optic, one thirty-round magazine, sling, cleaning kit and operator’s 
manual. Special receivers, left hand bolts, 16 and 24" barrels and 30 and 42-round magazines can also be purchased 
from G.S.I. 

ORDER YOUR STEYR AUG-SA TODAY AS QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED. 


$ 1375 °° 

COMPLETE 


Officers wishing to purchase an AUG-SA can receive a special packet, which covers the 
documentation procedure from G.S.I. The packet can be obtained by writing G.S.I. at 
P.0. Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173 or by calling one of these numbers: (205) 655-8299 
or 1-800-821-3021. 


GS M STEYR DIVISION OF GSI, P.O. BOX 129, TRUSSVILLE, AL 35173 
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SmALL units, such as squads and 
platoons, are extremely vulnerable in 
action. The loss of only a few men may 
leave the unit totally ineffective, una¬ 
ble to accomplish its mission. Vulner¬ 
ability can be reduced, however, 
through good organization — which 
can increase flexibility at the 
same time. 

The squad has its origin in the 
attempt to tighten up organization and 
improve flexibility. Originally, the pla¬ 
toon was a mob with a single leader 
(sometimes with an assistant), who 
had a hell of a time controlling his 
troops in action. As the range and 
power of weapons increased, and 
small units had to disperse to reduce 
vulnerability, the problem of control¬ 
ling the platoon in action became 
insurmountable. The solution was to 
break the platoon down into sub¬ 
units, each with its own leader. And so 
the squad was born. 

The squad, in turn, was subject to 
the same problems as the platoon. As 
long as units advanced in waves, 
walking upright into the teeth of 
enemy fire, the squad leader could 
maintain some kind of control — but 
those tactics, and the organizations 
that supported them, died on the 
Somme, the Meuse, and other battle¬ 
fields of World War I, It was the 
Germans who discovered a tactical 
alternative to the human wave attacks 
that characterized major offensives on 
the Western Front. They developed 
their so-called Hutier tactics, which 
emphasized the operation of small 



Figure 1. Lead fire team as seen by the 
enemy. Arrow shows where trailing fire 
team can be expected to go into action. 


groups acting in concert to penetrate 
and bypass Allied positions on the 
Italian and Russian fronts. Then, in 
1918, they nearly broke the Western 
Front in France with these tactics. 

By the end of the war, it was 
obvious that small unit tactics were the 
key to both survival and victory. But as 
successful as the Hutier tactics were, 
they introduced almost as many prob¬ 
lems as they solved. It proved almost 
impossible for a single sergeant (or 
even a sergeant with a corporal help- 



COMBAT 
'WEAPONCRAFT 

4 

by Munremur MacGerrcinn 

Third Team Theme 


ing him) to control a dozen or so men 
under fire. There had to be a 
better way. 

In the 1930s, the Marines were 
fighting the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. 
There, during the small, confused 
actions typical of jungle warfare, Mer¬ 
ritt Edson experimented with squad 
organization. Edson's idea was to 
break the squad down into smaller 
groups, which he called fire teams. He 
experimented with fire teams of vari¬ 
ous sizes, and with various weapons 
mixes. For example, a fire team might 
consist of one or two riflemen with '03 
Springfields, a Browning Automatic 
Rifle man, and a man with a 
Thompson submachine gun. Several 
fire teams made up a squad, and the 
squad leader controlled his squad 
through the team leaders. 

The fire team concept was a howl¬ 
ing success. It had several distinct 
advantages over the old squad mob: 

• It reduced the number of men the 
squad leader had to deal with, from a 
dozen or so to three. 

• It increased the "leader-to-led" 
ratio, something that has since been 
demonstrated to dramatically increase 
the effectiveness of small units in 
combat. 

• It made the squad more surviva- 
ble, since losses in one fire team did 
not cripple others. 

• It strengthened the chain of com¬ 
mand in action: if the squad leader 
was lost, the senior team leader ap¬ 
pointed a private to lead his team and 
took over the squad. 

• It increased the flexibility of the 
squad, since the fire teams could be 
assigned different tasks in action. The 
weapons mix within the team also 
enhanced flexibility. 

Both the Army and the Marine 
Corps adopted Edson's fire team con¬ 
cept, but not to the same degree. The 
Marines — perhaps with a better grasp 
of Edson's principles —• redesigned 
their squads, producing three fire 
teams, each with a BAR man to 
provide a base of fire. The Army 
merely divided its unwieldy squad 
into two fire teams and for over 40 
years has struggled with the result. The 
Marines did, at one time, adopt a 


two-fire-team squad, but quickly saw 
the error of their ways, and went back 
to the three-fire-team organization. To 
understand why the three-fire-team 
squad is better, let's look at a classic 


SECONDTEAM 
SUPPRESSES 



Figure 2. With a third fire team, a squad 
that has been hit with a bloody nose 
ambush still has the capability of 
enveloping the ambush. 

small-unit problem — the "bloody 
nose" ambush. 

The idea behind a bloody nose 
ambush is simple: to slow up an 
advancing enemy, using as few men 
as possible to do it, while the rest of 
the unit gets away or finishes its 
business. It's no exaggeration to say 
that the bloody nose ambush is what 
put the word "elusive" into the phrase 
"elusive guerrilla," 

As effective as it is simple, the 
bloody nose usually comprises two or 
three men left behind to fire on enemy 
lead elements as they appear. If they 
can inflict several casualties so much 
the better, but even if they hit only one 
man they can cause enough confusion 
to slow up a pursuing force. In the 
resultant confusion they can almost 
always manage to escape, only to 
repeat the bloody nose a few hundred 
meters farther on. 

Of course, the counter to the 
bloody nose is obvious: simply pin 
down the delaying element with a 
high volume of fire and keep them 
pinned while a fire team outflanks 
them. Rub them out, then move rap¬ 
idly before the enemy main body 
realizes what's happened and sets out 
another bloody nose. But this is where 
the two-fire-team squad breaks down. 
It's almost impossible to execute a 
good pin-and-outflank against a 
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Medic’s Kit Bag - 

styled like the ones 
used in Vietnam. Nylon 
with 3 zippered com¬ 
partments that fold 
open. New. 
, ftem#S-290. $27.75. 

SATISFACTION 
GUARAN TEED 

, ■ Camouflage T-Shirt 

Top quality. 50% cotton. 50% 
polyester. Choose: 

□ Woodland Camo 
Item #T-5tO... $6.95. 

□ Desert Camo 

Item #T-511. ..$8.95. 

□ Tiger Stripe Camo 

Item #T-512.. ..$8.95. 

□ Urban Camo 

Item #T-565. .. $8.95. 

□ Big Polks Woodland Camo 
Item #A-625 

XXL...... $9.95. 

XXXL..... .$12.95. 

■ Jogging Shorts - 

50% cotton. 50% polyester. 

Sizes XS-XL (tell us your 
waist size when ordering). 

Choose: 

Woodland Camo. 

Urban Camo. 

Olive Drab (OD) Green. 

Item #C-240. ..$6.75. 



.*< 

■ Anglehead 
Flashlites - (SMHEHZD 

indestructable plastic:waterproof, 
non-glare, clips onto any bell Uses 
2 D cell batteries (not included) 
and comes complele with spare 
bulb and extra lenses Choose- OD 
green or black 

Item #R-165. ..$6.95. 

■ Krypton Bulbs for 
GI Flashlite - 

high intensity bulb makes your light twice as bright" 
(will work in any standard flashlite) Installs in 
seconds 

Item #R-725.$2.95/pkg of 2 bulbs. 

. 



Looks like an ordinary 
summer cap. Squeeze the 
brim, it plays a tune 1 
$11.95/each; 2 for 22.00. 

Choose: 

□ U.S. Army (Tune: As 
the Caissons Go Rolling 
Along), Item #415 

□ li.S. Marines (Tune: 

From the Halls of Mon¬ 
tezuma). Item # H~410 

□ U.S. Air Force (Tune: Off We Go Into the 
Wild Blue Yonder). Item #H-420 

□ U.S. Navy (Tune: Anchor’s Aweigh), Item 


IMMEDIATE 

SHIPMENT 



Regulation GI dog tags set 
of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4", 
one 24”). Choose: 

Sleiniws Steel Set... Item #X-670 ... $4.00. 
Black Commando Set. ttem #X-675 .... . $6.00. 

■ Printing For Dog Tags - we n 

print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

ttem #X-685 . only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone 


■ Dog Tag Silencers - black, non- 

glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

ttem #X-650 . .$1.95/peir. 



U.S. Aviator Sunglasses - 
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4 ^ ■ Brass Screened 
Eyelets 


I Chin Strap 


■ T-Shirts - With a bold, yet subtle message. 
Made in USA, 50% cotton, 50% polyester. Dynamic full 
color silkscreen! Choose: S, M. L, XL_ $9.75/each. 


i 



Worn by U.S. pilots of Navy, Marines Army, Air Force 
and NASA! Precision ground glass lenses are gray/ 
green in color, block 80% of visible light and provides 
UV protection. Straight, paddle temples. 

Specify Fram 6Hve.r t or 8l*cK. 

Choose: 

□ Standard size (52 MM lens) 

Item #R-330., ,.$31.95. 

□ Large Size (58 MM lens) 

Item #R-335. . . $34.95. 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


$ 

* 

t 

*: 

i 
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■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

■ Jungle Hats - ,except Dessert c * no) 

These “boome hats" are the real thing!! Each in 100% 
cotton ripstop. Sizes: S(7); M(7’/4): L(7V2); XL(7%). 
Choose: 

□ Woodland Camo. ... Item #H-210 

□ Oltve Drab (OD) Green Item #H-225 

□ Tiger Stripe Camo... Item #H-230 

□ Solid Black Item #H-235 

□ Khaki........... Item #H-240 

Choose Anyone ... $12.95. 

■ Jungle Hat - A copy of the real thing, 
made in the USA. A great value at $7.95/each! 

Item #H-245. Select: 

Woodland Camo □ Tiger Stripe Camo 

Olive Drab (OD) Green □ Black 




Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 
Orders trom $10.01 to 20.00 
Orders from $20.01 to 50.00 
Orders from $50,01 to 70.00 
Orders from $70,0Uo 90.00 
Orders over $90,00 

g Canadian Orderi-Send Double Amount Indicated. 



























































First U.S.A. 
Appearance 


Limited Supply 


In Marseille, France, our Designer, a former com¬ 
mando instructor, has developed in cooperation with 
the 1st Regiment of the Foreign Legion, an effective 
Combat Dagger based strictly on the French Military 
mnemoteehnic “F.O.M.B.E.C.” (Form, Shadow, 
Movement, Noise. Shinning, Camouflage) too often 
lacking in so called Combat Knives. 

Actually supplied to the French Foreign Legion 
since 1989. we are pleased to be able to offer these 
Combat Knives to US connoisseurs in limited supply. 


P.C.S. -U.S.A., P.O. BOX 853, FRANKTOWN, CO. 80116 
Gentlemen, please send me: 

_P.R.O. Dagger(s) at $79 each 

Qty 

Add $6 Shipping/Insurance. CO residents add 3.7% sales tax 

Name._ 


Address 
City:_ 


O Check/MO State:_ 
□ VISA/MC#_ 


Check out these features: 

P.C.S.' blued blade VH carbon steel 
Rockwell 60+ ★ 1/6.35” thick 

★ 12 3/8” overall ★ Weight: 12 o z. 

•k Zinc resin coated guard and pommel 

★ Full Tang. ★ Razor sharp 

★ Sheath: Cordura® ABS reinforced for rigidity 
. Machine washable 

■: Shoulder wearing possible 

★ ■ Removable multi-function elastic Velcro" strips 

for safe jumping included 

Most high standard knives loose their color and 
strength characteristics when re-heated again and 
again in the field every morning with the ’'coffee¬ 
heating-no-burnt-finger" system... This Dagger WILL 
NOT. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
P.C.S. U.S.A. 

P.C.S. France® U.S.A., Canada and E.E.C. Patend Pending 

(303) 841-6807 





























bloody nose with only two fire teams. 

The reason is simple. As Figure 1 
shows, the lead fire team- is the 
vulnerable team; they're the ones who 
get the bloody nose. As soon as the 
first shots are fired, that lead team is in 
trouble. Their problem is to get them¬ 


selves out of the killing zone, bringing 
any wounded with them if they can. 
That's about all that can be expected 
of them. 

The trailing fire team doesn't have 


much choice of action, either. They 
must get to a position where they can 
provide covering fire for the lead team. 
Usually, that will be about 50 meters 
from the point where the lead fire team 
first appeared on the high ground — if 
there is any. The arrow in Figure 1 
shows where a 
savvy sniper 
would expect 
the second fire 
team to establish 
their base of fire. 

Now we've 
got one team in 
the killing zone, 
struggling to get 
out, one team 
providing cover¬ 
ing fire for them 
— and nobody 
to do the envel¬ 
oping! No prob¬ 
lem, you say? 
We just have an¬ 
other squad to 
do the envelop¬ 
ing while our 
trailing team pro¬ 
vides a base of fire? Terrific! We've 
deployed the whole damn platoon to 
chase down two raggedy-ass riflemen 
— and the bastards'll probably get 
away while the platoon is de¬ 


ploying. 

With a three-fire-team squad, we 
don't need to deploy the platoon. In 
fact, we've got several alternatives. 
We can outflank the bloody nose from 
the left or right, as Figure 2 shows, or 
we can increase the base of fire if we 
think the enemy is too strong to be 
outflanked; or if the terrain permits, 
we can make a direct assault. 

But don't you need big squads to 
have three fire teams? Not really. 
Although Marine squads have varied 
from 13 to 14 men, you can have three 
fire teams with as few as 10 men, as 
Figure 3 shows. (Of course, now that 
the Army in its wisdom has reduced 
the squad to nine men they have a 
problem, especially in Bradley- 
equipped units where three of those 
men make up the vehicle crew.) 

The three-fire-team organization fits 
in well with other missions. For exam¬ 
ple, in attacking a bunker or other 
fortified position, you need three 
teams: a suppression team to keep the 
enemy "buttoned up," an assault team 
to carry out the actual attack, and a 
security team to protect the other two 
teams. In an ambush or a raid, you 
need an assault element, a support 
element, and a security element. The 
three-fire-team squad is the way to go. 
Don't let anybody tell you different.^ 



Figure 3. A 10-man squad organized into three fire teams. 
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Only $4.95 ea. 

Our Professional quality, laminated photo 
card system will amaze your associates! 
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SOF MOST WANTED 


DEATH OF A 
BANK ROBBER 

Gentleman Bandit's Number Up at 50 

by Morgan Tanner 
Photos Courtesy Eddie Morales 


W HEN Eddie Morales grabbed his .38 
out of his holster one October after¬ 
noon in 1987, he didn’t know that 50 was 
about to become his lucky number. 

A cop on the Denver vice squad, Eddie 
was working off-duty at the Silverado 
Savings and Loan protecting the cash from 
the “Gentleman Bandit,” the smooth- 
talking robber of some four dozen banks in 
Pennsylvania, New York, Missouri, Min¬ 
nesota, Indiana, Colorado and Washington. 

An FBI analysis of the Bandit’s MO 
showed he preferred quiet, neighborhood 
banks without uniformed guards. The Sil¬ 
verado fit the bill — in fact it was where he 
had pulled his first successful heist in 

The “Gentleman Bandit” walks into the Silverado S&L in Jefferson 
County, Colorado, and reaches inside his bag for his nickel-plated 
S&W Model 39 pistol. “Good afternoon ladies,” he says, “this Ls a 
robbery.” He doesn’t see officer Eddie Morales at the far end of the 
counter because a sign partially hides him from view. A female bank 
employee (far right) walks out of the field of fire after Eddie tells her to 
“Get out of Dodge.” 


a book. 

“I was reading about the Zodiac murders 
and was pretty engrossed,” he recalls. 
“But I kept feeling kind of weird. Antsy. 
Twice I quit reading and went outside the 
bank to look around — something I had 
never done before. You know that feeling 
you get when someone’s looking at you? 
Thafs how I felt. I went out to the parking 
lot twice, but I didn’t see anything.” 

Eddie was talking with one of the women 
tellers when, at 1630, a bank executive 
sitting in her office noticed a man riding up 
to the bank on a bicycle. She recognized 
him from when he had robbed the bank 
before. 

He still does not see Officer Eddie Morales and motions the women 
tellers to get the money ready and move toward the far end of the 
counter. Pressed for time, his tension seems to be mounting. Eddie 
knows he has to do something fast, before the women get in his way. He 
wishes he had brought his .45 instead of his Chiefs Special .38. 


Colorado. Eddie Morales was hired to 
stop him. 

As usual on Wednesdays, Eddie stopped 
by home after his shift on vice and dressed 
for his stint at the Silverado in a gray 
three-piece suit. According to the FBI, the 
polite, clean-cut Gentleman Bandit struck 
his targets on Wednesday or Friday after¬ 
noons from 1500 to 1700 hours. From 1300 
hours to closing each Wednesday, Eddie 
pretended to be a bank teller. He situated 
himself at the teller window farthest from 
the front door, one partially concealed by a 
counter sign advertising Certificates of 
Deposit. As was his habit, Eddie put a 
closed sign in front of him and opened 
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TANNER REPORT 


Veteran SOF correspondent Morgan Tanner is equally at home 
covering combat zones in Central America and the violent streets 
of the U.S.A. Recent Tanner articles have focused on the 
gang/crack connection in America. 


“She said, ‘Eddie, here he comes,’ ” 
Eddie recalls. “I looked up and knew right 
away it was the Gentleman Bandit. The 
FBI had photos of him from previous 
robberies, and I used to look at them all the 
time.” 

The man who walked through the glass 
door of the bank fairly bristled with 
self-confidence. In his mid-thirties, he 
looked athletic. He had a big, dark mous¬ 
tache, and dark hair peeked out from under 
his blue baseball cap. He wore a red knit 
shirt, nice-fitting designer blue-jeans, a 
black and gold Seiko watch, and white 
Nikes. As the man strode into the bank, 
Eddie hit the surveillance camera and silent 
alarm and told the woman he had been 
talking with to get out of the way. He 
watched with alarm as the man suddenly 
reached into a gray shoulder bag and pulled 
out a gun. 

“I knew then it was going to be a 
one-on-one confrontation,” he says. 

In the seconds that followed, Eddie 
lamented his own choice of a weapon. He 
was 15 feet from the Bandit, but he 
immediately recognized the type of gun the 
robber carried— a big, nickel-plated Smith 
& Wesson Model 39 autoloader. Morales 
was carrying an S&W Model 60 Chiefs 
Special .38 revolver. It held just five 
rounds of Remington jacketed hollow-point 
+ P ammunition. Doubts suddenly flooded 
Eddie’s mind — thoughts like “I’m out¬ 
gunned,” and “he has a lot more rounds,” 
and “he’s probably a better shot than 
lam.” 

“I couldn’t hit a bull in the butt with that 
five-shot,” Eddie says. “I was wishing I 
had brought my .45, or my 9mm, or my 
shotgun.” 

But wishing didn’t change the facts. The 
Bandit politely approached the women 
tellers, weapon in hand. 


“Good after¬ 
noon, ladies,” 

Eddie recalls the 
Bandit saying. 

“This is a robbery. 

Put the money on 
the counter.” 

“I’ll never forget that he used the word 
‘ladies,’ ” Eddie says. “It suddenly 
clicked for me that the guy hadn’t 
seen me. ” 

The women reached for the money he 
demanded, but they moved too slowly to 
suit him. He waved his gun at them. 

“You could see the tension mounting in 
him,” Eddie says. “He figured he had 
three, four, five minutes tops to get in and 
out before the police showed up.” 

According to photos from the surveil¬ 
lance camera, the events that followed took 
less than a minute. To Eddie, it seemed like 
eternity. To the Bandit, it was a lifetime. 

“Put the money up and start moving,” 
Eddie recalls him saying. 

The Bandit motioned with the barrel of 
his gun that the women should move down 
the teller line toward the far wall. 

“I started thinking, ‘Oh man, he’s going 
to bunch them all up on me, and then I 
won’t be able to do anything with these 
civilians in the way,’ ” Eddie recalls. “I 
figured I’d have to do something right 
away.” 

Eddie yelled, “Police officer. Drop it.” 

The Bandit stiffened in surprise, but he 
made no motion to drop his gun. 

“I was scared shitless,” Eddie says. “In 
‘Gunsmoke,’ James Amess always wins 
the shootout. But real life isn’t that way. I 
didn’t know this guy. Maybe he was a 
former SEAL — trained really well.” 

The Bandit swung and faced Eddie. He 
had never fired on anyone during his bank 
robberies, but he had never been con¬ 


fronted before. In case he was someday 
challenged, he was ready. The FBI found 
that he had the safety off his 9mm, and a 
round in the chute. 

“I could see the question in his eyes, run 
or fight?” Eddie recalls. “Then, I could 
see when his mind said, ‘Do it.’ ” 

The Bandit started raising his gun. 

“That’s when I dropped the hammer,” 
Eddie says. 

In the dead silence of the bank, the shot 
sounded like a howitzer. As he had been 
trained to do, Eddie fired in a two-shot 
sequence. The first round hit the Bandit in 
the chest. He slumped to the floor. 

“It was then that I almost made a 
mistake,” Eddie recalls. “My reaction was 
to run around the counter and rope him up 
like an old rodeo cowboy. One part of your 
mind is gushing up like an oil well ready to 
pop, and the other is saying, ‘Calm down, 
calm down.’ I stopped, regrouped and 
looked at him. I had to make sure he wasn’t 
playing possum — laying for me with 
another gun.” 

The Bandit struggled to stand up. 

“Roll over and show me your hands,” 
Eddie remembers shouting. “But he 
wouldn’t. Finally I said, ‘If you don’t. I’m 
going to cap you again.’ ” 

The Bandit rolled over, and Eddie saw a 
gun lying on the floor next to a baseball cap 
and black wig. He stared at the nearly bald 
man, then ran forward and kicked the gun 
out of the way. He handcuffed the Bandit’s 
hands behind him and hollered for the 
women to call an ambulance. He knelt 


Although he has never shot anyone, the Bandit waves his gun 
threatening the women. Eddie’s training clicks in and he looks out over 
the field of fire making certain no bystander has come into the bank. 
The field is clear. Still hidden by the sign, he pulls his .38 loaded with 
five rounds of Remington Hollow Point + P ammo. 



Eddie yells, “Police officer. Drop it!” The Bandit stiffens in surprise 
but makes no motion to drop his gun. The Bandit has never been 
confronted before. He is ready with the safety off and a 9mm round in 
the chute. “I could see the question in his eyes, run or fight?” Eddie 
recalls. “Then, I could see when his mind said, ‘Do it.* ” The Bandit 
starts raising his gun. 
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GENTLEMEN PREFER 
BANKS _ 


The Gentleman Bandit pulled off 49 
successful bank robberies in seven 
states, netting $350,000 and making 
him the third most prolific bank robber 
since the FBI began investigating the 
crime in the 1920s. Dellinger outrobbed 
such notables as Bonnie and Clyde and 
John Dillinger, but fell short of the 
all-time records of Edwin Dodson, who 
stole $220,000 in 64 heists during seven 
months in 1983, and Gilbert Everett 
who hit 53 banks. 

In 1929, the first year for which the 
FBI has records, there were 450 bank 
robberies. In 1988 there were 7,386. 


down by the Bandit, patting him down for 
another weapon. 

“Who are you?” Eddie recalls asking. 

“Dellinger,” said the Bandit. 

“I though he was playing with me, 
saying he was John Dillinger reincar¬ 
nated,” Eddie says, referring to the infa¬ 
mous bank robber of the 1930s. “I asked 
him, ‘Are you going to play this to the 
end?’ ” 

“Dellinger,” the down man repeated. 

Eddie raised the Bandit’s red shirt and 
saw the skin of his belly turning blue from 
internal bleeding. Looking at the wound in 
his chest, he figured that the hit would have 
been a “10” on a silhouette target. 

“You shot me, you asshole,” the Bandit 
said. 

“Lay still,” Eddie comforted. “Save 
your breath.” 

But lying on the floor in the bank, the 
Bandit knew he was hurt badly. 

“I guess 50 isn’t my lucky number,” he 
said. 

At the time, neither Eddie nor the FBI 


knew that the Gendeman Bandit had pulled 
off 49 successful bank robberies in seven 
states, netting $350,000 and making him 
the third most prolific bank robber in FBI 
history. Later, in the emergency room, 
he’d shout to the nurses that he’d robbed 50 
banks. 

“I felt sorry for him,” Eddie says. “I 
told him, ‘You made me shoot you.’ He 
really did. I didn’t want to shoot him. But I 
know he would have shot me. He had 
nothing to lose.” 

The Bandit was flown to a hospital, and 
Eddie answered what seemed like a zillion 
questions for county and FBI investigators. 
The next day, Eddie woke early and turned 
on the morning news to learn the Bandit’s 
condition. Melvin Ray Dellinger, Jr., as the 
Gentleman Bandit was finally identified, 
died at 0425 , 8 October 1987, 12 hours 
after he suffered an inoperable wound to his 
liver. The autopsy described it as a “large 
caliber gunshot wound in the right lower 
chest” with the slug lodging near his spine. 
According to Eddie, the hollow-point Plus 
P round had expanded to nearly a .50 
caliber. The second round Eddie fired was 
found later in a door jam. 

“I really thought he’d make it,” Eddie 
says. “I thought he was too cocky to die.” 

The Bandit died leaving a lot of ques¬ 
tions unanswered. Questions like what he 
did with the $350,000 he stole and what 
motivated him to rob banks. In dying, he 
also forged a bond with Eddie Morales. 

After the shooting, Eddie wanted to get 
right back to his work as a cop, to try to get 
his emotions back in order. But officially 
he was the suspect in a homicide and had to 
wait until investigators cleared him of any 
wrong-doing. During those days of wait¬ 
ing, he discovered that he and Melvin 
Dellinger were both 34, bom with a few 
weeks of each other during the summer of 
1953. Eddie grew up in New York City, 


only a few hours’ drive from Dellinger’s 
home in Pennsylvania. When Eddie joined 
the Air Force, Dellinger went into the 
Army. And while Eddie became an Air 
Force security cop, Dellinger was accepted 
into the Warrant Officer program, and then 
dropped out when he was caught robbing a 
bank. 

“It makes you wonder why he did it,” 
Eddie says. “He was obviously smart 
enough to do something else.” 

“The Gentleman Bandit was good, 
careful and lucky,” said Bob Pence of 
Denver’s FBI. But on 7 October 1987, 
things “didn’t go his way.” 

Before he became the successful Gentle¬ 
man Bandit, Dellinger bungled two bank 
robberies during his internship. In the first, 
a teller in a Florida bank handed over $532 
when he told her that an accomplice across 
the street had a shotgun pointed at her. The 
next day he was reading the newspaper at 
breakfast in a hotel when he noticed that a 
composite drawing looked a lot like him. 
The waitress thought so, too. She called the 
police. In his second attempt, he told a bank 
loan officer in St. Louis, Missouri, that 
he’d blow up a briefcase bomb unless he 
got $50,000. While Dellinger waited in the 
lobby, the loan officer hustled off to get the 
money and came back with the police. 
Dellinger served time in federal prison in El 
Reno, Oklahoma. 

According to Pence, Dellinger once told 
fellow inmates that bank robbery was “the 
ultimate crime.” There were two rules for 
being successful, he said. Don’t get caught 
at the scene and don’t tell anyone. 

One of those rules Dellinger followed to 
the letter; breaking the other cost him his 
life. He was caught red-handed by Eddie 
Morales. But taking his own advice, he 
never told anyone — not even his wife 
— how he got his spending cash. Instead, 
he carried a note in his pocket that gave his 


As his police training clicks in, Eddie fires a two-shot sequence aimed at 
the center of mass. The first hollow-point round hits the Bandit in the 
chest. He slumps to the floor. The second round lodges in a door jam. 
The shots sound like a howitzer and the muzzle blast knocks over the 
sign that earlier had hidden Eddie. 




The Bandit slumps to the floor. Eddie’s impulse tells him to run around 
the counter like an old rodeo cowboy and rope up the Bandit. “Part of 
my mind gushes up like an oil well ready to pop, while the other part 
says, 'Calm down, calm down.’ I stop, regroup and look for his gun.” 
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Former Denver Police Vice Squad officer 
Eddie Morales holding a plaque he received 
from the FBI for his role in stopping the 
Gentleman Bandit. Photo: David Bjorkman, 
National News Service 

wife’s name and telephone number. It said, 
“My wife knows nothing about this. Please 
tell her I’m sorry. Thanks.” His neighbors 
were shocked when they discovered that the 
quiet, kind man who had watched their 
houses for them while they were on 
vacation was the Gentleman Bandit. They 
though he was a traveling carpet salesman. 
His wife, who often saw him working at a 
word processor, knew him as a writer. ' 
The FBI believes he was a gambler. 
According to Pence, Dellinger probably 
piddled away the stolen money in the 
casinos of New Jersey and Las Vegas, 


where he was a preferred customer at 
Caesar’s Palace, living a ’’good, not gaudy 
life.” And robbing banks — 49 of them 
over four years, and two on one day 

— definitely qualified him as a gambler. 
Finally, while attempting his 50th, the 
“house” won. 

“His biggest mistake was he was too 
cocky — so cocky that he came back to the 
first bank he ever robbed,” Eddie says. 

What kept Eddie from making mistakes 
that could have cost him his life during the 
shooting was his police training. His 
training clicked in, and he followed the drill 
he had learned as a cadet: Fire in two-shot 
sequences, aim at center mass, pick your 
shot, pick your time, and make sure you 
really have to shoot. 

“I could have shot him in the back when 
he was busy, but I didn’t,” says Eddie. “I 
gave him every opportunity. But after a 
certain point, you can’t hesitate. You just 
do what you have to, and explain it later. 
Afterward, you have a lifetime to scrutinize 
your actions.” 

A team of investigators scrutinized 
Eddie’s actions and found him justified in 
shooting the Gentleman Bandit. He re¬ 
ceived thanks and plaques — one from the 
FBI — and went back to his job on the 
police force. But Eddie’s memory of that 
day didn’t die with the Bandit. He dreamed 
repeatedly of shooting Dellinger. The 
dreams differed from, his usual cop dreams 

— those where “a guy’s coming after you 
and you shoot him and shoot him, but he 
doesn’t go down, and you wonder if 
someone put blanks in your gun.” 

“In my dreams, I almost relived the 
shootout,” he says. “Just like in the 
photographs. I look at those, and I get an 
adrenaline rush again.” 

No cop can deny that every day on the 
job is a gamble. But most say they’re at 
their best when 
they’re facing a chal¬ 
lenge. 

’’Your buddies 
get shot, you get 
scared, but always 
you go back to the 
job,” Eddie says. 
“It’s an adrenaline 
rush. In a dope deal, 
every time you kick 
in a door, you won¬ 
der what’s going to 
be behind it. Is there 
a guy with an 
M60?” 

In robbing the Sil¬ 
verado S&L, Melvin 
Dellinger met his 
match in Eddie Mo¬ 
rales. He might have 
had a premonition 
about that heist and 
wrote the note to his 
wife, or maybe he 
carried it on every 
robbery. But he must 
have figured that 


FBI STATISTICS 

The FBI attributes the following 
robberies to the 
“Gentleman Bandit.” 

DATE 

1983 

BANK & LOCATION 

May 26 

lint Blair County NatT Bank. Upton, PA 

July 19 

Cohimbts S&L Assn., Altoona, PA 

Aug. 30 

Valley Bank & Trus, Chambersijarg, PA 

Oct 13 

first linked Federal S&L, Johnstown, PA 

Nov. 10 

Hamilton Bank, York, PA 

Dec. 2 

1984 

Lebanon Valley Nat’l Bank, Mytrstown, PA 

Jan. 30 

Security Savings Assn., Haakon, PA 

March2 

Landmark Savings, Greenslmrg, PA 

April 9 

SSverado Banking, Jefiersoc Comity, CO 

April 11 

Empire S&L, Federal Heights, CO 

April 3 

MeOoo Bank, Lewisbcrg, PA 

June 1 

Minnesota Federal S&L, Minnetonka, MN 

July 3 

Empire S&L, Jefferson County, CO 

July 12 

Drovers & Mechanics, York, PA 

Aug. 22 

York Federal S&L, Camp H3, PA 

Sept. 6 

fir£ Federal S&L, Gladstone, MO 

Sept. 6 

Home Saving? Assn., Independence, MO 

Oct 26 

Otero S&L, Colorado Springs, CO 

Dec. 5 

Empire S&L, Colorado Springs, CO 

Dec. 27 

1985 

First Federal S&L, Johnson dy, NY 

March 20 

Capital Federal S&L, Wheat Ridge, CO 

March 29 

Railroadman Federal Savings, Indianapolis, IN 

May 8 

World S&L, FL Coffins, CO 

June 5 

Omnibank, Englewood, CO 

Aug. 15 

Empire S&L, Arvada, CO 

Oct 2 

SSvmdoSaviEgs, Colorado Springs, CO 

Oct. 23 

WWd S&L Am, Aurora, CO 

Nov. 7 

1986 

first Federal Savings, Littleton, CO 

Jan. 15 

Empire S&L, Lakewood, CO 

Jan. 30 

Key S&L Asa., Uflktoo, CO 

Feb. 20 

Empire S&L, Colorado Springs, CO 

March 14 

Fira Federal S&L, Loveland, CO 

March 27 

PrndcotLal Bank, Redmond, WA 

April 24 

Colombia S&L Assn., Northglenn, CO 

June 6 

Empire Savings Bank, Ft. Collins, CO 

July 10 

Commerce] Federal, Denver, CO 

Aug. 8 

Central Bank, Aurora, CO 

Aug. 14 

Drovers & Mechanics, Spring Garda Town., PA 

Sept. 11 

1987 

Fultoo Bank, Maobeim, PA 

Feb. 4 

first Federal Savings, Littleton. CO 

ftb. 13 

Empire S&L, Boulder, CO 

Feb.25 

First Federal S&L, Johnson City, NY' 

March 18 

Hamilton Bank. Hanover, PA 

May 12 

American Federal S&L, Colorado Sprags. CO 

May 28 

Empire S&L, Cotondo Springs, CO 

July 9 

first Federal S&L, Aurora, CO 

July 23 

Univers&y Federal Savings Bank, Tfcoma, WA 

Aug. 8 

Empire Savings. Wheat Ridge, CO 

Sept 10 

Colorado National Bank, Greeley, CO 

Oct. 7 

Silverado Banking. Jefferson County. CO 

Source Federal Bureau of Investigation 


someday his number would be up. 

“Everything he did was a gamble,” 
Eddie muses. “Maybe robbing banks was 
part of his game. Like ‘how long can I get 
away with it?’ If he’d stopped at 49, he’d 
still be alive. 


The Bandit struggles to get up. Eddie shouts, “Roll over and show me 
your hands.” The Bandit doesn’t move. Finally Eddie says, “If you 
don’t, I’m going to cap you again.” The Bandit finally rolls over and 
Eddie sees his empty hands and blood on his shirt. Stepping out from 
behind the counter he sees the gun lying on the floor next to a baseball 
cap and black wig (hidden by chair). 
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GORBACHEV JOINS HCI! 

(Courtesy of SOF) 

by Robert K. Brown 


I want to give... 


I know that Handgun Control, Inc . is fighting against one of the biggest and richest lobbies in 
Washington — the militant NRA. Enclosed is my contribution, and name, to help Handgun 
Control, Inc. grow and win the fight to keep handguns out of the wrong hands and outlaw 
military-type assault weapons. 

□ $35 (the price of a Saturday night special) 

P $15 □ $20 □ $50 □ $100 □ Other $_ 

Mikhail Gorbachev pc089 

c/o Embassy of the U.S.S.R. 

1125 16th St., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

□ I want Congress to know how I feel. I've signed my letter to my Representative 
and sent it in. 

Please return this reply form in the enclosed business reply envelope. Make your check payable to Handgun 
Control, Inc. and return to P.O. Box 96627, Washington, D.C. 20077-7307. A contribution of $15 or more 
entitles you to full membership privileges in Handgun Control, Inc. 

Because we work full time for legislation, contributions to HCI are not tax-deductible. 


out of the Soviet Union. 

Handgun Control, Inc. also under¬ 
stands the value of that kind of decep¬ 
tion. That’s why the organization that 
spent the last year and millions of dollars 
whipping up public hysteria against 
semiautomatic rifles has always claimed 
it was only interested in banning 
handguns. 

We at SOF think Gorbachev would 
feel right at home in Handgun Control, 
Inc., so sensitive, solicitous chappies 
that we are, we passed the hat and bought 
him a complimentary membership for 
his contributions to gun control. It’s the 
least we can do for glasnost. And truth in 
advertising.^ 


A NOTHER gun-grabber joins Hand¬ 
gun Control, Inc. 

When Mikhail Gorbachev ordered the 
Red Army into Lithuania last April, one 
of the first things it did was order the 
people to turn in their guns. The same 
thing happened in Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
and Soviet Georgia. 

In the last 12 months Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev has done more for gun control 
than anyone else in the world. More than 
Sarah Brady or Howard Metzenbaum or 
Time Magazine. More than William 
Bennett or George Bush. He ordered the 
people of at least four of the Soviet 
Union’s republics disarmed. And be¬ 
cause in the Soviet Union all guns are 
registered, he’s made it stick. 

In the Soviet Union, Gorbachev is 
considered a liberal, and he has at least 
one thing in common with liberals in the 
West: he doesn’t trust ordinary people 
with guns. Like liberals in the West, he 
knows that when ordinary people are 
armed it’s much harder to restructure 
their lives along lines more to your 
liking. 

And like liberals in the West, he also 
knows the importance of hiding your true 
intentions when it comes to gun control. 
That’s why when the Red Army confis¬ 
cated guns in Lithuania it announced it 
was doing so to maintain “law and 
order,” even though the real reason was 
fear that if the Lithuanian people were 
armed they might try to shoot their way 


^ OMEGA GROUP, LTD. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
SOF’s Action Series 
S.O.F. Exchange, S.O.F. Convention 

P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 • (303) 449-3750 


no. 61041 

bank of boulder 
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SHOT SHOW ’90 


American Arms Industry Alive and Well 


by Galen Geer 


A total of 1,210 exhibitors crowded into 
the Las Vegas Convention Center last 
January for the 1990 “Shooting Hunting 
Outdoor Trade (SHOT) Show. By using the 
SHOT Show to showcase new products and 
innovative improvements of existing lines, 
both established manufacturers and indus¬ 
try newcomers proved once again that the 
outdoor and firearms industries are alive 
and well in America 

Many exhibitors rely on the SHOT Show 
to provide the lion’s share of their merchan¬ 
dise and gun orders for the coining year. 
New companies often view their first 
SHOT Show as a make-or-break sales 
experience. Established companies fre¬ 
quently use the SHOT Show as an opportu¬ 
nity to test new products and concepts. A 
product that is well received at SHOT will 
make the company catalog for at least the 
next year. 

A Sampling of New Products 
No single publication could hope to 
cover the entire SHOT Show, even if new 
products were the only focus of the 
coverage. The following sampling of 
companies and their products represents 
only a fraction of the new products that 
were on display this year. Other products 
will be presented to SOF readers in future 
issues. If you want to learn more about any 
of these products, write the company using 
the address listed. 

The Shot Show is a good indicator of 
trends within the industry. An example of 
this at this year’s show was the proliferation 
of companies entering the laser sight 
market. Lasers have been around for years 
but laser production has been expensive and 
very few shooters could afford them. 
Recent innovations and the expiration of 
patents have brought down the cost of 
diodes, however, and the retail price of a 
laser sight is now comparable with that of 
optical rifle scopes, allowing more 
companies to enter the market. 
Accordingly, some companies that are 
traditionally associated with visual optics 
are now marketing laser sights. Among 
these is Tasco, which introduced its new 
LaserPoint at this year’s show. This laser 
sight has three modes of operation — 
continuous, pulsed and multi-mode — 
which sets it apart from other laser sights. 
Tasco also introduced a new Titan rifle 
scope series, now available in 3X-9X with 
42mm objective, and a 1.5X-6X also with 
a 42mm objective. (Tasco, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 520080, Miami, FL 32152.) 
Another offering in the laser field comes 


A1 Mar (left) with SOF Publisher/Editor Robert K. Brown. Brown is wearing Al Mar^s new TAC 
Jacket, introduced at the SHOT Show. Photo: Galen Geer 


Gerber’s “Stealth” knife introduced at the 1990 SHOT Show. 


Camillus Cutlery commemorative series of knives. 
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Ron Robley of Gerber Legendary Blades 
(center) listens as customers explain their 
knife needs during the 1990 SHOT Show. 
Photo: Galen Geer 


from Aimpoint, a film well established in 
the electronic red dot sighting system scope 
market. Aimpoint is now offering a 
compact laser sight, also called Laserpoint, 
to complement their red dot scopes. 
Aimpoint has also expanded its line of red 
dot sighting systems with the addition of the 
3000 line of scopes. (Aimpoint, Dept. 
SOF, 203 Eldon St., Suite 302, Herndon, 
VA 22070.) 

A company that has specialized in laser 
sight systems is Laser Devices, Inc., a firm 
headed by Heins Thummel, inventor of the 
laser sight system. The company markets a 
variety of laser sights of different sizes and 
intensities and offers special glasses to 
enable the lasers to be used in daylight. In 
addition, Thummel has reflective laser 
targets for range practices. (Laser Devices, 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 2880 Research Park Dr. 
#100, Soquel, CA 95073.) 

It seems that virtually every rifle scope 
company has a new offering on the market. 
One new scope from Shepherd Scopes, 
Ltd. is the Sniper-Counter Sniper Scope 
that is a 3X1 OX 140mm giant scope with 
speciai range finding features built in. 
(Shepherd Scope, Ltd., Dept. SOF, Box 
189, Waterloo, NE 68069.) 

Pentax, well known for its camera line, 
also manufactures rifle and pistol scopes. 
This year Pentax introduced two new 
scopes. The larger scope is a 6X-18X 
variable with a 40mm objective. The other 
is a 4X-12X Mini with a 36mm objective 
diameter. (Pentax, Dept. SOF, 35 
Inverness Dr., East Englewood, CO 
80112.) 

Knives always attract a lot of interest at 
SHOT Shows, and a particularly interesting 



Heinz Thummel, inventor of the laser sight 
system and owner of Laser Devices, 
demonstrating one of his lasers. Photo: Galen 
Geer 



Catoctin Cutlery is marketing this Italian 
Navy Knife in the United States. 



Brigade Quartermaster, Ltd. is actively 
competing in the camouflage market with 
their ASAT camouflage pattern shown here. 
Photo: Galen Geer 

one this year was shown by Catoctin 
Cutlery. The #685 N.E.K. Italian Navy 
Knife is a large-bladed weapon that is used 
by Italian navy helicopter crew members as 
an emergency knife. (Catoctin Cutlery, 
Dept, SOF, Box 188, Smithsburg, MD 
21783.) 

Gerber Legendary' Blades (FISKARS) 
introduced five knives at the SHOT Show, 
including a new “Stealth” knife. The latter 
is a survival knife system with an 
innovative sheath that is part of the knife 



TOP & ABOVE: Walls of Texas introduced 
several new camouflage clothing items at the 
SHOT Show. 



Aimpoint’s entry into the laser market is its 
compact Laserpoint . 


package. Gerber also introduced a new 
knife system in the Magnum L.S.T. line. 
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Silva’s newest compass floats and has been 
shock tested to withstand extremes in 
temperature. 


These knives, have 
interchangeable blades 
for a wide range of jobs, 

(Gerber, Dept. SOF, 

401 Fourth St., Wausau, 

WI 54401.) 

This year the U.S. 
armed forces are being 
commemorated with 
knives from Camillus 
Cutlery. A collection of 
four authentic combat 
knives, including the 
Navy Marie 2, Army 
Marie 3 Trench Knife, 

Marine Corps Fighting 
Knife and the Air Force 
Pilot Survival Knife is 
available. Each blade is 
embossed in 18-karat 
gold with the seal for the 
branch of service that 
uses it. (Camillus 
Cutlery, Dept. SOF, 54 
Main St., Camillus, NY 
13031.) 

An unusual knife that 
has proven itself in the 
field is the “Game Skinner” from Outdoor 
Edge Cutlery. This year David Block has 
introduced a smaller version, dubbed the 
“Game Trapper,” which will appeal to 
serious sportsmen who hunt a wide variety 
of game. (Outdoor Edge, Dept. SOF, 2888 
Bluff St., Suite 130, Boulder, CO 80301.) 

A knife company that has become a part 
of the SOF tradition is A1 Mar. This year A1 
has introduced A1 Mar Action Gear, a line 
of 28 new clothing products, including 
Tactical Jackets, pullovers, vest and 
shooting bags. As he has with his knives, 
AJ Mar is establishing himself with a line of 
products that will become standards in the 
adventure clothing market. (A1 Mar, Dept. 
SOF, 5755 S.W. Jean Rd., Suite 101, Lake 
Oswego, OR 97035.) 

Camouflage clothing in various patterns 
has been an important part of past shows, 
and this year camouflage was still attracting 
attention. Brigade Quartermaster has 
entered the camouflage market with its own 
pattern, called ASAT. The ASAT 
camouflage is an All-Season, All-Terrain 
camouflage that is based on the light and 
dark contrasting pattern concept that is 
intended to provide breakup of the human 
form. (Brigade Quartermaster, Dept. SOF, 
1025 Cobb International Blvd., Kennesaw, 
GA 30144.) 

Another camouflage product exhibited at 
the show came from Walls’ Industries of 
Cleburne, Texas. It uses a new Realtree 
Brown-Leaf pattern, which “picks up” the 
surrounding colors in its own pattern. Walls 
uses the new Realtree pattern in a wide 
variety of the hunting and outdoor clothing 
it manufactures, including coveralls, 
jackets and the Legend Hunting Coat. 
(Walls Industries, Dept. SOF, RO. Box 
98, Cleburne, TX 76031.) 

An important side of the industry is the 
shooter accessory line, and in this area 


Bianchi International 
used the SHOT Show 
to introduce several 
new undercover rigs, 
including the model 
4613 “Shark” rig. 

The shark holster 
body is made from Johnson Camping, Inc. 
two layers of tough Travel Kit. 
abrasion-resistant 
ballistic weave fabric; the harness is made 
from 1-inch web nylon. An offside ammo 
pouch that accommodates either two single 
or double-stacked magazines can be worn 
either horizontally or vertically. The Shark 
is available in either right- or left-handed 
versions. 

Also from Bianchi this year are the “Top 
Draw I and II” holsters for law 
enforcement. The Top Draw I is a straight- 
up holster and the Top Draw II has a 
15-degree cant to allow an angled draw. 
Both holsters are made from cowhide, and 
the holster and shank are lined with steel for 
extra protection and durability. (Bianchi 
International, Dept. SOF, 100 Calle 
Cortez, Temecula, CA 92390.) 

Johnson Camping, Inc. introduced a 
product that SOF readers who are frequent 
travelers will find appealing: The Camp 
Trail Travel Kit. The Travel Kit is a 
zippered, folding mini-briefcase that has 
four bottle/can compartments on one side 
and a fold-out mesh pocket with a second 
deep pocket on the other side. The kit holds 
the shaving and personal gear that makes 
traveling semi-comfortable, yet the kit 
takes up very little room and can be 
dropped in a briefcase for an overnight trip. 
(Camp Trail, Dept. SOF, 625 Conklin Rd., 

P.O. Box 966, Binghamton, NY 13902.) 

Johnson is also the parent company of 
Silva, and this year Silva introduced a 
floating compass that is light, compact and 


has introduced the compact Camp Trail 


features a full size sighting mirror with 
inch, millimeter, and declination scales for 
precise map reading. Silva shock tested the 
compass, and it has proven accurate in 
extremes from -40 degrees to +140 
degrees F. (Silva, Dept. SOF, 625 Conklin 
Rd., Binghamton, NY 13902.) 

Ram-Line, famous for its plastic 
products, has introduced the Sun-Tech .22 
Long Rifle pistol. The 1990 SHOT Show 
was the first public showing of the new 
pistol and it commanded a lot of attention at 
the show because of the use of plastics in its 
construction and its hybrid composite 
barrel. (Ram-Line, Dept. SOF, 15611 W. 
6th Ave., Golden, CO 80401.) 

Every reloading shooter wants to know 
the velocity of his bullet, and Shooting 
Chrony, Inc. has developed a compact 
chronograph that will tell him. It has a 
velocity range of 70 ft/s to 9,999 ft/s, and 
the unit is economical. (Shooting Chrony, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 101, Niagara Falls, 
NY 14207.) 

No matter what type of outdoor or 
shooting product a person is interested in, it 
was probably at the SHOT Show. But, the 
best news to come out of the show was not 
the new product announcements, but the 
enthusiasm for the shooting and hunting 
industry. Based on what we saw and heard 
in Vegas last January, the shooting and 
hunting sports are going strong for another 
year.X 
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SOF G-2 INTERVIEW 


PERU’S FATAL 
DISTRACTION 

Military Targets Druggers 
As Sendero Marches On 

by Tom Marks 



Peruvian Guardia Civil chopper patrols the highlands, as policeman watches countryside over 
sights of Star Z-45 SMG. Early government responses to Sendero Luminoso were by police, as 
civil authority was suspicious of giving military too much power. Photo: courtesy of Gustavo 
Gorriti, Caritas Magazine 


two previous articles , SOF Foreign 
Correspondent Tom Marks examined 
efforts by the communist insurgent group 
Sendero Luminoso (“Shining Path”) to 
wage revolutionary warfare in Peru. Marks 
found that Sendero had caused serious 
disruption of Peruvian life. Yet our corre¬ 


spondent emerged cautiously optimistic 
concerning the situation in the key sector of 
Ayacucho — even while pointing out the 
no-win dilemma of a military which was 
attempting to fight a counterinsurgency 
without coherent government support. In 
this final look at troubled Peru — a land as 


vast and populous as Texas , New Mexico 
and Arizona combined — Marks questions 
a senior Peruvian intelligence officer who 
consented to be interviewed only on the 
condition that his identity not be revealed. 
The officer voices concerns that need to be 
aired: his critique of Lima’s COIN program 
has the stamp of authority. Throughout the 
interview , the officer will be referred to 
simply as “Pablo. ” 

SOF: Let me start by saying that I’m 
basically familiar with your ideas 
through my sources here. I’ve asked to 
speak with you directly, because your 
views on the situation in Peru highlight 
aspects of the government’s security 
situation — and strategy for dealing with 
it — that you feel could use a good bit of 
improvement. A starting point: although 
Peru appears to be doing some things 
correctly militarily, evidence indicates 
that Sendero Luminoso continues to 
expand. What is the crux of the 
problem? 

Pablo: What strikes me is the appalling 
ignorance of government officials about the 
nature of the movement [Sendero], its 
background, its history, even its strategy. 
Most of the people who deal with the 
“Shining Path” insurgency — either on a 
professional or other basis — misunder¬ 
stand it. People, in other words, do not 
understand who is killing them. Why are 
they so stubbornly closed to knowledge, to 
understanding the reality of the enemy? 
Counterinsurgency doctrine here has been a 
very effective screen to reality. After all 
those years, they [government authorities] 
can parrot some Sendero thoughts, but they 
da not understand them. Neither the mili¬ 
tary nor the police have a correct grasp of 
the enemy they are fighting, so they fight 
the insurgency the wrong way. And the 
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politicians have no idea and have to bow to 
military wisdom. 

SOF: Is the situation really that 
serious? 

Pablo: Peru probably has lost 20,000 
dead in this struggle. People accept that we 
have arrived at a point where Sendero is a 
serious danger to the very existence of the 
country. Yet even now they don’t know 
what it’s all about. Most people here are not 
willing to tackle reality face on. This is an 
administrative war. Whoever can eliminate 
the enemy’s administrative framework will 
win. But that’s lost on our military. They 
want to seek out the enemy and annihilate 
him using the skills learned in military 
school. You have an armed bureaucracy, so 
you have to use it. You have a conventional 
approach with revolutionary war rhetoric. 
The Peruvian army was — and is — very 
influenced by the French army. All those 
notions of metaphysical warfare have their 
roots there — as does the widespread use of 
torture. 

In a phrase, they want to mold reality to 
fit military bureaucracy. When they have to 
deal with an unnatural kind of responsibil¬ 
ity, there’s dysfunction. In times of danger, 
a certain amount of creativity is tolerated. 
But in countries where there is almost 
feudal servitude to the institution, such as 
here, the possibilities are limited. 

SOF: Aren’t you overlooking the suc¬ 
cess the government has had historically 
against the earliest attempt by the com¬ 
munists to wage revolutionary warfare 
in Peru? 

Pablo: True, we cannot dismiss the 
military out of hand. When our first 
insurgency broke out in 1965, the military 
was able to quell it in a short time using 
some fairly sophisticated methods. The 
military subsequently took power in what 
might be called a “counterinsurgency 
coup.” They instituted numerous reforms, 
for they had notions of how to use deep 
social reforms to prevent reoccurrence of a 
revolutionary situation, at least as guided 
by the social sciences of the time [e.g. land 
reform, etc.]. They believed the usual: you 
have to reform and so forth. This was the 
dominant thought of the time. Their efforts 
failed, however, for reasons we now 
understand. Most particularly, they alien¬ 
ated the key managerial sector of the 
economy. In other words, if you go too far 
with reforms, you kill the patient. State 
machinery, too, became too bloated. It was 
a splendid and well-meaning failure; lots of 
new expectations were raised. 

Because of that failure, sectors of the 
military thought all of these reforms were 
wrong. They watched what was happening 
elsewhere in Latin America, especially in 
Argentina, with which we had close rela¬ 
tions, and saw the use of ruthless methods 
of eradication. With the reformists soiled 
by failure, the more repressive approach 
had the glow of success. Throughout the 
hemisphere, Argentina was admired for 
winning. Their whole approach was com¬ 
prehensive. That’s what you’ll find in 


our army. 

They don’t understand, of course, the 
key differences between the cases. Argen¬ 
tinian guerrillas did not have deep roots. 
They were too militaristic. When they went 
for confrontation, they never had a chance. 
The military could muster more firepower. 
They were a very shallow organization. 
They were very much a manifestation of 
the Cuban tradition. Sendero Luminoso 
does not belong to this tradition. It opts for 
popular war using the experiences of Mao 
and, very much, the Vietnam war. It uses 
the methodology and doctrine of Maoism, 
even the same slogans. Ruthlessness just 
won’t do for getting at the roots of such a 
phenomenon. I mean, Chiang Kai-shek 
could teach these people a thing or two 
about ruthlessness — and he lost! This 
misguided approach comes out of a lack of 
even very little translation of the good 
books on Vietnam. There’s very little new 
thought coming in. 

SOF: Still, having just come from 
Ayacucho, I was pleasantly surprised by 
how different the security situation was 
from what I had been led to expect. The 
approach to the problem was anything 
but conventional. 

Pablo: Some 

years ago the situa¬ 
tion in Ayacucho 
reached tragic pro¬ 
portions. Local peo¬ 
ple were made to go 
on sweeps, then left 
alone unprotected, 
armed only with 
pointed stakes. All 
too often they bore 
the brunt of the battle, because they were 
the real enemy to Sendero. Sendero made 
that very clear. 

Now, Shining Path is being defeated in 
some places. The peasants have been rising 
against it. The situation goes back and 
forth. In many areas peasants have formed 
their own units and are trying to get 
weapons. These are the people who should 
be cared for, but this has frequently not 
been the case. The general in Ayacucho is 
opposed to arming these militias, for it 
would weaken the army’s monopoly of 
force. 

SOF: I didn’t get that impression 
when I talked with him. Regardless, if 
your statement is accurate on a coun¬ 
trywide basis, the situation is bound to 
grow much worse, because attempts by 
the insurgents to mobilize the people 
must be met with counter-mobilization 
by the government. Absent that, the 
military will inevitably be overwhelmed 
by the proverbial “war of the flea” 
— that is, the dog can’t scratch every¬ 
where at once. Militias are an essential 
tool of counterinsurgency. 

Pablo: That is the bleak future we are 
staring at. The only thing going for the 
military is that Peru does not have a 
socialist neighbor, so you don’t have a Ho 
Chi Minh Trail. But you might soon get a 


very active “Cessna Trail.” Links with the 
coca trade continue to grow. 

Though the military response in 
Ayacucho was brutal, killing many inno¬ 
cent people, it also wounded the move¬ 
ment. Consequently, it retreated eastwards 
into the jungles, where it found a full- 
fledged coca movement. Paradoxically, 
there it found some of the ingredients 
necessary for real insurgency. Sendero 
promised to protect the coca growers 
against the government and the narcotraf¬ 
fickers. Hence, it gained popular support. 
From this area, Sendero launched a new 
strategy. Now, columns come out of 
valleys and inflict violence. The columns 
are aided by supporters whom the army has 
been unable to wipe out in the villages. By 
December 1987, virtually all of these 
eastern valleys were under Sendero control. 

SOF: There are reports, however, 
that Sendero is repeating its Ayacucho 
mistakes. From the Upper Huallaga, in 
particular, come reports of militaristic 
tendencies, of columns engaging in vio¬ 
lence divorced from political control. In 
this respect, could Sendero not be com¬ 
mitting the error exemplified by the 


Philippine New People’s Army (NPA) 
and its blunder in placing military over 
political struggle (see “Political Body 
Count,” June 1989)? 

Pablo: There have certainly been some 
problems. But bear in mind, considering 
the movement as a whole, Sendero goes to 
great pains to avoid fascistic errors. It is 
much more thorough in its Maoist approach 
than the NPA ever was. It has, in fact, 
published scathing criticism of the NPA. It 
claims the NPA has abandoned the basic 
tenets of people’s war. Sendero is much 
more consistent in its approach to popular 
war, though it should be noted it is using 
much more Viet Cong methods than those 
of early Mao. Terror and coercion are for it 
very important ways to gain support, going 
hand in hand with propaganda and ag¬ 
itprop. Persuasion versus terror is an 
incorrect dichotomy in analyzing their 
methods. Indoctrination holds the key. The 
“propaganda of the deed” is very impor¬ 
tant. The perception of strength goes a long 
way to being a magnet. True, there are 
cases of sheer coercion. Yet generally, 
there is a good balance between indoctrina¬ 
tion and coercion. It should be understood, 
though, that life for a Sendero member is 
not very pretty. Nobody can be sure of 
anything except for “the Emperor” [Sen¬ 
dero leader Abimael Guzman Reynoso]. 


ANALYTICAL MARKS 


In this third and final article in his series on Peru, Tom Marks 
. obtains a long-range prognosis through an interview with a senior 
Peruvian intelligence officer. A frequent contributor to SOF, 
Marks has filed stories from the Philippines, Vietnam, Cambo¬ 
dia, India, Sri Lanka, and Peru. A former infantry officer, Marks 
works and makes his home in Hawaii when not on assignment 
for SOF. 
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This is an essential element of instability 
which provides a very important element of 
pressure. 

SOF: How has Sendero turned this 
orientation into gains in terms of control 
over population? 

Pablo: They have been able to grow so 
fast because they emphasize the Leninist 
nature of the communist party. They are the 
Communist Party of Peru. So they have 
many front organizations. 

Sendero has a formal structure, popular 
committees charged with government or 
other responsibilities. The party keeps this 
apparatus clandestine. It runs education, 
taxation, and all other functions of a 
government. The actual way in which these 
functions are carried out changes from area 
to area. Yet they enlist almost everybody in 
an organization, often more than one. 

Sendero is not just in the mountains. It is 
also very much in urban areas. It carries out 
actions in the cities as well as the country¬ 
side, which is important given the level of 
urbanization in Peru. It sees the whole 
country as a base area with urban and rural 
areas complementary. Military actions are 
absolutely secondary to political aims. To 
gain control of territory and population is 
the aim of those actions — not to fight 
the army. 

The Sendero plan is to split the country 
along the sierra [the mountains that run the 
length of Peru], then cut off Lima from its 
main food supplies [which are mainly to the 
north; in the south the road net is not nearly 
as well developed]. Sendero has spread all 
along this spine and continues to grow. 
This was to have been the year of decision 
(1989), but it will probably take another 
year and a half, at least, before anything 
major occurs. But it’s coming. This coun¬ 
try is in serious shape. 

SOF: In meeting the threat, Peru 
certainly has not even begun to really tap 
its available military strength. Most of 
the army, for instance, is not involved in 
counterinsurgency operations. What 
about Sendero’s own military? What are 
they like? 

Pablo: Sendero has local, regional, and 
main forces. In the Upper Huallaga the 
situation is especially like this. There, the 
first company of the main force was formed 
as early as 1982. All important leaders in 
this military structure are party members. 
This is not the case with the troops, 
however. 

Let me emphasize, though: their actions 
with people under their control are as 
important as their cutting edge, the areas 
where they are expanding with the help of 
their armed fighters. They know they need 
to have a deep infrastructure. The popular- 
war approach requires so much discipline 
and stubborn consistency. This is the first 
time we’re seeing it in Latin America. 
Sendero has every reason to be happy about 
the way things have been going so far. The 
war is only nine years old, yet it has been 
imposed on a country which really wanted 
to live in peace. Further, there were limited 


resources for such an undertaking. 

SOF: Where does Sendero hope to end 
up? Should they be successful, what 
would “their* Peru be like? 

Pablo: In the Shining Path understanding 
of history, the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution in China was a turning point. 
They figure he [Mao] did not go far 
enough. There can be, they believe, several 
cultural revolutions. 

SOF: A movement believing that one 
of the more bizarre episodes in human 
history is “normal” — what accounts 
for such a movement? 

Pablo: There is no single explanation for 
Sendero. You might simply say that our 
insurgency is a product of too many things 
coming together at one point. But if you 
had to simplify, what is happening is 
because Sendero set out to do this revolu¬ 
tionary project. Every action is part of the 
popular war approach. Leadership is the 
most important part of the explanation. 

SOF: Is this, then, Che Guevara’s 
foco theory run amok? [Che believed 
that a small group of dedicated revolu¬ 
tionaries, serving as the core, or foco, 
could accelerate the revolutionary proc¬ 
ess. In essence, they could “make a 
revolution” by creating the conditions 
necessary for the overthrow of the exist¬ 
ing system.] 

Pablo: No this is very different. Talking 
to the Senderistas is like reading Mao. 
Before the first shot was fired, there were 
years and years of careful political work, of 
organization, of sending cadre to live in the 
countryside, of forming organizations 
using the social situation to give life to the 
revolutionary episode. They opposed gov¬ 
ernment reforms, because they damaged 
the movement. When the first incidents 
occurred in 1980, you already had 15 years 
of thorough organizational work. If there 
were not certain social conditions, their 
efforts would have been to no avail. But the 
social situation by itself would have pro¬ 
duced a very different revolt had Sendero 
not been there to channel the dissent. 

SOF: In opposing such people, you no 
doubt have some ideas of your own. We 
earlier discussed briefly, for example, 
the Philippine case. Any lessons there 
that Peru could utilize? 

Pablo: In defeating the Huks, the Philip¬ 
pines made a major contribution. There, an 
indigenous government beat an insurgency 
using essentially democratic means. Of 
course, here the situation is much more 
complicated. We have, for example, the 
cocaine trade factor. It is the most impor¬ 
tant export the bankrupt Peruvian economy 
has. The United States wants us to eradicate 
it, yet a whole part of our society has grown 
up around it. So most of these eradication 
measures have played into the hands of 
Shining Path. If things do not change in a 
substantial way, the American presence 
here will have the practical impact of 
intensifying the war. The military seems to 
understand this clearly. Yet, now that 
Firebase Santa Lucia is operational — the 



epitome of a firebase — the Americans 
want us to apply herbicide. It’s Agent 
Orange all over again. 

Until now, South American countries 
have been low priority in U.S. foreign 
policy. But now drugs have made a 
difference. The issue, in fact, has taken 
precedence over all others. But our very 
clear priority for now is the war. We can 
live with the drug problem for the time 
being. We cannot live with the war. 

SOF: What will it take to end the war? 

Pablo: We have no overall counterin¬ 
surgency plan. In 1965 there was a plan. 
Now, we have none. We’re just reacting. 
We need to revive our earlier plans and be 
autocritical. We must look for the enemy 
within. As an immediate step, special 
operations must be used against revolution¬ 
ary operations. But beyond that, you have 
to look at the problem with a strategic 
vision. You must support the economic and 
social actions of the government, because it 
is contradictions in these areas which 
produce the conflict. In the sierra, the 
government does not take actions to lift the 
level of life. Further, we have not inte¬ 
grated the regions of the insurgency — as 
well as many others — into the national 
life. Our country is so large and so diverse. 
It is not integrated. We don’t have a 
nation-state; we have a meeting of regions. 
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ABOVE: Guardia Civil members display 
communist flag captured from Senderos in 
early ’80s. Under leadership of Abimael 
Guzman, Sendero Luminoso has grown its 
own peculiar type of communist insurgency. 
Photo: courtesy of Gustavo Gorriti, Caritas 
Magazine 

ABOVE RIGHT: With dynamite stolen from 
Peru’s numerous mining operations, Sen¬ 
deros started blowing vital power nets in 
early ’80s. When these power lines were cut 
outside of Lima in August 1982, it blacked out 
the capita] and 10 other cities. Photo: 
courtesy of Gustavo Gorriti, Caritas 
Magazine. 

RIGHT: Compania Lince (Lynx Company) 
troopers train with FN/FAL rifles in 
Ayacucho. Author found such troops to be 
young, fit, and with high morale. According 
to interviewee “Pablo” more such troops are 
needed, as Peru’s most immediate threat is 
from Senderistas , not drug lords. Photo: Tom 
Marks 

The real problem of Peru is national 
integration. 

It is not only important to win, but how 
you win. You perhaps can win with fascist 
methods, but then you set yourself back a 
hundred years. We, therefore, cannot just 
let our military do what they wish. You 
have to leave society intact at the end of the 
process,^ 
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S AYED Jamal stepped forward and 
greeted me in normal Afghan fashion 
with a tight embrace and three kisses on the 
cheek, followed by a firm handshake. 

He looked much the same as I remem¬ 
bered him from our last meeting in 1988, 
except for two differences. First, Sayed 
Jamal’s aquiline features, framed by his 
characteristic goatee and tightly wrapped 
turban, were no longer commanding nor 
confident but masked in fear. Second, his 
feet were fettered with rods and chains. 

The former commander of the Afghan 
resistance party Hezb-i-Islami in the north¬ 
ern provincial capital of Taloqan was now a 
prisoner of his enemy, Ahmad Shah 
Massoud. 

Massoud belongs to the rival Jamiat-i- 
Islami, which like Hezb is one of the seven 
Afghan political parties based in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. Throughout Afghanistan these 
two parties have distinguished themselves 
on the battlefield not only against their 
common communist enemies, but also 
against each other. 

This rivalry flared in July 1989 when 
Sayed Jamal orchestrated an ambush 
against a convoy of Jamiat jeeps that was 
returning from a strategy-planning confer¬ 
ence at Massoud s military headquarters, 
about four hours’ drive from Taloqan, One 
of Massoud s top men was killed in the 
ambush. Of the others who were captured, 
some were set free but 31, say Jamiat, were 
executed. 

Massoud retaliated and after a brief 
skirmish captured Sayed Jamal and 1200 of 
his men, the bulk of whom defected to 
Massoud’s side. Sayed Jamal, Eshoni 
Merza (his brother and second in com¬ 
mand), and about 100 Hezb were im¬ 
prisoned. 

Four months after the ambush I was 
sitting with Sayed Jamal and three armed 
guards in the jail “guest room.” Massoud 
had given me written permission to visit the 
jail but the decision to see me rested with 
the prisoner himself. While I had gambled 
successfully on meeting Sayed Jamal I 
failed dismally in getting him 
to talk. 

Yes, he was being well fed and well 
treated and his cell was comfortable — 
even praying and sleeping in chains — but 
he wouldn’t open up on the ambush or the 
killings. 

Massoud’s men were saying that they 
had intercepted radio messages from the 
Hezb-i-Islami party boss Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar in Peshawar ordering the whole 
operation, but this remained unproven. All 
that Sayed Jamal offered was that his 
brother was in charge of the ambush; he 
himself had been in Taloqan City when it 
happened. 

It was an exacting and embarrassing 

BMP-1 IFV in Massoud’s heavy weapons 
battalion, which includes two ex-Soviet 
troopers: Ahmadullah from Siberia (2nd 
from left) and Azizullah from Moldavia, to 
his right. 


assignment to attempt an interview with a 
man whose face so clearly betrayed the 
knowledge that if found guilty he could 
expect no mercy from his accusers. 

I felt especially awkward because in the 
winter of 1988 a letter of introduction 
written for me by Sayed Jamal had got me 
out of a dicey situation after I had been 
arrested by Hezb in the arms bazaar of 
Ishkamish. When there was little else left to 
say, Sayed Jamal excused himself and 
shuffled off with a Kalashnikov-armed 
guard to wash in preparation for his 
prayers. 

In an interview that same day Massoud 
had told me that the fate of Sayed Jamal 
rested on the decision of the ulama (relig¬ 
ious scholars) of the four northern prov¬ 
inces under his control. 

Sayed Jamal was found guilty on 23 
December 1989 and was hanged in public 
in Taloqan along with his brother and 
several others. 

This internecine conflict all too clearly 
illustrates the bitter rivalry between the 
mujahideen factions contesting for suprem¬ 
acy in Afghanistan, conflict which not only 
belies any claim of muj unity but also saps 
the morale of commanders genuinely at¬ 
tempting to tackle the opposition army of 
President Najibullah of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan (DRA). 

Following the February 1989 Soviet 
troop withdrawal from Afghanistan there 
were high expectations among Afghans and 
foreign observers that the mujahideen 
would sweep Kabul clean of the ruling 
DRA regime. 

They have failed to do so. Moreover, 
only five capitals in the provincial outlands 
have fallen to the guerrillas. Even the DRA 
garrison at Samarkheil — the capture of 
which was the only muj victory in the 
debacle that was the battle for Jalalabad 
— has been recaptured by Najibullah’s 
troops. 

The war in Afghanistan has shifted gears 
and the move seems to have favored the 
DRA. No longer can the muj limit them¬ 
selves to hit-and-run guerrilla tactics but 
they must switch to conventional army 
warfare, a change for which they are 
largely unprepared. 

An exception is found in Ahmad Shah 
Massoud, who has distinguished himself by 
his singular ability not only to notch up an 
impressive list of victories but also to adapt 
his men to the changing military milieu. 

Massoud heads the 9,000-strong and 
growing Islamic Army of Afghanistan 
which rides shotgun for his political organi¬ 
zation the Shura-i-Nazir (Council of the 
North). The army, composed of regional 
forces (i.e. local muj) and a 2,500-man 
mobile central strike force under Mas¬ 
soud’s personal command, is the product of 
military training schools that run recruits 
through a four-week basic course that 
stresses efficiency in a variety of weapons 
coupled with religious studies, political 
indoctrination, elementary study of strategy 
and tactics, and lectures on the history of 


the jihad or religious struggle. 

The central forces break up into four 
regular battalions of 400-500 men each and 
a heavy weapons battalion beefed up with 
captured Soviet BMP-1 tanks and BTR-60 
APCs. There is also a small commando unit 
that effectively operates as Massoud’s 
bodyguard. 

A lack of funds has inhibited the planned 
wholesale purchase of uniforms designed to 
muj specifications, so the central forces 
ironically continue to wear their adopted 
standard uniform — summer-issue khaki 
pants and jacket of the Soviet army. These 
are being phased out slowly as U.S. 
Army-surplus uniforms become available. 

Although a native of the now muj- 
controlled Panjshir Valley in Kapisa Prov¬ 
ince, Massoud centers his operations in the 
adjoining province of Takhar to the north. 
His stronghold is in the Wiirsaj Valley to 
the southeast of the provincial capital 
Taloqan, which the Soviets left in 
August 1988. 

The bulk of the DRA troops either 
surrendered or quit Taloqan soon after and 
the muj entered the city with barely a shot 
fired, although the nagging presence of 
500-600 hard-core types, holed up in a 
public garden called Bagh-i-Zaqira on the 
city outskirts supported by pro-DR A mili¬ 
tiamen scattered at outposts to the north of 
the city, prompted joint-party operations 
there (Massoud and Sayed Jamal were then 

Armed with a Kalashnikov, Sayed Jamal on 
street in Taloqan City during better times in 
December 1988. Note that he wears his zipper 
at half mast, much like our great leader 
Robert K. Brown. Hopefully this doesn’t 
mean that RKB will be executed any time 
soon. 
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Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader of Hezb-i- 
Islami, at a press conference in Peshawar. 

allies), that dragged on until December 
1988, when the whole area was finally 
liberated. (See “Bagh-i-Zaqira Garden 
Party, ” December ’89). 

With Taloqan secure both logic and 
rumor indicated that the summer fighting 
season of 1989 wou/d be a hot one. 
Massoud would go for a major target, either 
Kunduz or Faisabad, the provincial capitals 
flanking Taloqan and still in government 
hands. 

In expectation of this offensive I trekked 
across the Hindu Kush for a week and 
hitched a ride to Taloqan where I found a 
dozen of my colleagues anxiously waiting 


for the same action. 

We were disappointed. 

Neither attack occurred. The Sayed 
Jamal attempt at back-stabbing had put all 
ops on hold. 

Meanwhile, a new development arose 
that further delayed the long-awaited 
offensive. 

Abdul Basir Khalid, an independent 
Jamiat commander with a large fiefdom 
around Faisabad, emerged from his lair for 
his first face-to-face meeting with Massoud 
in 10 years. Even during the historic 1988 
visit of his party boss Professor Burhanud- 
din Rabbani to Taloqan in September 1988, 
Basir Khalid did not budge from Faisabad. 
Jamait sources hinted that both pride and 
personal rivalry with Arianpour (likewise a 


Massoud’s heavy weapons receive attention 
from men of battalion. Note BRDM Scout car 
and 82mm recoilless rifle. 

native of Badakhshan Province and one of 
Massoud’s lieutenants), precluded previous 
meetings. 

Personal differences apparently recon¬ 
ciled, the two Jamiat leaders failed to agree 
on unity but reached an understanding for a 
joint operation against Faisabad. Events 
closer to Taloqan, however, forced Mas¬ 
soud to focus on his home front. 

Khwaja-i-Ghar, a small government gar¬ 
rison town 40 kilometers north of Taloqan, 
had been recaptured from the muj and 
upgraded to the status of new DRA provin¬ 
cial capital. Now defended by army regu- 
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Gholam All (2nd from left), survivor of Sayed 
Jamal massacre, and group in Khanabad. 

lars as well as militia (some of them 
Taloqan survivors), it was expecting a 
supply column from Kunduz to reportedly 
outfit a government assault against Ta¬ 
loqan. 

Massoud decided to strike first, but again 
he was thwarted by Hezb-i-Islami who 
struck at his rear in a move that upped the 
ante in the continuing Sayed Jamal ven¬ 
detta. 

Taking advantage of movement of ele¬ 
ments of the central forces from their 
battalion headquarters in the town of 
Ishkamish (south of Taloqan) to reinforce 
the planned Khwaja-i Ghar operation, 700- 
800 muj commanded by Engineer Bashir 
(Hezb regional commander for northern 
Afghanistan) under the direction of Abdul 
Karib Karyob (head of Hezb-i-Islami politi¬ 
cal offices in Peshawar), attacked Ishka¬ 
mish in revenge for Sayed Jamal’s arrest 
and imprisonment. 





ABOVE: Map reading classes are part of 
training in Massoud's Islamic Army of 
Afghanistan. 


LEFT: Ahmad Shah Massoud, leader of 
Jamiat-i-lslami in Taloqan City. 


Massoud counterattacked by dispatching 
his Taloqan-based central forces battalion 
commanded by Panoh (a battle-hardened 
veteran from the Panjshir) supported by 
regional forces under Akram Khan (who 
had distinguished himself in the battle for 
Bagh-i-Zaqira). 

The Hezb were routed in one day’s 
fighting and Jamiat re-occupied Ishkamish 
with only minor casualties, but the Kwaja- 
i-Ghar operation was postponed and the 
DRA arms convoy got through. 

Nothing seemed to be going right for 
Massoud. Every time he was ready for a 
major move he was being tripped by Hezb, 
and the DRA remained in control. 

Circumstantial evidence might suggest to 
the casual observer that there is complicity 
between the DRA and Hezb but even 
Jamiat denies this. However, according to 
one Jamiat commander a relationship does 
exist between DRA morale and Hezb- 
Jamiat inter-party fighting in general. 

Gholam Ali is a Jamiat commander from 
Khanabad and a good friend of mine; I’d 
spent several weeks with him in 1988 
including a botched and aborted attack on 
Kunduz city. Although illiterate, Gholam 
Ali is a good story-teller and uniquely 
qualified to discuss the Sayed Jamal kill¬ 
ings — he was a survivor. 

His story goes like this. Massoud’s 
week-long war council had indeed targeted 
Kunduz for the upcoming offensive; it was 
described as ‘.‘a gateway to freedom.” 
After Kunduz had fallen the rest would 
easily follow. 

“We should cooperate with each other to 
defeat the enemy,” Massoud had said, 
instructing his commanders to invite other 
parties to join the Shura-i-Nazir in military 
ops. However at the conference’s end 
Massoud received information that caused 
him to warn his commanders that Sayed 
Jamal was brewing trouble. 

Nevertheless a convoy of four jeeps 
departed for Taloqan. Gholam Ali was in 
the first jeep which was ambushed just past 
the Hezb post at Tangi Farkhar. They 
surrendered with no shots fired by either 
side; the single killing during the ambush 
occurred when the next jeep was stopped 
and the occupants tried to make a run for it. 

About 50 Jamiat were captured and taken 
to a village where Gholam Ali said they 
were searched, robbed of watches and 
cash, insulted and beaten. The prisoners 
were split up — Gholam Ali and four others 
whose names were on a list spent the night 
in a field then were moved several times to 
new locations, until finally they ended up at 
a bridge. 

Here the prisoners thought they would be 
set free. “Sayed Jamal is a good man,” 
said one, “he will let us go.” Some, in 
fact, had been freed. 

When a second group of Hezb appeared 
on the other side of the bridge the prisoners 
became suspicious. The guards ordered 
them to cross the bridge, and then left. 

“We didn’t want to move,” related 
Gholam Ali. “We knew they would kill us 
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on that bridge.” 

The Hezb on the other side taunted them. 
“Why aren’t you coming over?” they 
called. “Why are you afraid?” 

They had no choice. They walked onto 
the bridge. “Then they shot us,” Gholam 
Ali said, “and I fell into a deep place.” 

He was lucky. Three bullets had ripped 
through his side but he was still alive; the 
others were dead. When he was sure the 
Hezb had left Gholam Ali dressed his 
wounds and dragged himself to the main 
road from where he hitched a ride back to 
Taloqan in a bus. 

As for the morale of the DRA, Gholam 
Ali claims that in Kunduz it was high after 
the Sayed Jamal incident (“the mujahideen 
are busy among themselves”), down again 
after Sayed Jamal’s arrest (“now it is our 
turn”) when families were evacuated to 
Kabul, then up again with the arrival of 
Engineer Bashir in Khanabad (“he might 
cause Jamiat problems”). Indeed he did. 

Weeks before the Ishkamish attack, 
Massoud had personally acknowledged the 
potential threat of Engineer Bashir during a 
novel “press-briefing” in Taloqan, stating 
that troops would be deployed to protect his 
flank, a caution he seemed to have ne¬ 
glected. 

Curiously, Massoud encouraged us to 
visit his rival, glibly assuring us of our 
safety. At that time Sayed Jamal was still 
alive in jail and Massoud was sending 
reconnaissance teams out to photograph 
and map enemy targets, the locations of 
which were secret and the time of attack 
always “in 3-4 days time.” Two of us 
decided to make the visit. 

We used the public taxi service to 
Khanabad and arrived to find Engineer 
Bashir away in Baghlan with all his men. A 
small group had been left behind to guard 
their headquarters, where we were wel¬ 
comed without question and invited to 
spend the night. Dinner was simple but 
nourishing and our hosts polite and well- 
disciplined. 

It was an encouraging if unfruitful visit. 
Certainly the Khanabad Hezb were not 
ogres out for our blood and I was deter¬ 
mined to grab the next chance I had to see 
Engineer Bashir, confident that he would 
be as generous with his time as his men had 
been with their hospitality. 

I was wrong. 

Ten days later on my way to Kunduz on 
the first leg of a trip to Emam Sahib I 
stopped off to pay my respects to Gholam 
Ali in Khanabad. A colleague was there 
and he had arranged an appointment next 
morning to meet Engineer Bashir. Would I 
like to come along? 

Engineer Bashir sat w r ith one or two aides 
in a room in a mosque that incongruously 
sported an SVD Soviet sniper rifle leaning 
up against the wall. He looked younger 
than I had expected, his face almost boyish 
yet bearded, without lines of fatigue or 
worry. 

We were looking at the man Jamiat held 
responsible for ordering Sayed Jamal to 


TRAITOR MUJ? 


Many claim that the order to massa¬ 
cre Massoud’s men can be directly 
linked to Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the 
leader of Hezb-i-Islami, one of the most 
prominent groups in the Afghan Resis¬ 
tance. According to widely published 
reports, Hekmatyar has now formed a 
political liaison with General Shahna- 
waz Tanai, an officer in the communist 
Afghan aimy and the leader of March’s 
bloody coup attempt against communist 
Afghan president Najibullah. 

The fiery fundamentalist Hekmatyar 
has often been accused of being inter¬ 
ested only in self-aggrandizement, sup¬ 
porting the mujahideen when it was 
convenient, then transferring his alle¬ 
giance to the Kabul regime when there 
was more to be gained. The “Free 
Afghanistan Report” of March 1990 
asserts there is more than convenience 
involved. They say a recent report by 
the U.S. Commission on Terrorism and 
Counterterrorism claims Hekmatyar has 
been an agent for the Kabul regime 
since 1973. 

Whatever Hekmatyar’s motives are, 
the fact remains that his relatively small 
group of Hezb-i-Islami has received the 
vast preponderance of aid from Western 
nations and the Pakistani intelligence 
service-controlled supply pipeline, and 
they’ve used those supplies to kill other 
mujahideen rather than the Soviets and 
the communist DRA regime in Kabul. 
Hekmatyar’s detractors believe that the 
cold-blooded murder of Massoud’s men 
has finally shown the Hezb-i-Islami 
leader’s true colors, and that future aid 
from the West should be funnelled to 
groups like Massoud’s Jamiat who have 
proven themselves to be fighting for 
freedom rather than for their own 
personal gain. 

— SOF Staff 


ambush the Shura-i-Nazar convoy. 

Engineer Bashir addressed us with an air 
of elegant politeness and courtesy that 
barely concealed his inner anger. In a 
passionate speech that had me surrepti¬ 
tiously checking his bodyguards for itchy 
trigger fingers, he berated us for appearing 
before him without letters of introduction 
from the Hezb political office in Peshawar 
and for our journalistic favoritism of 
Massoud. 

“We make jihad for Allah, not the 
Western press,” he said, “but in 10 years 
we have had no useful propaganda from 
western journalists. ” 

He was furious not only at the imprison¬ 
ment of Sayed Jamal whom he referred to 
as “a respectable man and famous com¬ 
mander of Hezb-i-Islami,” but also that he 
was paraded before “sneering journalists” 
like a monkey in a cage. 

By now Engineer Bashir’s cheeks were 
flushed. He didn’t blame us personalty, he 


said, but made it quite clear we were 
tolerated purely out of the goodness of his 
own heart. We could ask no questions and 
take no photographs. In response to a final 
desperate attempt to elicit at least an official 
“comment,” Engineer Bashir paused for a 
good minute’s silence which raised the 
tension in the room to an almost tangible 
level, then came out with a statement that 
could be construed as a very thinly veiled 
threat. 

“Don’t disturb me by pressing more for 
talks. You should give thanks to God that 
I’m not speaking badly to you,” he said. 

But however upset he might have been 
by his perceived bad treatment by the 
Western press, Engineer Bashir reserved 
his full wrath for Massoud. “As you 
know,” he said, “Massoud is my enemy 
— he is fighting against us in the 
north.” 

We left. For a man not willing to give us 
an interview about the relationship between 
Hezb and Jamiat he certainly left us in no 
doubt as to how they stood. 

Unprovoked Jamiat attacks against Hezb 
were uncommon, but not unheard of. 
While visiting Emam Sahib on the Afghan- 
Soviet border, local Hezb commander 
Amir Latif described how the Jamiat 
commander Amir Osman had taken advan¬ 
tage of the arrests of Sayed Jamal and his 
men to stage an attack. 

Latif concedes however that this fight 
reflected a local territorial dispute and not 
official party policy, a point acknowledged 
by the Emam Sahib Jamiat commander 
who had remained neutral during the 
fighting, and who today maintains cordial 
relations with Latif. 

What is interesting though, is that at one 
stage in the fighting some of Osman’s men 
got surrounded by Hezb and the only way 
out was to escape via the Amu Darya River, 
which they crossed, entering the USSR. 
Even Massoud did not deny this. But Latif 
alleges that two of Osman’s commanders 
were met by a Soviet commander “Tahi- 
rov,” a Kazakh, who feted them in his base 
before delivering them safely back to 
Osman. 

Osman he claims, is a confederate of 
Samad, the militia boss of Khwaja-i-Ghar, 
which is just a few hours drive east of 
Dasht-i-Archi. Osman receives weapons 
from Samad, says Latif, not directly but via 
a muj turncoat named Mullah Mohammad 
Rasul who used to belong to the Karakat 
party. 

Khwaja-i-Ghar is a melting pot of muj 
treachery and double-dealing. Before mak¬ 
ing my trip to Emam Sahib I was warned by 
a senior Shura-i-Mazar officer in Taloqan 
not to trust anyone there, not even local 
Jamiat commanders. “Some have switched 
to the government side,” he said, “others 
are with us but some of their men are with 
Khad.” 

Strange? Not at all. Not for Afghanistan. 
Soon after my arrival in Taloqan in October 
last year I met Wujkhun, one of the militia 
commanders who had fought against Mas- 
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ONE JAKE 


Jake Border (above left) has been in Afghanistan so often that 
he has formed friendships with a number of mujahid leaders. 
Since intense interparty rivalry often involves blood-feuds, 
treachery and murder, this can be a dangerous proposition. In 
this case Border meets with one old friend who is about to be 
executed by another. Recent Border articles include “Afghan 
Walkabout/’ February ’90 and “Bagh-i-Zaqira Garden Party,” 
Dec. ’89. 


soud in the Bagh-i-Zaqira op. I was 
astonished. This bugger had been shelling 
Taloqan bazaar last time I was here, and 
now we were sitting together drinking tea in 
that same bazaar. Not only was Wujkhun 
free but strolling around with a bunch of 
bodyguards armed to the teeth. What the 
hell was going on? 

Well, he had surrendered and now 
belonged to Jamiat he said. I couldn’t 
believe it. I checked with Massoud himself, 
who explained: “We haven’t accepted him 
as Jamiat. He came with a commander of 
Hezb who joined Jamiat, that’s the 
situation.” 

Ah, right. And what of Allah Berdy, the 
Hezb-tumed-Khad commander you fought 
against then? “Allah Berdy joined Hezb 
then later came to Jamiat,” said Massoud. 
“But he is neither Hezb nor Jamiat, he is 
still siding with the government. 

And what about Koori Mali, the Jamiat 
commander-turned-militiaman who re¬ 
neged on his promise to revert to Jamiat and 
went on to be such a thorn in Massoud’s 
side during the Bagh-i-Zaqira fighting? He 
had escaped. Where was he now, with 
promotion in rank to Brigadier General? 
You guessed it. Where else — Khwaja- 
i-Ghar. 

Erring on the side of conciliation has 


always cost Mas 
soud dearly, yet he 
continues to pursue 
the policy of offer¬ 
ing the hand of 
friendship. “Some¬ 
times it’s better to 
talk, to take the soft 
path,” asserts Mas¬ 
soud. “You lose 
nothing by making 
contacts.” 

Not always. In February 1989 for exam¬ 
ple, just one day after the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops, the Jamiat political office in 
Peshawar announced the mass defection of 
three regiments of DRA troops and militia 
in a region north of Taloqan. The press had 
a field day. It was variously reported that 
anywhere between 2,000 and 12,000 men 
had defected with an arsenal of weapons. 

In reality, not one soldier came over. 
Jamiat wasn’t lying, they were just prema¬ 
ture in their announcement. According to 
Massoud, three DRA commanders had 
actually negotiated their defection with 
Jamiat but when the government got wind 
of the deal they brought the errant com¬ 
manders back into the government fold 
with the classic combination of stick and 
carrot. 


First they were threatened with Scuds, 
later offered promotions in rank. One of 
those commanders was Samad. The place 
— Khwaja-i-Ghar. 

It is interesting to note that regional 
considerations may overrule party princi¬ 
ple, even where Hezb are concerned. Hezb 
commander Tajuddin of Khanabad, for 
example, refused to participate in the 
Ishkamish attack, honoring a locally signed 
seven-party mujahideen mutual non¬ 
aggression pact. 

The muj administration of Khanabad is 
independent of Massoud’s Shura-i-Nazar, 
coming under the umbrella of the Afghan 
Interim Government based in Peshawar. 
Many Afghans in Khanabad see this as a 
safeguard against getting caught in the 

Continued on page 72 
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CONNECTION 


Apologists Have Insisted FMLN Terrorists 
Were Armed Largely With Weapons 
Captured From the Salvadoran Army. SOF 
Exposes This Lie With Irrefutable Evidence 
of Massive ComBloc Support 



Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


I T was to have been the “final offen¬ 
sive.” The FMLN (Farabundo Marti 
para la Liberacion Nacional) had been 
planning, preparing and stockpiling weap¬ 
ons and ammunition for the better part of 
five years. It turned instead into the last 
hurrah. 

What was intended to be the freely 
elected government of El Salvador’s Arma¬ 
geddon commenced at 2100 hours on 
Saturday, 11 November 1989. Massing 
approximately 10,000 terrorists, according 
to in tel reports, the FMLN struck almost 
simultaneously at four locations: San Sal¬ 
vador, San Miguel, Usulutan and Zacateeo- 
luca (in the vicinity of Comalapa airport). 
Six thousand terrorists invaded the north¬ 
western, working-class neighborhoods of 
San Ramon, Zacamil, Mejicanos, Ciudad 
Delgado and Soyapango in San Salvador. 
Other attack points in the city included the 
military HQ complex, the private house of 
President Alfredo Cristiani, the official 
presidential residence and Uopango air base 
(about 8 klicks due west of San Salvador 
and headquarters of the Airborne Battalion 
and the Salvadoran air force). The other 
4,000 guerrillas were distributed among the 
three other major objectives. 


The attack at Zacatecoluca was designed 
to serve two objectives: first, to draw the 
Salvadoran army from San Salvador and 
second, to open an aerial re-supply line 
from Nicaragua for the terrorists by means 
of the many small agricultural airstrips in 
the area. 

The fighting was most intense, and the 
situation most precarious, from the opening 
of the offensive until Wednesday, 15 
November. Until then the Salvadoran 
armed forces had refrained from employing 
the air force in fear of inflicting civilian 
casualties. But small-arms fire proved 
insufficient to dislodge the guerrillas, and 
by the 15th the army’s position had become 
desperate. At midnight on Wednesday 
evening the AC-47 gunships and UH-1H 
helicopters began their deadly reaping to 
save the city and the government of El 
Salvador. The aircraft turned the tide in 
favor of the Salvadoran armed forces. 
Fierce firefights continued until Sunday, 19 
November, but the FMLN began its with¬ 
drawal from San Salvador shortly after the 
air force entered the fray. 

The FMLN offensive was planned as a 
three-phase operation. Phase One was to 
destroy the government and military com¬ 


mand of the country. For one and a half 
years the FMLN had been stocking safe 
houses (such as Jennifer Jean CasoloY) in 
San Salvador with food, medical supplies, 
weapons, ammunition and propaganda. 
Government sources estimated that 12,000 
weapons had been stashed, half of which 
were to be turned over to their presumed 
sympathizers in the working-class neigh¬ 
borhoods. Once the masses had joined the 
revolution, Phase Two was to have been the 
declaration of a free zone within the city 
(similar to the enclaves in Beirut) and the 
commencement of air support from Nicara¬ 
gua via Uopango air base. Phase Three was 
to issue a call for a cease-fire, draw the 
government into negotiations, and then 
launch major attacks on the army brigades 
outside the city to complete the destruction 
of the armed forces. 

None of this occurred, principally be¬ 
cause almost without exception the people 
failed to rally to the Marxist cause. Instead 
of eliciting sympathy, the mass destruction 
in the working-class neighborhoods only 
served to enrage the populace against the 
FMLN. In an attempt to regain both the 

Continued on page 43 
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SILENT KILLERS 


In this cross-section 
of the low- 
signature 
cartridge, the 
capti ve piston can 
be seen directly 
behind the 
projectile. 


Assassination is an 
ugly, sinister word, 
heavily charged with 
fear. While the act it¬ 
self is as old as human¬ 
ity, it would appear 
now to be wildly out of 
sync with the current 
state of world affairs 
and trends portrayed 
by both politicians and 
the media. But, be¬ 
neath the facade of per¬ 
estroika and suppos¬ 
edly crumbling com¬ 
munism lies the Machi¬ 
avellian world of the 
assassin, who is still 
very much in business 
— from Beirut to San 
Salvador. 

While once no more 
than a dagger would 
suffice, the assassin’s 
tools have in modem 
times become ever 
more specialized. Si¬ 
lence is the cloak be¬ 
hind which the assassin 
operates. There have 
been no end of devices 
and gimmicks de¬ 
signed to permit the 
assassin to terminate 
his victim in silence and successfully elude 
subsequent pursuit by the victim’s avengers. 
In an exclusive report (see SOF, “Mystery 
Bullet,” page 60, May ’90), SOF recently 
exposed the new ComBloc 7.62x62.8mm 
low-signature cartridge intended solely for 
termination with extreme prejudice. Al¬ 
though we have still not obtained a specimen 
of the handgun chambered for this clandes¬ 
tine round, during my trip to El Salvador I 
did procure a photograph of the weapon 
—published here for the first time. 

From the photograph, the firearm’s salient 
features can be determined. It is, in essence, 
nothing more or less than a small over/under 
double-barreled derringer with the grip- 
frame configuration of a pocket semiauto 
pistol. 

Overall length is approximately 5.8 
inches. The height is about 4.1 inches. The 
superposed barrels, a monobloc unit, are 
hinged to the frame (directly in front of the 
trigger guard) and break open after a 
spring-loaded, serrated catch-release lever 
(on the left side of the frame) with a knurled 
button is pivoted downward. The barrel 
length is about 3.3 inches. However, almost 
2.4 inches of that dimension is taken by the 
chamber required for the 7.62x62.8mm 
low-signature cartridge case. That leaves less 
than a inch for the bore. The barrels are 
crowned and project slightly from the barrel 
block. A rectangular slot milled between the 
barrels at the rear obviously accommodates 
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the finger-grip ends of 
the two-round clip used 
to insert and remove the 
cartridges. 

The checkered plas¬ 
tic grip panels are each 
retained by a single 
screw. The fixed front 
and rear sights are 
surprisingly substantial 
for a handgun of this 
size and intended pur¬ 
pose. The trigger is 
non-pivoting and ap¬ 
pears to be of the 
plunger type. The ham¬ 
mer is not exposed, and 
I assume this is a dou¬ 
ble-action-only mecha¬ 
nism. A safety lever is 
mounted to the left side 
of the frame directly 
above the grip panel. 

While it cannot be 
determined from the 
photograph, it may be 
that the bores are not 
rifled. Based upon what 
we know of previous 
experiments in captive 
piston technology, we 
have projected the 
velocity of the car¬ 
tridge’s projectile to be 
somewhere near 500 
fps. The extremely 
short bore was probably 
designed to reduce drag 
to a minimum and preserve the limited 
velocity potential provided by piston pro¬ 
pulsion. A smooth bore would further reduce 
drag on the bullet. The World War II FP45 
Liberator pistol had a smooth bore and the 
keyholing of its 230-grain .45 caliber bullet 
was considered to be an attribute. In any 
event, the 122.5-grain boattail bullet of the 
7.62x62.8mm low-signature cartridge will 
probably commence significant yaw in flight 
shortly after it leaves the muzzle. It is 
doubtful that the system’s useful accuracy 
potential extends very much beyond 10 feet. 

We have determined the propellant 
charge-weight of the 7.62x62.8mm low- 
signature cartridge to be 2.3 grains of a 
lime-green extruded tubular kernel powder. 
The charge completely fills the cavity in the 
base of the piston. We can speculate that the 
powder is extremely fast burning and in that 
regard probably lies somewhere between 
Hercules Bullseye and Unique. Through 
metallurgical analysis we have further deter¬ 
mined that the cartridge case was made from 
mild steel with a tensile strength of 45,000 to 
50,000 psi. 

Assassinations of heavily guarded targets 
at such close ranges is usually suicidal. Since 
the assassin is not always expendable (at least 
for the moment), systems were developed 


Cross-section of the 
7.62x62.8mm low- 
signature cartridge 
showing position of 
the components 
after ignition. 


long ago (Hiram P. Maxim patented his first 
sound suppressor design in 1908) for 
suppressing the sound of rifles that can be 
employed at greater distances. To comple¬ 
ment the 7.62x62.8mm low-signature sys¬ 
tem, a Soviet sound suppressor for the 
Kalashnikov rifle has been issued to the 
FMLN in El Salvador. 

Examination of photographs of this sup¬ 
pressor reveals, with one possible exception, 
conventional technology throughout its de¬ 
sign. Although unsophisticated by today’s 
standards, it is probably reasonably effective, 
if employed with subsonic ammunition. 

Overall length of the “can” is approxi¬ 
mately 200mm (8 inches). The unit is 
installed by turning it onto the threaded 
muzzle end of a Kalashnikov after first 
removing the rifle’s muzzle nut (AK47) or 
muzzle brake (AKM) which have a left hand 
thread. A spring-loaded disassembly catch 
retains the suppressor unit securely on the 
barrel. The exterior tubing appears to be 
fabricated from anodized aluminum. The 
main housing has an exterior diameter of 
about 38mm (1.5 inches). The rear endcap 
has a diameter of approximately 50mm (2 
inches). 

The interior assembly consists of 10 
flat-washer baffles evenly spaced on three 
stack rods. All sound suppressors make use 
of the Combined Gas Law which states that 
pressure equals temperature multiplied by a 
constant divided by volume. As muzzle blast 
is a consequence of relatively high-pressure 
gasses exiting the barrel, reduction of this 
pressure immediately before exit, by either 
increasing the volume or decreasing the 
temperature (cooling), or both, will reduce 
the sound. Baffles delay exit of the propellant 
gases until their temperature and pressure 
drop to levels that diminish the muzzle blast. 

The. only peculiar aspect of this suppres¬ 
sor’s design is the location of a neoprene 
wipe assembly (approximately 3 /4-inch 
thick) at the rear of the unit next to the rifle’s 
muzzle, instead of at the front end of the 

Left to right: Soviet caliber 7.62x39mm 
subsonic cartridge features a heavy 192.3- 
grain FMJ, flat based bullet 
which is considerably 
longer than the 
standard J 22.5-grain 
boattail 
bullet. 
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conven- 

only 


First published photo of the 
small over/under double- 
barreled derringer 
chambered for the 
7.62x62.8mm low-signature 
cartridge. 

suppressor — the more 
tional location. I can 
speculate that, in this in¬ 
stance, the wipe has 
been placed at the rear 
in an attempt to reduce 
back pressure. Expand¬ 
ing propellant gases 
have a tendency to re¬ 
enter the bore when blocked by a 
suppressor on the muzzle — in my 
experience, even more than usual with 
Kalashnikov-type weapons. Gas bleeding 
into the operator’s face can be disconcerting, 
and noise discharged out the ejection port is 
increased. The wipe has no pre-drilled hole, 
and after the bullet and the main charge of 
gas behind it have been spit through the wipe 
the rubber will close and re-seal the rear of 
the unit. The trade-off will almost certainly 
be a serious degradation of the system’s 
accuracy potential. This wipe location will 
upset the bullet’s path almost immediately 




Interior baffle system of Kalashnikov sound 
suppressor consists of 10 flat-washer baffles 
on three stack rods. 

and the larger than normal holes in the baffles 
are obviously intended to accommodate this 
yaw. I doubt the effective range of this 
suppressor unit is more than 25 to 50 meters. 
Four- to six-inch groups at 25 meters are to 
be expected. That means stalking the quarry 
at unacceptably close ranges. I would prefer 
some gas in my face and increased noise 
signature at the ejection port with the 
capability for head shots from at least 100 
meters. In this instance, Soviet designers, it 
would appear, have failed to address the 
user’s requirements. 

Degradation of sound suppression will 
increase with each subsequent shot fired after 

AK-47 with sound suppressor captured from 
FMLN in El Salvador. 


the 

first. After 20 
shots the degradation in sound 
suppression would be quite noticeable and, if 
possible, the wipe would probably be 
changed at that point. 

With the thick neoprene wipe adjacent to 
the rifle’s muzzle, we can further anticipate 
that firing standard-issue ball ammunition 
might be dangerous. During my examination 
of caliber 7.62x39mm ammunition at the 
Policia Nacional, I encountered a handful of 
Soviet manufactured 
(headstamped either 
‘711 IT or‘711 78’) 
subsonic cartridges. 
This load can be iden¬ 
tified by a black tip 
over a green band on 
the bullet. Referred to as the Type “US,” the 
FMJ bullet is flat-based and considerably 
longer than the standard boattail ball pro¬ 
jectile. It weighs 192.3 grains, nominal, and 
has a lead core at the rear and hardened-steel 
penetrator core at the front end. Propelled by 
only eight grains of an IMR type, extruded 
tubular kernel powder (standard ComBloc 
ball has a charge weight of 26 grains of a 
similar powder), the muzzle velocity is about 
920 fps. 

As they have for thousands of years, 
assassins will continue to attempt to change 
the course of history with a single blow. 
While circumstance will forever play no 
small role in their success, their equipment 
remains a paramount consideration. Those 
agents of the Evil Empire sent forth with 
either of the above two devices are poorly 
served. Although interesting to students of 
this black art, neither represent the highest 
level of current technology. 


Continued from page 41 

initiative and the sympathy of the masses, 
on Saturday, 25 November, the FMLN 
launched an attack on the upper-class 
neighborhoods of Colonia Escalon, 
Reparto Miralvalle and Colonia San 
Benito. After more killing and destruction, 
the guerrillas withdrew and the offensive 
slowly ground to a halt. 

In addition to millions of dollars worth of 
property damage, intelligence sources re¬ 
port the casualty toll of the November 
offensive is as follows (all figures are 
approximate): FMLN — KLA 2,000, WLA 
4,000; Salvadoran armed forces — KIA 
600, WLA 1,500; civilians — KIA 100, 
WIA 500. The FMLN failed to take any of 
its objectives. Five years of supplies were 
expended. FMLN numbers are now down 
to an estimated 6,000, and the guerrillas 
have started to press-gang recruits. They 
have returned to their former tactics — the 
slow destruction of El Salvador’s economy 
by the bombing and sabotage of electrical 
power and agricultural production (princi¬ 
pally coffee and cotton). They continue 
also to sow mines (see “Maiming For 
Marx,” May ’88) which indiscriminately 
tear apart the limbs and lives of both 
soldiers and innocent civilians. In other 
words, 6,000 bastards are making life 
miserable for five and half million people, 
as they have for a decade. Only the Jennifer 
Casolos of this world could find any equity 
in that equation. 

One of the more unusual aspects of the 
November offensive was the introduction 
of ComBloc small arms on a massive scale 
into a revolution that previously masquer¬ 
aded as indigenous through employment of 
U.S. weapons left in Vietnam. Napoleon 
Romero, a one-time leader of the FMLN, 
has stated that a 1979 agreement between 
Cuba, Nicaragua and the various Salva¬ 
doran rebel factions stipulated that no 
ComBloc armaments would be provided to 
FMLN forces in order to disguise the 
Managua-Havana-Moscow connection and 
give the false impression that the rebel 
movement was entirely indigenous in ori¬ 
gin. In addition, commonality with Salva¬ 
doran army weapons, such as the M16 rifle 
and M60 GPMG, permitted the terrorists to 
use captured stores of ammunition. 

On 25 November 1989 a twin-engine 
Cessna, without identification, crashed 
near Piedra Pacha in the sub-zone of 
Jucuaran close to the coast and in the 
vicinity of numerous small agricultural 
airstrips. On board were a Nicaraguan 
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ABOVE: Soldiers 
of El Salvador’s 
Airborne Battalion 
pose in front of 
some of the 
Hungarian and 
East German 
AKMs and Soviet 
RPG-7s captured 
by their unit during 
the November 
offensive. 

LEFT: RPKs 
captured by 
Airborne Battal¬ 
ion. Buttstocks, 
pistol grips, 
selector markings 
and radial cooling 
fins on the barrel 
all indicate 
Yugoslavian manu¬ 
facture. 


Cartridge cross- 
sections on page 42 
courtesy Urschel 
Mfg. Inc., 
Scottsdale, AZ. 


airlines pilot who was flying the aircraft 
and three uniformed individuals whose 
boots appeared to have been manufactured 
in Nicaragua. None of them survived the 
crash. Also on board were 24 North Korean 
SA-7 Grail surface-to-air missiles, one 
U.S. Redeye surface-to-air missile, one 
75mm recoilless rifle with 21 rounds and 34 
unidentified grenades. 

SAM-7s make headlines, but counterin¬ 
surgency wars are still largely fought with 
rifles. By mid-1986, no more than five 
Kalashnikovs had been captured from 
FMLN terrorists. All were carried by 
guerrilla leaders, apparently as a badge of 
rank. I examined two at that time. One was 
of Yugoslavian origin, the other an early 
Russian AK-47. By November of 1989, 
intelligence estimates put the number of 
Kalashnikovs in El Salvador at close to 
20 , 000 . 

Between the Airborne Battalion and the 
Policia Nacional, I was able to examine 
close to two hundred AKs. Most had been 
manufactured in either Hungary or East 
Germany. Those of Hungarian origin were 
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all standard AKMs with rigid wooden 
buttstocks, most showing evidence of 
heavy use. Hungarian Kalashnikovs cany 
selector markings of an infinity sign (a 
sideways numeral “8”) for full auto and 
the Roman numeral “I” for semiauto. 
Their wood furniture is not laminated in the 
Soviet manner. 

All of the East German specimens were 
the MPiKMS-72 folding-stock variant. 
Without exception all were new and had 
been manufactured in 1984. This AKM 
model can be immediately distinguished by 
its unusual single-strut steel buttstock 
which is hinged at the rear of the receiver 
and swings against the right side of the 
receiver. Other distinguishing characteris¬ 
tics include selector markings “D” (“dau- 
erfeuer” for full auto) and “E” (“ein- 
zelfeuer” for semiauto), a tan plastic pistol 
grip and muzzle brake of the Soviet AKM 
style, a phenolic handguard with vertical 
gripping serrations on each side, and a 
brown plastic guard over the gas cylinder. 
Elevation increments on the rear sight are 
100-meter intervals from 100 to 800 me- 



Czech Vz23 9mm submachine guns, with their wooden buttstocks removed to enhance 
compactness, exhibit evidence of underground storage. They were sold to Cuba in the 1960s. 



Closeup of selector markings on North 
Korean AK^7. 



Rifle grenade launcher on the muzzle of a 
North Korean AK^7. 



Rifle grenade launcher sight attached to the Closeup of selector markings on Hungarian 

right side of North Korean AK-47. AKM — infinity symbol stands for ful] auto 

and Roman numeral ‘I’ for semiauto. 




Manufactured by the PRC and originally exported to Dallas, Texas, by Norinco for commercial 
sale in the U.S., this caliber 5.56x45mm NATO semiauto-ofiiy AKM was supplied to the FMLN 
by U.S. sympathizers. 
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ters. The battle-sight setting is marked 
“N.” In all other respects this model 
follows the standard Russian A KM pattern, 
including the five-component anti-bounce 
device which acts as a mechanical drag on 
the hammer to delay its striking the firing 
pin until the bolt group has stopped 
moving. 

I also examined one East German AK-47 
with a down-folder stock manufactured in 
1960. There were several North Korean 
AK-47s, also of the down-folder variety. 
One North Korean AK^7 was equipped 
with a rigid wooden stock and modified for 
grenade launching by attachment of a 
launcher on the muzzle. It was similar in 
appearance to the Polish LON-1; it had a 
grenade launching sight on the right side of 
the receiver below the rear sight and a 
modified gas cylinder with a cut-off valve. 
During my examination of caliber 
7.62x39mm ammunition, I came across a 
handful of crimped ballistite (blank) car¬ 
tridges with black tips, also of North 
Korean manufacture, designed for launch¬ 
ing rifle grenades from this weapon. 

With the exception of two red plastic 
Soviet manufactured magazines, all of the 
30-round Kalashnikov magazines I ob¬ 
served were of blued steel and devoid of 
markings. 

There were a substantial number of RPK 
squad automatics and all were of Yugoslav¬ 
ian manufacture. Selector markings on 
Yugoslavian Kalashnikovs are “R” (full 
auto) and “J” (semiauto). The bipod- 
equipped Yugoslavian M72 LMG can be 
distinguished from a distance by the radial 
cooling fins along that length of the barrel 
directly under the gas cylinder. In addition, 
the wooden buttstock is that of the M70B1 
rifle and not that of the Soviet RPK. 

Most surprising of all were three caliber 
5.56x45mm NATO semiauto-only AKMs 
that were manufactured in the People’s 
Republic of China and exported to Dallas, 
Texas, by Norinco for commercial sale. All 
carried the Norinco logo, the arsenal code 
of “66” in a triangle and the model 
designation “84S.” The serial number of 
one of these rifles was “309138.” Well- 
intentioned gifts, no doubt, from FMLN 
sympathizers in the United States, but 
hardly desirable when tens of thousands of 
selective-fire Kalashnikovs (whose maga¬ 
zines will not interchange with those of 
5.56x45mm caliber) were in the FMLN 
inventory. 

Although caliber 7.62x39mm ammuni¬ 
tion for the Kalashnikovs is removed from 
the original packing crates and cardboard 
boxes and shipped to El Salvador from 
Nicaragua in grain sacks, examination of 
the cartridge headstamps provides explicit 
^formation concerning the country of 
origin, factory and date of manufacture. A 
statistical analysis of a significant quantity 
of small arms ammunition can yield valua¬ 
ble information concerning the identity of 
the nations supporting the FMLN terrorists 
and the relative extent of their support. 
With these objectives, I individually exam¬ 


ined approximately 5,000 captured caliber 
7.62x39mm cartridges in storage at the 
Policia Nacional HQ in San Salvador. They 
yielded the following information: 

At least six countries have manufactured 
7.62x39mm ammunition that was supplied 
to the communist terrorists in El Salvador. 
They are Cuba, the Soviet Union, North 
Korea, Romania, East Germany and Bul¬ 
garia. Cartridges originating from North 
Korea (headstamped ‘93 79,’ ‘93 82,’ ‘93 
84,’ ‘93 85’ and a triangle plus circle 
symbols), Romania (headstamped ‘22 80’), 
Bulgaria (headstamped ‘10 87’) and East 
Germany (headstamped with either factory 
code ‘04’ — believed to be the old Polte 
factory in Magdeburg — or ‘05’ —believed 
to be the old MWS factory in Schonebeck 
— and various dates of manufacture) 
represented less than 10 percent of the total 
inspected. 

The remainder were more or less equally 
divided between Cuba (headstamped with 
factory code ‘13’ and manufacture dates of 
‘81,’ ‘82,’ ‘83,’ ‘84,’ ‘85,’ ‘87’ and ‘88’) 
and the USSR (headstamped with factory 
codes ‘17,’ ‘60,’ ‘270,’ ‘539’ and ‘711’ 
with manufacture dates throughout the 
1970s and 1980s). 

About 20 percent of the cartridges were 
tracer (green tip). While a very few of these 
were of North Korean manufacture, the 
vast majority were Russian. No tracer 
ammunition of Cuban origin was observed 
and it would appear that factory ‘13’ does 
not at present have this potential. Prior to 
1980, the Cuban headstamp code was 
‘PMV. * This factory was apparently estab¬ 
lished by Soviet engineers during the 
mid-1970s, as the earliest ‘PMV’ head- 
stamp noted by collectors is ‘77.’ No 
Cuban 7.62x39mm cartridges with a 1986 
date of manufacture were observed. Least 
common was the year 1985, all specimens 
of which had a dark colored primer cup in 
contrast to the brass primer cup of all other 
Cuban-manufactured 7.62x39mm ammuni¬ 
tion. All Cuban ammunition has a copper- 
washed steel case and a red primer annulus 
and case-mouth sealant. Several specimens 
of this type were observed without head- 
stamps. They are presumed to be of Cuban 
origin, but this or the time frame of 
manufacture cannot be established with any 
degree of certainty. 

Although statistically insignificant, I did 
find two cartridges headstamped ‘PMC 
7.62x39MM,’ indicating manufacture in 
South Korea for sale in the United States. 

I found only two types of bayonets for 
the FMLN’s Kalashnikovs. Most prevalent 
was the East German AKM wire-cutter 
style with a 1st pattern bayonet (black 
plastic grips and a large, bulbous pommel) 
and a matte-black, 2nd pattern plastic 
scabbard molded with a distinctive partial 
cross-rib at the midpoint. In smaller quan¬ 
tity were older AK-47 bayonets with a 
spear-point blade and steel scabbard of 
undetermined origin. All of these captured 
bayonets now occupy positions of great 
pride on the web gear of Salvadoran 


soldiers. 

Light machine guns still provide the 
most important base of firepower for any 
platoon or squad-sized unit. While the RPK 
prevails, there is ample evidence that the 
superb Soviet PKM GPMG has been issued 
to the FMLN, even though I never person¬ 
ally inspected any. I did find numerous 
250-round non-disintegrating belts for the 
PKM and a 500-round belt box intended for 
use with the PKM in the antiaircraft role. 
Furthermore, I have a “Manual de Instiuc- 
cion para Comandos Urbanos” printed by 
the FMLN that covers disassembly/ 
assembly, zeroing, immediate action charts 
and both ground and anti-aircraft employ¬ 
ment of the PKM, as well as the AKM, 
RPK, M26-A2 grenade launcher, RPG-7, 
RPG-18 and Dragunov. 

I examined two SVD (Samozariyadnaya 
snaiperskaya Vintovka Dragunova) sniper 
rifles complete with PSO-1 telescopic 
sights. Both appeared to be of Soviet 
origin. However, the serial numbers and 
arsenal codes had been ground off the 
bottom of the receiver in back of the 
magazine-well. 

All of the caliber 7.62x54R ammunition, 
both ball and tracer, provided for the 
FMLN’s PKMs and SVDs was of Russian 
origin (factory codes ‘60’ and ‘188’ — 
manufactured in the 1980s). Factory ‘188’ 
purportedly produces “match-grade” am¬ 
munition for the Dragunov. 

Nobody wants submachine guns any¬ 
more. Why should they, when a folding- 
stock Kalashnikov is available? Neverthe¬ 
less, a substantial quantity have been 
captured from the FMLN. Most common 
were the Czechoslovakian Vz23 (fixed 
wooden stock) and Vz25 (folding stock) 
9mm Parabellum SMGs. In the early 
1960s, large quantities of these burp guns 
were sold to Cuba. All that I examined 
were badly corroded from extensive under¬ 
ground storage. Some of the Vz23 speci¬ 
mens had had their stocks removed, appar¬ 
ently to enhance their compactness. The 
9mm cartridges accompanying the weap¬ 
ons were produced in Argentina, Portugal 
and Austria. Several Austrian Steyr MPi69 
SMGs have also been found in FMLN 
hands, as well as a U.S. M3A1 “Grease 
Gun,” the latter so badly corroded it would 
not function. 

Pistols play an even more insignificant 
role in modem combat, yet they abound in 
El Salvador, apparently as badges of rank 
among guerrilla commanders. They are 
principally of two types and calibers. I 
examined at least a dozen Hungarian PA-63 

Continued on page S3 

RIGHT The cartridge trail leads directly to 
six Marxist countries. Captured caliber 
7.62x39mm ammunition can be identified by 
the headstamps (left to right) — top row: ‘04* 
(East Germany), ‘10’ (Bulgaria), ‘22’ 
(Romania), ‘93’ and triangle with zero (North 
Korea); bottom row: ‘13’ (Cuba), ‘17,’ ‘60,’ 
‘270,’ ‘539’ and ‘711’ are all Soviet factories. 
Manufacture dates range from 1970 to 1988. 
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Closeup of East German MPiKMS-72 manufactured in 1984 shows 
selector markings of ‘D’ (“dauerfeuer” for full auto) and ‘E’ 
(“einzelfeuer” for semiauto) and details of its unique folding stock. 



Closeup of North Korean AK-47 downfolder with Soviet-made red 
plastic magazine. 



Designed for use against helicopters, parachute flares filled with 
wire-wrapped Flex-X can be fired singly by pull-cord or by means of 
this shoulder-held nine-tube launcher. The maximum effective range is 
600 to 700 meters. 
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Introduction of ComBloc small arms has added four new calibers to 
complicate the FMLN logistics (left to right): 7.62x54R (ball and 
tracer), 7.62x39mm (ball, ballistite and tracer), 7.62x25mm and 9mm 
Makarov. 



Hungarian PA-63 Makarov pistols were captured from the FMLN in 
large numbers during the November offensive. Based upon the Walther 
PP, this double-action, blowback-operated pistol has a lightweight alloy 
frame. Shown with two terrorist manuals published by the FMLN, one 
on explosives, the other covering ComBloc small arms. 



Improvised “flare bombs” are fabricated from German parachute 
flares modified by the addition of a wire-wrapped charge of the plastic 
explosive Flex-X. 

SOLIIER OF FORTUNE 47 




































































B UCHAREST, Ministry of the Interior, 
Monday, 18 December, 1530 hours. 
Since morning the reports had been piling 
up on the desk of Tudor Postelnicu, 
Ceaucescu’s Minister of the Interior “The 
demonstrations of the last two days in 
Timisoara were instigated and stirred up by 
provocateurs. The forces of order — army 
soldiers and the militia — have been 
provoked beyond endurance. Bloodshed is 
inevitable.” 

These reports noted the presence of 
“Soviet observers,” who followed and 
photographed these things from one end to 
the other. The bizarre part is that they were 
on the scene even before the crowd, the 
agitators or the police got there! The reports 
concluded, “There is a strong presumption 
that the Soviet ‘observers’ were in fact the 
instigators of these demonstrations!” 

In fact the Securitate was right, for the 
Kremlin had decided in great secrecy and as 
early as 24 November to strike down 
Ceaucescu and his main collaborators by 
whatever means might be required. Four 
days before that, the Conducator had signed 
his own death warrant in a speech at the 
Congress of the Romanian Communist 
Party. Very suspicious of Gorbachev, and 
to the surprise of everyone, the master of 
Romania denounced the annexation of 
Romanian territories at the end of World 
War II, and demanded the return of 
northern Bukovina and Bessarabia to the 
motherland. There was astonishment in 
Moscow. Was this an attempt at one- 
upmanship by a Ceaucescu threatened by a 
pro-Soviet reform tendency within the 
Romanian Communist Party, or was it 
empty talk so he could sound like the other 
rulers in East Europe? 

The Kremlin decided to react immedi¬ 
ately. Orders were given to the KGB and, 
for the first time, also to the GRU (which 
maintains very close and privileged rela¬ 
tions with their Romanian counterparts) to 
activate heretofore dormant networks and 
to provide maximum support (money, 
contacts and operatives) to a semi- 
clandestine movement called the National 
Salvation Front. This movement, consist¬ 
ing of high officials of the regime who were 
recruited when it was set up over two years 
earlier after the riots at Brasov, had been 
lying dormant. 

After the coup, the leaders of the Front 

TOP INSET. The morning of 23 December in 
the Place de la Republique: Police, who have 
rallied to the new regime, fire on suspected 
Securitate positions in the National Museum. 
Note new shortened version of Romanian* 
produced AKM, often seen in hands of police 
during this insurgency. Photo: Jose Nicolas 

BOTTOM INSET. Students and soldiers in 
the street on the decisive night of 22*23 
December. Photo: Jose Nicolas 

LEFT Very early Saturday morning, tanks 
have surrounded the blazing National 
Museum. Throughout the following night 
they will spray the facade with machine -gun 
fire. Photo: Jose Nicolas 


STRANGE FIREFIGHTS 


Beginning the evening of 22 Decem¬ 
ber, what became of the famous 20,000 
men of the Securitate? And among the 
die-hards, why did none of them have 
RPG-7 rocket launchers to stop the 
army’s tanks, as you always find in the 
street battles in Beirut? All they had 
were assault rifles, sniper rifles or even 
pistols. And in the army, why did no 
observer report deployment of light 
artillery — 76 and 82mm weapons — to 
meet the eventual counterattack of the 
motorized units of the Securitate? Other 
weapons always present in a real war 
that were missing in this case were 
mortars (82mm and 120mm) and 
Sagger-type antitank missiles. Could it 
be that the scenario had already been 
worked out the night before the coup? 

Other questions: where was the navy 
with its 7,500 sailors of whom 2,500 
were recalled reservists? Where was the 
air force with its 32,000 men, including 
10,000 recalled reservists, equipped 
with 45 MiG-23s, 185 MiG-21 F/PF/ 
Us, 90 MiG-17s and a fleet of combat 
helicopters? Same for the 15,000 fron¬ 
tier guards and the 250,000 men of the 
Patriotic Guard. To say nothing of the 
antiterrorist group based near Bucharest 
and the famous Directorate No. 5, 
assigned to protect Party dignitaries, all 
of whom took off. 

In fact, it is reasonable to ask whether 
there was really any consistent opposi¬ 
tion by die Securitate, or merely delay¬ 
ing actions fought by gangs of 
-‘desperadoes” trying to escape. 


who were now in power keep insisting that 
“the revolution was spontaneous,” despite 
the statement by General Militant that 
“The Front has been operating for over six 
months.” General Ion Pacepa, one of the 
chiefs of the Romanian secret services, 
alleged that Militant was an agent of the 
Soviet GRU. 

In fact the Soviet objective, of course 
never clearly admitted, has for some time 
been to get rid of Ceaucescu, who was no 
longer presentable as compared to the other 
new regimes in Eastern Europe, but also 
and most important, to maintain the com¬ 
munist system in Romania, even at the cost 
of “re-doing the facade” of the regime. 1 

Given these facts, the pretty picture of 
spontaneous events loses credibility. It was 
orchestrated entirely by Gorbachev, the 
real mastermind of the coup. Make no 
mistake, given the considerable police and 
counterintelligence apparatus of the com¬ 
munist states, all dependent on the KGB, 
there would have been no difficulty in 
crushing the popular movements in East 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia . . . and 
in Romania. 

Back to the chain of events: on Saturday, 
16 December 1989, the first “spontane¬ 
ous” demonstrations broke out in Timi¬ 


soara. The cycle of provocation and repres¬ 
sion launched by the “foreign agents,” so 
the reports say, worked to perfection. By 
18 December Ceaucescu knew what he was 
up against, but believed that he had won 
and left for Tehran — against the advice of 
his closest associates, who begged him to 
stay. But in his absence they did nothing, 
and the networks, which were becoming 
less and less clandestine, made their move 
throughout the country, and especially in 
the army, the militia and the Securitate. On 
his return from Iran, the Conducator finally 
understood the danger, and announced in a 
speech on television that there was in 
Romania a plot being directed from the 
outside. 

It was too late, the end was coming. He 
tried to rally the “loyalists” in the Place de 
la Republique, but was booed and shouted 
down. Ceaucescu finally understood why, 
when he offered to resign on 17 December, 
his resignation was refused. 2 It was too 
early; the conspirators were not yet ready. 

Thursday, 21 December, at 1530 the 
“insurgents” demonstrated in and overran 
Cluj, a city close to Timisoara. It was a test, 
and it worked, as there was no reaction by 
the Securitate or the militia. Their chiefs 
had already gone over to the rebellion. 
Friday morning the army came out of its 
barracks, and the coup d’etat really began. 
In the classic “putsch” manner, the troops 
and insurgents took possession of the radio 
and TV stations in Bucharest. The expertise 
of the KGB was becoming obvious. 

News of massacres and thousands being 
killed was spread without interruption by 
Soviet, Yugoslav and Hungarian TV. It 
was a stroke of genius — the insurgents 
understood (or “big brother” whispered it 
to them) that to persuade the West, there 
must be televised pictures, all the more 
effective if televised live. So the world was 
treated to a non-stop series of real or fake 
shots of “combat,” of massacres, 3 of 
populations rejoicing. All the major cities 
rose up at the same time as the capital: 
Timisoara, Arad, Resita, Brasov, Sibiu and 
Constanza. 

What then were the 20,000 4 men of the 
Securitate, described as Ceaucescu’s Preto¬ 
ri an guard, armed to the teeth and ready to 
do anything, doing? In fact, more than 80% 
of them were let into the secret some hours 
before the coup, and stayed prudently at 
home. The rest, who either happened to be 
on duty or were the hardcore true believers, 
fought all through Friday night and part of 
Saturday, as they still believed in the 
presence of the Conducator in Bucharest. 
Or, as was stated by a militia member at his 
trial, “I was on guard in front of our 
buildings when armed groups appeared. All 
I could think of was to defend the place 
against the enemies of the country!” 

To which the judge replied: '"But you 
killed innocent people for that tyrant 
Ceaucescu!” 

The militia member then became the 
Continued on page 53 
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THE ROMANIAN ARMY AND THE COUP D’ETAT 


At the time of the coup, the Roma¬ 
nian army had a strength of 140,000 
men, including 93,000 conscripts, or¬ 
ganized into two armored divisions 
(about 1,430 tanks, including 1,000 
T-54/55s , 200 M-77s and 30 T-72s, 
plus 250 quite obsolete T-34s); eight 
motorized divisions (of which half were 
at 50% strength); three mountain regi¬ 
ments; five regiments of artillery and 
two airborne regiments, plus service 
troops. It must be noted that Ceaucescu 
distrusted his army, and especially the 
senior officers — for good reason 
— and for this reason allowed them 
very little ammunition. On the other 
hand, it would be wrong to say that its 
weapons were entirely obsolete. In fact, 
its armament was at all points identical 


to that of the adjoining Warsaw Pact 
countries. Further, the Romanians, 
along with the other Pact countries, had 
received T-72s, MiG-23s and MiG-24s. 
This modem materiel did not get in¬ 
volved in the fighting, given the weak to 
non-existent resistance by the members 
of the Securitate. 

On the other hand, noteworthy is the 
almost total lack of combat experience 
of the soldiers in the Romanian army. It 
suffices to see the photos and films of 
confused soldiers firing in all directions, 
almost always at nothing in particular 
or, even worse, on curious bystanders. 
Moreover, the present authorities in 
Romania admit that 90% of the victims 
of the fighting were accidentally killed 
by the army or by civilian insurgents. 


TOP: A column of Romanian-made T-54A 
tanks moves into the Place de la Republique. 
In the foreground is a wrecked Securitate 
vehicle. Photo: Jose Nicolas 


RIGHT: Soldiers and members of the 
“Patriotic Youth” fire on buildings from 
which “terrorists” have fired on the crowds. 
Note man in pork-pie hat with Stechkin 
machine pistol. Photo: Jose Nicolas 
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ABOVE: Insurgent students with “gutted” communist Romanian Bags. Cutting out the 
communist coat of arms was a popular release during the revolution. Photo: Jose Nicolas 


FRENCH CONNECTION 


Eric Micheletti is editor of Raids magazine, an excellent 
French-published counterpart to SOF. This article and many of 
these photos first appeared in Raids 9 March issue, and are 
reprinted by arrangement. Text translation by Alex McColl. 

accuser “First of all, I had no orders to do 


otherwise, and further, throughout your 
whole career you have been sentencing 
people in the name of that same tyrant. . 

In fact, it was just a few teams of Securisti 
that caused all the skirmishes and insecurity 
in part of Timisoara and in Bucharest. In 
the capital this handful — holed up in 


numerous official 
buildings such as the 
Presidential Palace, 
the National Mu¬ 
seum, the Library 
and in the Central 
Committee building 
which were all linked by underground 
tunnels built before the war — was abk (o 
block all advances by the armored units of 
the insurgent army. But make no mistake, 
there were only about a hundred Securisti 
fighting in all of Bucharest, and mostly to 

Continued on page 55 
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RUMMAGING THROUGH THE RUINS OF THE 


This is the unusual adventure of a young 
Frenchman who was in Bucharest during 
the fall of the Ceaucescu regime. Not 
content to follow the progress of the last 
battles , his investigations while the Roma¬ 
nian capital was in a state of chaos led him 
into the headquarters of the Securitate . He 
then set to work finding and recovering 
— not without trouble since some of the 
Romanians took him for a sympathizer for 
the dictator’s guard — documents and 
equipment that are now unique witnesses to 
history. 

Arriving at the famous Place de la 
Republique in front of the Presidential 


Palace in Bucharest, we saw tanks of the 
Romanian army. They kept their main guns 
pointed at possible points of resistance by 
the Securitate, notwithstanding the an¬ 
nouncement a bit earlier of the death of 
Ceaucescu and his wife. In fact, isolated, 
desperate small groups of deserters were 
even then trying to exfiltrate the hot spots in 
Bucharest, using their small arms to clear 
a way. 

Numerous roadblocks were set up to 
prevent their escape. For the moment, fear 
of a “kamikaze” terrorist was on all faces, 
and the men of the Securitate were fighting 
in civilian clothes, the better to disappear 
into the civilian population. 

The last defenders of the regime had 
finally failed in their effort to intimidate the 
people and to prevent the formation of a 
government by the Front for National 
Salvation. But they were taking cruel 
revenge by randomly firing at anyone 
passing in front of their assault rifles. To 
prevent panic the army encircled the last 
points of resistance and was reducing them 
with small-arms fire, sometimes supported 
by the heavy machine guns on the T-54s. 
Not having seen any knocked-out tanks in 
the center of the city, it was obvious that no 
RPG-7 rocket launchers were used in the 
battle. Could one conclude that the Securi¬ 
tate was never equipped with this weapon, 
which undoubtedly would have scattered 
the concentrations of tanks standing around 
the toughest points of resistance? 

We went through the last barricade on 
foot. As always, half : frozen students 
searched through our bags and pockets and 
“patted down” our bodies. Among them 
were some pretty girls who asked for our 
papers and the reason for our being in 
Bucharest. As everything was in order their 
comrades, armed with the inevitable Ka¬ 


lashnikovs, waved us through. I was 
immediately struck by the quantity of 
web-gear pouches cluttering the ground. 
They were all over. Gradually, as we 
approached the Presidential Palace, we 
noticed that the windows were riddled with 
bullet holes. A slight breeze moved the 
curtains, tragic white flags in this strange 
atmosphere. The lights were still on, the 
only sign of life inside the palace. In its fall, 
the regime didn't even have time to turn off 
the lights, and its replacement hadn't gotten 
around to it. Everything was motionless, as 
in a vast museum presented to the whole 
world. 

The people of Bu¬ 
charest had come to 
watch it from a 
distance. They were 
both proud and re¬ 
lieved at having 
taken to the streets at 
a good time. “We 
have defeated the 
monster,” one hears 
everywhere. “By their enormous, sponta¬ 
neous uprising, the people have ended the 
communist nightmare,” passers-by tell 
me. “We were never communists,” they 
all declare and by tearing the socialist 
coat-of-arms out of the Romanian flag, 
many seemed to equate socialism, commu¬ 
nism and the infamous Ceaucescu couple. 
Many seemed to be trying to regain their 
virginity! 

People were talking with the armored 
crews and bringing them food, but no one 
ventured onto the opposite sidewalk by the 
main gate of the palace, even though there 
was no one on guard there. “It’s danger¬ 
ous, there are still terrorists in the cellars.” 
In fact, the army was still alert for their 
possible appearance; best not to be sur¬ 
prised. So I headed for other ruins and 
came across a military cap lying in a gutter. 
It was a Securitate cap, whose owner 
wished no doubt to detach himself from this 
somewhat too-visi- 
ble emblem. On 
closer inspection I 
found a bullet-hole 
above the visor; the 
cap’s owner had 
probably been 
killed. My action in 
looking at the cap 
drew the attention 
of a passer-by who 
led me to a base¬ 
ment window a bit farther along. A group 
of idlers had clustered for a look at an 
untidy room littered with military equip¬ 
ment. What was this place that had been 
burned out except for the entrance hall and 
the reception area whose potted palms had 
been machine gunned in their vases? 

“That’s the headquarters of the Se¬ 
curitate,” a soldier told me 


The floor was littered with assorted 
military items: trousers, various papers and 
a jacket with the shoulder-boards tom off (I 
later found out that it belonged to a 
general). On a wall riddled with bullet- 
holes was a map of Romania and a colored 
poster of the rank insignia of the troops of 
the Ministry of the Interior. The insurgents 
had sacked everything, emptying every 
desk drawer. I ventured into other, un¬ 
lighted and pillaged rooms, in the midst of 
dumped-out ammunition boxes and 
wrecked furniture, splashing in water that 
was running down the walls from pipes 
broken in the fire. Then another room that 
must have been the dressing room for the 
men of the Securitate. Here, also, every¬ 
thing was on the floor. The lockers had 
been systematically emptied; caps and 
uniforms were mixed with scattered papers 
in indescribable chaos. Dumped-out stor¬ 
age bins disgorged uniforms soaking in the 
water that flowed down the corridors, in the 
midst of account books reduced to a soggy 
mass. In one comer a pile of shoe boxes, 
mostly empty; the troops that assaulted the 
building took them, leaving only a few 
unpaired shoes. Also lying about were 
bundles of greeting cards for the holidays of 
23 August and 1 May. On leaving I saw 
dozens of five-liter bottles of acetone under 
a staircase, evidence of an antiquated but 
hardly damaged laboratory. 

The attackers had been content with 
superficially rummaging through drawers 
full of materials for the detection of toxic 
gasses. Hundreds of ampoules, mostly 
out-of-date, seemed to constitute most of 
the inventory of a laboratory apparently 
intended to monitor the anti-pollution strug¬ 
gle. For this purpose the chemists had some 
very ordinary detection kits, each with a 
hole to permit air to be drawn in by an 
electric pump across various detection 
ampoules suspended inside the kit. From 
the appearance of these ampoules they 
would determine the presence of a toxic 


gas/ On the wall of the laboratory was a 
map of downtown Bucharest marked with 
all sorts of pollution sources, inscribed with 
large circles showing the distance between 
the Presidential Palace and these sources of 
pollution. Beside the stairs leading to the 
outside court of the building was the arms 
room, emptied except for some empty 
cartridge boxes and some piles of excre- 


“We have defeated the 
monster/’ one hears 
everywhere. 


On closer inspection I found a 
bullet-hole above the visor; the 
cap’s owner had probably 
been killed. 
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SECURITATE 



Artifacts for history — the debris of a communist dictatorship, gleaned from the ruins of the 
Securitate HQ in Bucharest. Shown clockwise from 7 o’clock: shoulderboards, insurgents 
brassard, officer’s parade belt, officer’s service cap, PCR banner, portrait of the Conducator 
behind Securitate and police hats found in the street, a Soviet T-33 pistol, AK and AK bayonet, 
shirt for the Securitate sports team “‘Dynamo,” and holster. Collection courtesy of Eurosurplus. 
Photo: Eric Micheletd 


ment. The smell was unbearable. A little 
farther along, the snack-bar also looked like 
a battlefield — the obligatory official por¬ 
traits were tom to shreds, the tables and 
chairs totally destroyed. Across from the 


A little farther along, 
the snack-bar also 
looked like a battle¬ 
field — the obligatory 
official portraits were 
torn to shreds, the 
tables and chairs 
totally destroyed. 


dining hall was a radio repair shop, with 
assorted obsolete telephones and wrecked 
Soviet radios. Like the laboratory, all this 
had an air of being out-of-date, patched up, 
improvised. 

At the end of the corridor were several 
files that, to my great surprise, had not been 
opened. In them we found Romanian 
communist party and national flags intact, 
and even a pile of framed portraits of 
Ceaucescu. A little staircase led up to the 
ground floor, the only floor still standing. 
The fire had brought down the others, 
including the roof. In the middle of a pile of 
bricks mixed with file holders deformed by 
the fire was a bumed-out Soviet radio. In 
some parts of the building the flames had 
not yet been put out. Suddenly a great crash 
resounded through the building. We 
thought first that it was an explosion, but it 
turned out to be part of the facade collaps¬ 
ing, taking with it the floor at ground level 
and even going through the ceiling of the 
radio room in the basement that we had 
just left. 

We continued toward the entrance hall. 
Account books, reports, assorted business 
cards, leave records were thrown about in 
disorder. On the floor, covered with water, 
plans classified “Top Secret” a few days 
ago were floating pitiably and of interest to 
no one. Among them were plans for the 
defense of the Presidential Palace and 
Ceaucescu’s villas. Finally, we came to the 
gym, dilapidated like the rest, with a 
half-burned floor and 19th century 
windows. 

In the back of this room was a leather 
training dummy, with arms at 180 degrees, 
its leather face beaten up, and its belly the 
recipient of thousands of blows with the 
fist. A mocking sight in this setting of the 
end of the world. 

— Nicolas Peucelle 

* Ceaucescu had a morbid fear of an assassination attempt or 
a poisoning, so every room in which be went was checked for 
poisonous gasses. 


Continued from page 53 

save their own skins. Further, beginning 
Saturday afternoon, some of them were 
trying to escape and get through the 
numerous roadblocks dressed in civilian 
clothes or army uniforms. 

This started the manhunts and settling of 
accounts with the excesses appropriate to a 
revolution. All the while the “combat” 
went on, which usually took this form: the 
insurgents or the crowd would point out a 
target, or the presence of a Securitate agent 
in a building. This would bring on a tank, 
which would conscientiously spray down 
the facade of the building with its DShK 
12.7mm HMG. The agent, if there was 
one, had long since disappeared. The 
machine guns of the T-54/55s and T-77s 
spent hours thus ravaging the facades of the 
buildings around the Place de la Republique 
in Bucharest. 

At the same time, the Committee of 
National Salvation installed itself. It had 
already been “spontaneously” presented 
on television. Meanwhile, Ceaucescu and 
his wife were arrested by the army after a 
pitiable flight. Three days later they were 
executed after a rigged trial. His immediate 
disposal was very much to the advantage of 
the new holders of power, who thus had 


nothing to fear from embarrassing revela¬ 
tions concerning certain members of the 
junta, or concerning certain other coun¬ 
tries, that would have surely come out 
during a public trial of the Conducator. 
Regarding the remainder of the Conduca- 
tor’s clique, the Front decided to forego a 
real manhunt against the men associated 
with Ceaucescu . . . including those in then- 
own group. 5 

It was, in short, a superb coup d’etat, 
masterfully planned and executed, and as 
usual the West understood nothing of the 
manipulation that concealed it.^ 

FOOTNOTES: 

t Almost everyone with any real power in the Committee of 
National Salvation was compromised one way or another 
with the former regime. 

2 During the trial of the four closest associates of the 
Cooducaror, ex-prime minister Ion Dines would declare that 
Ceaucescu had offered his own resignation several tiiras 
beginning on 17 December. This statement was confirmed by 
Ttidor Pooicinicu, Minister of the interior and bead of the 
Securitate. 

3 The weti-known footage of the faked massacre at 
Timisoara is a good example of the very well-orchestrated 
press manipulation that was disseminated throughout the 

world. 

4 These 20,000 men (not 30,000 or 60,000 as had been 
stated) were organized into 15 battalions equipped with 
armored vehicles and antitank guns. Nevertheless, these 
units were not as well armed as the troops of the mittfin 

5 Excepting the four closest associates of the “Cooduca- 
tor” who were tried in January. Moreover, these each 
delivered magnificent self-criticisms in the best tradition of 
triumphant Stalinism! 
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CHAOS & COUR 

IN CAMBODIA 


Non-Communist Resistance soldier with 
West German Armbrust AT weapon. Orange 
tab indicates this is a live round. 
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Non-Communist 

Resistance 

Fires Up Regime Fort 

Text & Photos by Peter Douglas 


CAMBODIA COMMENTATOR 


Correspondent Peter Douglas has done several tours in 
Cambodia with the Non-Communist Resistance. His last trek 
was chronicled in, “In The Jaws of the Tiger,” July *89. He’s 
also filed stories from Afghanistan and Lebanon. Before 
embarking on a career as a combat photojoumalist Douglas 
served with Britain’s Royal Marines. 


T HE rainy sea¬ 
son had just 
ended as the column 
of Armee Nationale 
Sihanoukiste (ANS) 
guerrillas I accom¬ 
panied made its- way 
through the thick 
forest that blankets 
the Dong Rek 
range. Only occasional glimpses, between 
the thick mesh of foliage, gave views of the 
limitless trees stretching to the far horizon. 
Careful attention to the track itself was well 
warranted given the nasty habit adopted by 
all contending factions in Cambodia of 
laying mines. 

On past trips into Cambodia with the 
Non-Communist Resistance (NCR) they 
had been predominantly dressed in poor 
quality Thai-produced camouflage fa¬ 
tigues. These soon became much the worse 
for wear; colors faded and rips and tears 
were soon dominant features in the men’s 
attire. Metal hardware on cheap webbing 
and backpacks rusted up and snapped off. 
The packs themselves split open at the 
seams, normally at the most inopportune 
moments. Few had boots, relying on 
canvas tennis shoes from which the soles 
detached themselves. Few were lucky 
enough to possess “Ho Chi Minh San¬ 
dals,” made from car tires, which did not 
wear out. By the end of a two-week patrol, 
most men were left standing in rags. 

In 1988 the first batches of U.S.- 
supplied “woodland” camouflage fatigues 
had arrived. By late 1989 these deliveries to 
the NCR had transformed them from a 
rag-tag looking mob into a force with 
military bearing, who wore their U.S. 
fatigues with a great deal of pride. Sadly, 
someone responsible for planning what 
equipment could be distributed under non- 
lethal aid programs seemed to believe that 


an ethnic army has no need for boots. 
Instead, black canvas pumps were issued. 
Evidently designed without field duties in 
mind these soon began to fall apart under 
the heavy punishment of field operations. I 
wonder how quickly whoever made the 
decision to exclude boots would change 
their mind if they had to spend even one day 
trekking through tropical forests. 

Also arriving in 1988 were the first 
Singapore-supplied M16 rifles. These 
weapons were soon in evidence in large 
numbers. While the AK-47 is far more 
nigged, and as such, more suited to the 
rough handling of protracted field opera¬ 
tions, the benefits of the MI 6 to the morale 
of the men is such that they are favored by 
NCR leaders. 

On this trip walking with the NCR there 
was a striking difference in atmosphere 
from past trips. In the past there had been a 
constant air of tension — at any moment 
you were liable to be ambushed, or forced 
to change the route and detour aroutvd 
enemy patrols. This time, the column 
marched with a. relaxed, almost carefree, 
attitude brought about by the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese units from the region we were 
in. Added to this was the complete failure 
of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea’s 
(PRK) army to take over the aggressive 
patrolling that had been practiced by the 
Vietnamese. Instead the PRK army 
adopted a defensive stance, neglecting to 
mount even rudimentary patrols any dis- 
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Soviet T-54 tank captured and being used by 
the Non-Communist Resistance. 

tance from their bases. This change in the 
scenario made a hell of a difference in the 
speed and ease with which the guerrillas 
could operate. Having seized the initiative 
in the deep forest, they were determined to 
ensure that it remained a no-go area for the 
PRK army. 

The weather at this time of the year was 
much cooler than it would be in a few 
months time. While the sun was up, it felt 
like no more than a normal hot summer 
day. When we camped for the night we 
slung our hammocks and I dug down into 
the bowels of my backpack to fish out the 
strong mosquito poison that had been 
essential during the steamy nights on past 
trips. 

All around me the other men were also 
delving into backpacks, only they began to 
pull out warm sweaters, scarves and woolly 
hats. It looked like a very elaborate 
practical joke. Once muffled up in warm 
clothes they lit fires close to their ham¬ 
mocks. The air was soon thick with smoke, 
I presumed this was to ward off the swarms 
of mosquitoes I was expecting. The sun 
dipped beneath the horizon and in that 
startling eastern way it was pitch black in 
minutes. Along with the sun the tempera¬ 
ture began to plummet and the reason for 
the lack of mosquitoes became obvious, 
they had all frozen to death! 

I spent the rest of the night miserably 
shuffling around the fire trying to roll my 
mosquito defense net into a makeshift 
blanket to ward off the unexpected night 
chill. 

After a couple of days trekking through 
the forest we arrived at Phom Saleem. 
Here, in a bamboo forest. Colonel Nek 
Bounchay was assembling men for an 
attack on a PRK position at Kouk Mon. 
Simultaneously several other coordinated 
attacks would be launched at smaller bases. 

Fresh supplies arrived by bullock cart 
from the recently captured town of Thma 
Pok. Among the cart loads of equipment 
were over a hundred mortar bombs for the 
newly supplied 81mm mortars. Until re¬ 
cently the NCR were reliant on limited 
supplies of 61mm Chinese mortars. While 
sufficient as a close-support weapon 
against surface targets they were hardly 
suitable for use on dug-in positions such as 
the PRK army held at Kouk Mon. 

Once the supplies had been distributed, a 
final officer’s briefing was held. This was 
conducted without the benefit of a detailed 
model. Instead a map, liberally sprinkled 
with symbols designating enemy and 
friendly forces, was rolled out and the eight 
senior officers gathered round as Col. 
Bounchay ran through his battle plan. As it 
turned out, in the forthcoming action one of 
these officers would be killed. 

Elsewhere, junior officers conducted 
briefings with men in groups of about 50. 
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Troops train with French 89mm LRAC AT 
weapons prior to attack. 
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COMBAT DEBRIEF 


The operational plan for the attack against Kouk Mon hinged 
on two vital ingredients — timing and intelligence. It was crucial 
that all three assault groups were deployed in their positions well 
before H hour (the designated time for the attack to begin) to 
clear a path through the minefield. They also required up-to-date 
intelligence on the defenses and troop dispositions of the PRK 
defenders (sound criteria for the success of any militaiy 
operation). These are hard goals to attain, particularly under the 
stress, confusion and chance of war. 

The defenses of Kouk Mon had not been altered for a 
considerable period and Colonel Nek Bounchay’s concern not to 
alert the defenders to an imminent attack resulted in close 
reconnaissance and observation being curtailed for several days 
prior to the assault. 

As forces had to be gathered from several differing regions not 
all commanders were familiar with the local topography. The 
same security considerations that suspended normal observation 
and reconnaissance denied them the opportunity to make their 
own reconnaissance. 

The operation was carefully planned by men familiar with the 
ground. This may have influenced the decision not to build a 
scale briefing mode. Instead, maps were used for orientation and 
a hand drawn, larger-scale, map for the battle plan. This may not 
have been drawn accurately to scale thus contributing to 
confusion about real distances on the ground. 

Since some officers were not familiar with the ground and 
because the plan entailed a cautious night approach to reach the 
assault position, insufficient contingency time was allowed for 
tile approach march. 

Colonel Bounchay’s plan was to keep the 81mm mortar in 
reserve to cover the retreat if things went wrong. In retrospect it 
would have been better to deploy this (perhaps even as the start 
signal) to cause as much havoc and confusion on the 
unsuspecting defenders as possible. One can certainly question 
the decision to ferry the mortar bombs up with one of the assault 
groups (each man carrying a single bomb) and to hold the mortar 
itself back with tactical headquarters. This separation of the 
mortar from its munitions was unsound and on the day would 
leave the withdrawing assault groups without the planned mortar 
fire support. 

On the night of the attack the three, 100-man assault teams in 
tile “first wave” found the moonless night an added burden 
when working to a tight operational schedule. At least one team 
became temporarily disoriented by unexpected thick areas of 
forest and men became separated in the pitch darkness under the 
trees. These factors all conspired to delay the assault teams. 

By 0430 hours, later than expected, only two teams were in 
position, waiting for the third team to signal that it was in place. 
Sappers, from the two deployed teams, began to clear paths 
through the three bands of defensive mines. They now 
discovered that recent modifications had been made to the 
defensive perimeter. The three bands of mines had become 10 
bands! Small buried M14 anti-personnel, surface trip-wire POM 
Zs and large Vietnamese command-detonated claymores (“Min 
Dan Heung 10”) were positioned in great numbers. 

At 0510, assaults targeted against other PRK positions in the 
locality began. This must have awakened every soldier in the 
PRK government garrison at Kouk Mon and they rushed to man 
their defenses. 

The third assault team arrived a few minutes later and 
deployed. They now frantically attempted to clear a path through 
the mines in front of them. The task of locating and lifting, or 
defusing, mines as they steadily inched their way closer to the 
enemy, could not be rushed. A path sufficient to allow an assault 
had to be cleared. Time was running out as the cover of darkness 
was being eroded by the approaching dawn and the enemy were 
now alerted. 

Finally at 0530 the PRK defenders detected movement outside 
the perimeter as the assault teams began to crawl forward. The 


defenders opened up with everything they had, small arms, light 
machine guns, bunkered 12.7mm HMGs, mortars, two D-130 
artillery pieces (capable of rotating 360 degrees on their fold-out 
carriages) and two T-54 tanks, which fired both their main 
armament and turret mounted 12.7mm HMGs. 

To the credit of the assault teams they immediately hurled 
themselves at the defenders. Most of the assault team casualties 
occurred at this point as they moved forward over the only 
partially cleared bands of mines. All the time the sappers 
continued to work calmly under fire to neutralize more mines. 

By this stage the assault teams on two sides were less than 20 
meters from the defenders. The third team, opposite the 
hull-down tanks had been the last to arrive. They were still more 
than a hundred meters from the earth rampart surrounding the 
post, attempting to crawl over flat open ground. 

The defending tanks and artillery were firing on a flat 
trajectory over open sights. One Carl Gustav round was seen to 
strike a glancing blow on a T-54 turret and tumble away into the 
interior of the base. Hundreds of RPG rockets were fired into the 
base, smoke and dust hung heavily in the air, like a dark blanket 
holding back the dawn. The cacophony of battle was deafening 
at close quarters. 

Commander Sek Van Chop, responsible for the third assault 
team and tasked with knocking out the tanks, scurried forward to 
take over one of the antitank weapons. He reached one team, 
took their weapon and crawled closer still. Finding a suitable 
position, from which he felt he might strike a killing blow against 
one of the T-54s, he cautiously raised himself to fire and was 
instantly killed by a direct hit from a tank shell. Men trying to 
recover his body were wounded by the 12.7mm HMG fire from 
the tanks. 

The sudden loss of their commander at this early stage 
adversely affected the morale of this assault team. Their efforts 
now became divided between attempting to hit the well-screened 
tanks and recovering the body of their dead commander. Both of 
these goals were unsuccessful in the face of the continued direct 
fire from the main armament and HMGs of both tanks, not to 
mention small-arms fire from enemy troops manning the earth 
rampart and frequent incoming of mortar bombs. 

However, in the meantime. Assault Group Two had succeeded 
in driving some of the enemy back from the defensive earth 
rampart by sustained RPG and small-arms fire. A small party 
rushed forward, suffering casualties from mines and small arms 
fire on the way. Those who reached the shelter of the earth 
rampart hurled their grenades over into the trenches on the other 
side, and then quickly crawling to the crest, directed small arms 
fire at the retreating forms of the defenders as they abandoned 
their trenches. 

From this elevated position they were able to pour sustained 
fire into some shallow trenches set further back inside the base. 
These, too, were soon abandoned by the men in them, some of 
whom were bowled over as they withdrew. Tracers and RPG 
rockets set fire to several coconut-palm thatched huts. Thick 
smoke from these reduced visibility still further. 

Under covering fire from four of the assault team members 
who had reached the rampart crest, half-a-dozen more now 
attempted to enter the base. Support fire was indiscriminate as 
smoke effectively obscured vision from the rampart crest into 
the base. 

The small group, including the assault team commander for 
this flank, was able to reach the main accommodation area 20 
meters directly in front of them. Here they took cover in an 
abandoned mortar pit from where they could fire across the base 
and hurl their last grenades at several more thatch huts close by. 
Several dead PRK soldiers lay sprawled in the dirt, another 
shared their trench. 

Despite the smoke, the rising flames of the burning huts were 
Continued on page 82 
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After the briefing and pep-talk a Buddhist 
blessing was given as the men stood, heads 
bowed, in solemn silence; each man alone 
with his thoughts. 

The basic plan called for a three-pronged 
assault; each assault group of about 100 
men, approaching from different direc¬ 
tions. Each group was also to be supported 
by a * ‘second wave” of a further 100 men. 
A further group was to block the road to 
Samrong to the east, in case enemy relief 
forces approached. The Kouk Mon attack 
was to be synchronized with attacks on 
other bases, all of which were scheduled to 
begin at 0500. 

The assault groups were ordered to creep 
as close as possible under cover of dark¬ 
ness, removing mines as they did so. At 
0500 hours RPG rockets were to be fired at 
the defenses and a sudden assault launched, 
the hope being that the element of surprise 
would carry them through the first line of 
defense. Once inside they were confident 
that they could suppress the opposition and 
prevent them from organizing any further 
effective defense. One assault group was 
tasked with destroying two T-54 tanks 
deployed in their sector. 

Besides the tanks. Col. Bounchay was 
also concerned with overpowering and 
neutralizing two D-130 artillery pieces 
inside the base. These are mounted on a 
base that can rotate 360 degrees and allow 
for fire on a flat trajectory in direct support. 
The tanks were hull down and the D-130s 
placed in gun pits which effectively 
screened their crews from small arms fire. 
There were also several mortar pits located 

RIGHT: NCR troops ready for march to 
Kouk Mon. Note numerous RPDs and yet no 
Western-manufactured light machine guns. 


around the position. Surrounding the whole 
Kouk Mon defensive perimeter was a high 
earth rampart beyond which lay an esti¬ 
mated three rings of mines. Obviously 
timing would prove critical. 

While 81mm mortars were available to 
the resistance Col. Bounchay had opted to 
restrict their use to fire support in case of 
withdrawal, feeling that to deploy them in 


ABOVE: As dusk falls over Cambodia Col. 
Bounchay receives position reports from 
various assault groups poised to attack 
at dawn. 

close support of an assault was too 
hazardous. 

While all the briefings were being con¬ 
ducted, the field surgical team was prepar¬ 


ing an emergency hospital. This entailed 
constructing operating tables out of bam¬ 
boo and lashing up ponchos to shield the 
tables from the sun or rain. It was comfort¬ 
ing to observe this degree of planning for 
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Leader of the assault on Kouk Mon, Colonel 
Nek Bounchay. 

casualties. In most guerrilla armies, being 
wounded other than superficially is tanta¬ 
mount to a death warrant. 



Primitive casualty evacuation by ox cart. This 
soldier was wounded in the fighting near Svay 
Chek. 

At 1400 the remaining units gathered in 
a clearing. Here for the first time I caught 
sight of the new antitank weapons being 
made available to the NCR. Supplied 
through Singapore were 84mm Carl Gus¬ 
tavs (affectionately known within the Brit¬ 
ish forces as “Charlie Gee”), 89mm 
French LRACs and the small, lightweight, 
one-shot, West German Armbrust. These 
weapons were highly prized additions to the 
guerrilla’s armory. 

At 1500 hours the assembled men moved 
out in single file, snaking their way through 
bands of trees and across large open 
clearings of tall grass. In one of these 
clearings were the traces of an abandoned 
Vietnamese base. Silent derelict bunkers 
marked the perimeters. Inside a few black¬ 
ened timbers lay where buildings had once 
stood. A warning came down the line not to 


deviate from the track as this area was still 
heavily sewn with mines. 

There was a general sigh of relief as we 
safely cleared the remains of this old enemy 
base. After a few hours’ hot afternoon 
marching we emerged from the forest and 
began to cross large, open areas of aban¬ 
doned paddy fields, now overgrown with 
tall grass. There was no sign of life 
anywhere, other than the thin column of 
moving men, and no other sound except the 
soft swishing of the grass as they passed. 

As the sun began to go down a brief halt 
was called. The men hunkered down into 
small groups, some smoked, others 
snatched a quick meal of dry noodles, the 
last meal before the attack. The late, golden 
afternoon light began to cast long, soft 
shadows. 

A small knot of officers stood conferring 
beside a dead, leafless tree, the murmur of 
their voices carried on the gentle afternoon 

Continued on page 73 
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SOF PROPAGANDA 



DAMNED LIES 
& THE MEDIA 


Popular Press Twists Facts in Cambodia 

Text & Photos by Peter Douglas 


T HE media has a proven track record of 
failing to understand and accurately 
report on the ongoing Cambodian situation. 
Its past failures allowed years of Khmer 
Rouge genocide to go unreported. And it is 
currently responsible for much emotive, 
but misguided, reporting that has whipped 
up public support for a repressive regime, 
installed by foreign invaders with a bloody 
track record. 

Much mud-slinging has been conducted 
by the world media accusing the Non- 
Communist Resistance (NCR) of being 
sympathetic to the communist Khmer 
Rouge cause and even of actively support¬ 
ing them. This reflects poorly on the media, 
demonstrating an appalling ignorance of 
the complex Cambodian story by those 
responsible for reporting it. 

There are four factions in Cambodia, two 
communist and two non-communist. The 
two non-communist factions are aligned 
under a single banner, that of the NCR. The 
other two factions come under the respec¬ 
tive banners of the Khmer Rouge and the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea (PRK). 

The Khmer Rouge were forced out of 
power after Vietnam invaded in 1978. 
Vietnam then installed the PRK regime to 
power in Phnom Penh (Cambodia’s capi¬ 
tal). However a fact that is invariably 
overlooked in the media is that the PRK 
regime is itself no more than a splinter 
faction of the Khmer Rouge. This came 
about when political loyalties within the 
Khmer Rouge became divided between the 
leadership, aligned to China, and a smaller 
faction, loyal to Vietnam. 

The leadership set about purging the 
party of those loyal to Vietnam, who they 


considered to be dangerous dissidents. 
When the bloody internal purges began, 
large numbers of Khmer Rouge fled to 
safety across the border into Vietnam. 
Vietnam then formed these men into the 
Kampuchean National Eastern Zone Front 
for National Liberation (KNEZFNL), who 
duly returned to Cambodia in the front line 
of Vietnam’s 1978 invasion. Their loyalty 
to Vietnam was rewarded when Vietnam 
formed the PRK government, drawn 
largely from the KNEZFNL. 

It is the resulting enmity between the 
divided Khmer Rouge factions that funda¬ 
mentally now constitutes the barrier to a 
negotiated settlement. The PRK regime 
faction in Phnom Penh refuses to discuss 
any power-sharing with their former mas¬ 
ters now waging war from the jungle. 

Matters arc further complicated by the 
fact that the Khmer Rouge continue to hold 
the Cambodian seat at the United Nations. 
Despite the atrocities committed under then- 
rule the UN was reluctant to oust them only 
to recognize a puppet regime of former 
Khmer Rouge installed by a Vietnamese 
invasion. To make the situation more 
palatable, in 1982 the Western powers 
encouraged the NCR to form a political 
alliance with the Khmer Rouge. This meant 
that the NCR could share the Cambodian 
United Nations seat and gain political 
credibility as members of a power-sharing 
coalition government in exile. The NCR 
had hoped by this act to enable independent 
military support for them to become a 
tangible reality. Instead they found that 
nothing had changed in the stand taken by 
the West on military aid. Precious little 
support was forthcoming. 


There was a tangible decrease (although 
not a cessation) in hostilities between their 
army and that of the Khmer Rouge, though 
the latter still jealously guarded its own 
interests in the interior. 

It also improved their relationship with 
China. China welcomed NCR participation 
in the new coalition government as it 
provided a thin smokescreen for the Khmer 
Rouge leadership, who now claimed that 
this was a demonstration of the fact that 
they had changed. They were now willing 
to share power within a democratic govern¬ 
ment. Pol Pot (the infamous leader of the 
Khmer Rouge) even announced that he had 
“retired” from the leadership. China began 
to supply the NCR with military assistance, 
although much below the levels handed out 
to the Khmer Rouge. 

The West continued to voice its support 
of the NCR but maintained a wary attitude 
regarding the question of direct military 
assistance. The NCR continued to argue 
that its alliance with the Khmer Rouge was 
one bom from the necessity of the moment. 
They were united for one purpose, to rid 
Cambodia of the Vietnamese invaders. 
There could be no question of any sympa¬ 
thies with the Khmer Rouge dogma. They 
compared their alliance to that of Chiang 
Kai-Shek and Mao Zedong, who were 
forced to lay aside their differences to unite 
against the invading Japanese. More re¬ 
cently they drew attention to the Western 
alliance with Stalin in World War II. 

Before the alliance of 1982 the NCR had 
been faced with the reality of having to 
fight the invading Vietnamese, with its 
200,000 man army of occupation, while 
keeping a wary eye on the Khmer Rouge at 
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the same time. They had in fact been 
fighting a war against both, and doing so 
with very little outside assistance; a situa¬ 
tion that was placing their small military 
force in a precarious situation. With the 
alliance they were receiving more military 
support, albeit from China, and had eased 
the friction with Khmer Rouge forces on 
the ground. This allowed them to do two 
important things: expand their size, and 
carry the war deeper into the interior. 

With Vietnam’s unexpected early with¬ 
drawal, the media war intensified as the 
PRK regime set about trying to entice the 
NCR to divorce itself from the Khmer 
Rouge and the United Nations-recognized 
coalition government and join them in 
Phnom Penh, on non-power sharing terms! 
With the other hand, however, they were 
conducting a largely successful campaign 
in the world media to present the NCR’s 
alliance with the Khmer Rouge as one that 
demonstrated active NCR support for a 
return to power by the Khmer Rouge. 

At the same time they were presenting 
themselves to the media as the one and only 
alternative to a Khmer Rouge return to 
power. In the explosion of media coverage 
at the time of Vietnam’s withdrawal few 
media reports mentioned that the PRK 
government is composed of ex-Khmer 
Rouge who broke away from the main 
party, not out of any disagreement over 
their bloody track record or their radical 
communist ideology but purely to save their 
own necks over the question of loyalty to 
Vietnam during the internal party purges. 

The media, enjoying easy access to the story 
from Phnom Pienh and specially organized 
facilities during the much vaunted Vietnamese 
withdrawal, were very receptive to the PRK 
regime’s publicity machine and its NCR smear 
campaign. The bulk of the coverage leaves the 
impression that only the PRK regime can hold 
off a full Khmer Rouge return to power and that 
there is a re-emergence of the Khmer Rouge as 
a power in Cambodia directly brought about by 
Weston aide for the NCR. 

The fact is that the Khmer Rouge is 
Cambodian; they are based inside, deep 
inside, Cambodia and have been for many 
years; a 200,000 man Vietnamese army of 
occupation failed to eradicate them and the 
only faction that offers anything other than 
a return of Khmer Rouge power, be it 
under the Khmer Rouge or PRK regime 
banner, is the NCR. 

Tragically for the Cambodian people the 
misguided media presentation of the situa¬ 
tion unleashed a wave of public feeling in 
the West against the limited support of 
Western powers for the NCR. For the 
United States in particular, Southeast Asia 
is a political hot potato and Western 
governments have allowed this public 
pressure to affect policy decisions over aid 
for the NCR. 

One result of all this is that there is now 
pressure for the NCR to leave the United 
Nations-recognized coalition government 
in exile and declare themselves independ¬ 
ent, but to do so at a period when not one 


Thousands of Cambodians, like this one with U.S.-manufactured M16/M203, have fought all 
their lives to bring democracy to their homeland. 


Western power is willing to stand up and 
openly give them support. 

If the NCR were to dissolve their 
association with the coalition government, 
military supplies from China, on which 
they are presently dependent, would cease 
and they would again be facing a 
simultaneous war with both the Khmer 
Rouge and the PRK regime. Such a move 
would seriously weaken their position and 
they would still lack Western military 
support. 

The NCR themselves accept that in the 
future there will be another war with the 
Khmer Rouge, but they are adamant that 
now is not the time to declare such a war. 
First they want either a negotiated settle¬ 
ment, or a military one, that brings about a 
universally accepted quadripartite govern¬ 
ment in Phnom Penh. As members of the 
recognized government they would be in a 
position to counter effectively any Khmer 
Rouge power-mongering and, finally, 
confront them if they must. The Khmer 
Rouge are a Cambodian problem and will 
ultimately have to be dealt with, either 
politically or more likely by force of arms. 

One should bear in mind that the current 
leaders of the PRK regime were not just 
ordinary soldiers, following orders under 


the Khmer Rouge. They occupied posi¬ 
tions of power, positions that would have 
ensured their knowledge of the genocide 
occurring in Cambodia, and they remained 
loyal to the Khmer Rouge throughout the 
worst years of slaughter. 

It is a fact that during those years, when 
Cambodia’s current leaders helped to 
administer, there were a few Cambodians 
who were fighting a guerrilla war against 
the Khmer Rouge. These were men who 
were willing to risk everything, who 
refused to accept defeat; who fought in 
small groups, surviving year after year in 
the remote jungles by their cunning and 
wits; who endured the massacre of entire 
families; who saw their brothers-in-arms 
dying of starvation.. They are still in the 
jungle, still fighting, and still largely 
unsupported by the free world. They, and 
not the PRK regime, remain deserving of 
Western support if Cambodia is ever to rid 
itself of its eternal civil war. 

It is because of the media’s continuing 
failure to understand or accurately report 
the facts of the Cambodian situation that 
the very people fighting for freedom and 
democracy remain little known, much 
maligned and largely unsupported by the 
free world.^ 
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SECRET 

WEAPON 

Against Boredom, Obsolescence, Ignorance 


You want action? We’ve got ac¬ 
tion, and more. Obstacle course, brief¬ 
ings, weapons, competitions, good times 
with old friends! It’s Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine’s 15th birthday, and we’re 
rolling back the years to the rough-and- 
ready SOF Conventions that made his¬ 
tory! Break loose, come join us, have 
fun with people who really know how to 
rock e n’ roll. 

• Operation Headhunter - Test 
your wits and guts on this tough desert 
obstacle course. Included free only if 
you pre-pay by Aug. 10, 1990. Open 
only to conventioneers. Contact Don 
Clark POBox 253, Elkhom,NB 68022 

• Pugil Stick Tourney - 

Prove your strength and agil- 1990 SOF 

lty. Three nights of jousts. 

Sponsored by Paladin Press. T-shirts for all competi¬ 
tors. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place cash prizes. 

• Firepower Demo - Exotic heavy weapons, plus a 
few surprises. An all-time favorite! 

• Camaraderie - Meet your buddies. Renew old 
friendships, make new contacts. 

• Seminars - Hear the truth from men who have 
been there. You must be a registered conventioneer to 
attend these fascinating seminars: 

Revitalization of Special Ops, Col. Andy Gambara 
History of Special Ops, Lt. Gen. Leroy Manor 
Reality of Iran/Contra, Maj. Gen. Richard V. Secord 
New US Strategic Goals, Dr. Ray S. Cline 

NRA and Political Action, Fred Ramero 
Defensive Driving Tactics, Dave Chatallier 
SPETSNAZ: The Dark Side of Perestroika, 

Maj .Bill Northacker 

Military Rifle Cartridge Effectiveness, Peter Kokalis 
Continuing War in Mozambique, Maj. Bob McKenzie 
Southern Africa in the 1990s, Hilton Hamann 
Phoenix Program in Vietnam, Col. Fred Caristo 
Clandestine Trade Craft, Alexander Erskins 


• Expo - Over 160 dealers and retail¬ 
ers are bringing their top-of-the-line 
paramilitary weapons and gear, police 
equipment, custom knives, and mili- 
taria. (No one under 13 admitted.) 

• Famous 3-Gun International 
World Championship Match - Desert 
Sportsman’s Rifle Club. Sept. 12-15. 
Over $60,000in cash and prizes. Further 
info page 91. 

• Special Events - Don’t miss your 
chance to participate in these exciting 
hands-on events! Contact each event 
sponsor directly for more information. 

• Edged and Impact Weapons 
plus Personal Defense-Contact Ernie 

_ Franco, 8173 Monte Vista, 

Convention Upland, CA 91786 

• Combat Medicme Work¬ 
shop - Contact Rick Devenney, 5093 Cothrin Ranch 
Rd., Shingle Springs, CA 95682 

• Automatic Weapons Shoot - Contact Ken Hept- 
ner, DA Enterprises, 850 S. Rancho No. 2, Suite 315, 
Las Vegas, NV 89106 

• Rappelling - Contact Fritz Borchardt, 9005 Lib¬ 
erty Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 

• Live Ammo “Video Combat” Shoot - Contact 
Bob Irwin, The Gun Store, 1806 S. Main St., Las Vegas, 
NV 89104 

• Defensive Driving - Contact Dave Chatallier, 
6527 Raeford Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Plan Now to Attend 

Registration is $150. Or save $15 by sending your check for 
$135 and the attached registration form by Aug. 10,1990. Opera¬ 
tion Headhunter included only if you pre-register. No exceptions. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine's 1990 Convention & Expo 
Sept. 12 -16 1990, Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 

Pre-register now by sending $135 with registration card to: 

SOF Convention, P.O. Box 693, Boulder CO 80306 
Sahara Hotel room reservation rate is $60 single or double plus tax; 

make your reservation by Aug. 10 for this special rate. 

Call 1-800-634-6666 and identify yourself as an SOF Conventioneer. 
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SOF VIETNAM 


SHOOTOUT 

ON HIGHWAY ONE 

Decoys and Sitting Ducks at Trang Bang 

by Jim Ross 



M113 APCs move through a rice field near 
LZ Stinson, Vietnam. APCs were used to 
protect from — or in this instance draw 
— fire. Photo: U.S. Army photo by SP4 
Herbert Brady 

T HE Highway One Shootout, as it came 
to be known, was a textbook example 
of the VC tactic of involving innocent 
villagers in fuefights to cause civilian 
casualties, to in turn make the American 
military effort look bad. It happened the 
night of 12 April 1970 in a hamlet near 
Trang Bang. 


I had been in-country two months and 
was currently a PFC M60 gunner with A 
Company, 2/22d Infantry (Mechanized), 
25th Division. We were operating out of 
LZ Devin, a fire-support base on Highway 
One northwest of Saigon — not far from 
the Iron Triangle. It was a rutty, sun- 
bleached AO, lightly covered with willow 
groves and gnarled scrub. We had been 
there about a week, uneventfully securing 
the arty, when somebody in management 
noticed the lack of action and straightaway 
contrived to do something about it. 

I had spent the day working on the wire, 


and was alone in 4th Squad’s bunker 
dabbing my face with a towel to keep sweat 
drops off a half-written letter, when Lieu¬ 
tenant Martin popped in with the news. 

“I’m looking for volunteers,” he said 
enthusiastically. 

The man was always upbeat, forever 
smiling. You could never he sure of his true 
intent or the actual weight of his an¬ 
nouncements. 

Instinctively I took the defensive. 
“What for?” 

“A mission tonight.” 

“A mission? What kind of mission?” I 
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frowned. It didn’t sound right. 

“First Platoon’s been detailed to police 
the highway tonight,” he said as though we 
had won a raffle. 

“Seriously?” 

“Would I kid about something as bizarre 
as that?” 

I asked what the set-up was, still suspi¬ 
cious. He said that Battalion had decided to 
let the VC know that nighttime use of Route 
One could no longer be taken for granted. 
The enemy knew our APCs didn’t recon 
after dark, and with no ground units in the 
area they had lately enjoyed total freedom 
of movement. Our objective was to rove 
from Devin to Cu Chi and back all night 
— about 15 miles one way. 

“That’s crazy,” I said. 

“Maybe so,” he countered, “but that 
doesn’t change the fact we’re going.” He 
smiled that wily smile. “Now, are you in, 
or not?” 


I eyed him. “Why do I have a choice?” 

“Simple. The CO wants to leave two 
here from each squad to cover our share of 
the perimeter. ” 

It sounded insane, but I hadn’t yet 
experienced enough to want to miss any¬ 
thing, and I didn’t like the idea of expanded 
watch. So if I had to stay awake either 
way... 

“I’ll go.” 

“Good man. We move in an hour.” 

The platoon assembled at dusk. Our 
squad consisted of our driver John Kendall, 
rifleman Ricky Gilmore, our squad leader 
Steve Daniel, .50 gunner Gary Stallings, 
myself, and Virgil — a not-well-liked loner 
from 2nd Platoon who doubled as company 
sniper and king doper. His reputation for 
killing existed largely in his own mind. 
Among those with 3rd Squad were my 
friend Carl Petrowski and my good buddy 
Dave Santa Cruz. Lieutenant Martin rode 
with 2nd Squad. 

Steel pots in 
place, flak jackets 
zippered and chests 
smothered in bando¬ 
leers, the platoon 
eased onto the dark- 


First Platoon APC waiting to leave fire 
support base Devin, where they were detailed 
to provide security. Photo: Jim Ross 

ened road in numerical sequence: 1-1 (1st 
Platoon-1 st Squad) out front, 1-4 drag. 

The night was still, diesel engines and 
clattering treads amplifying our sense of 
conspicuousness. We proceeded with head¬ 
lights off, and the moonless night made 
driving difficult — accelerating, braking, 
accelerating, braking — closing ranks, 
stopping abruptly, bouncing the troops. 

Flexing like an accordion, the line made 
its initial run, passing through Trang Bang 
and the tiny unnamed hamlet farther south. 

The trip down was tense but without 
incident. Executing an about-face a half 
klick outside Cu Chi, we stopped dead on 
the deserted blacktop for a breather. We 
were a long way from the security of Devin 
and the rest of the company, and I was 
already beginning to feel vulnerable. We 
were four detached tracks in the middle of 
Vietnam in the middle of the night, 
advertising our presence in a taunting, 
daring way, and all I could see in the 
blackness were dancing images of jumbo 
claymores and incoming rockets. 


PFC ROSS REPORTING 


Jim Ross was a tail-gunner on an M60 and a PFC in A Co., 
2/22d Infantry (Mech), 25th Inf Div operating near the Iron 
Triangle of Vietnam when this incident took place in 1970. He 
now resides in Bethany, Oklahoma. 
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Taunted to action by APCs patrolling at 
night, Charlie center-punched this APC with 
a PG round and all the small arms he had. 
Photo: Jim Ross 

The sense of adventure had been rapidly 
replaced by a creeping, expanding sense of 
fear, the kind of fear that crawls up through 
your belly and jams in your throat with a 
twinge — like when you’re staring up at the 
axle of your truck and your not-that-reliable 
bumper jack creaks and suddenly you 
picture yourself a smear of glistening bone 
and gore decorating the driveway. 

I shuddered, dug for a smoke. 

“Spooky,” Gilmore remarked. He sat 
opposite me, on the left rear of the track’s 
deck. 

“Suicidal might be a better word,” John 
said grumpily. He had crawled out of the 
driver’s hatch and sat hunched over, suck¬ 
ing hard on a Winston. 

“There it is,” Gilmore added. “The 
gooks have beaucoup time between passes 
to arrange a very meaningful ’bush.” 

“And,” Sergeant Daniel elaborated, 
“we’ll make a hell of a lot of passes 
between now and sunrise.” 

For a minute nobody said anything. 
Daniel was considered a hard case and not 
generally included in idle conversations. As 
a squad leader he was seriously inept, a 
deficiency he compensated for by being 
pushy and stubborn. He was tolerated, 
that’s all. 

I broke the silence. “Maybe we’ll be 
lucky,” I said, not believing it, “Maybe 
there aren’t any dinks posted along this 
stretch of road.” 

Gilmore spat. “Yeah, maybe,” he said, 
playing along, ‘‘Maybe.” 


“Keep telling yourselves that,” Stall¬ 
ings said flatly. Gary took a hard-core, 
street-fighter’s approach to war. He was 
well regarded, if only because of his 
attitude, which made him dangerous but 
invaluable. You knew exactly where he 
stood and what to expect in every situation. 
“But in the meantime you damn well better 
be ready to stomp ass, cause that’s where 
this joy ride’s headed.” 

That said, the track jolted forward and 
attentive eyes returned to probing the 
horizon. 

Pass two ended outside Devin’s ghostly 
perimeter. We pivoted, then rattled right 
back to Cu Chi. By midnight, we had made 
a half-dozen runs, and earlier tensions 
started to ease. The hour, blending with the 
drone of the APCs, had lulled us into a state 
of dozing tranquility; chins on chests, heads 
bobbing — alertness stolen by some night¬ 
mare bandit. 

Cruising toward Devin, we entered the 
hamlet, its scattered huts silhouetted faintly 
against the black velvet sky. John slowed as 
we started into the final curve, then 
accelerated just in time to see the disappear¬ 
ing outline of 1-3 drive into the blast of a 
mammoth claymore that shattered the 
blackness and sent a brilliant flash jetting 
out the rear of their track. The platoon was 
already strung out and 1-4, now lagging 
badly, was suddenly positioned for total 
isolation. 

For long seconds brains vapor-locked. 
Then John, reflexively, braked and swung 
hard left, bouncing off the blacktop and 
down a sloped embankment that elevated 
the roadway slightly above the adjacent rice 
field. Blistering machine-gun fire swept the 
highway, shooing us along like ducks 


before a hose. It was a slow-motion eternity 
before John at last swiveled the track into 
firing position. 

Our weapons barked in ensemble as we 
struggled to orient ourselves, determine the 
location of the others, get flares up, and 
attempt commo with the lieutenant. 

Gilmore and Renfro were already 
aground, firing prone. Standing inside the 
track behind the deck-mounted 60, I di¬ 
rected a stream of red lines into the 
hootches across the road. Daniel, beside 
me, yelled something to Stallings but was 
disregarded as Gary maniacally jackham- 
mered the .50, sending an arc of tumbling 
hot brass onto the deck. Between bursts 
John’s M79 launched grenades in methodi¬ 
cal thunks. 

A quick glance up the road explained the 
platoon’s dispersal. The kill zone was long, 
200 meters, and the incoming sufficient to 
discourage movement. 

Flares pulsed, partially illuminating the 
nightscape, and we could see through the 
lattice of tracers the profile of 1-3 beyond a 
wisp of trees. Both 1-1 and 1-2 were out 
of sight. 

“Ammo,” Stallings called. 

“AMMO GODDAMNIT!” 

Daniel pitched a box up just as the .50 
spit a final slug and stilled. In seconds fresh 
explosions erupted from the gun, stitching 
the village in uneven rows. Small arms 
crackled, a single mortar dropped in, and 
an errant RPG skittered crazily across the 
ground and detonated in a dike. 

“They’re gonna chop us up if we don’t 
move,” Daniel bawled. 

“No place to go,’’ Stallings 
declared. 

“We can’t—” 

“Gimme more ammo!” 

Flustered, Daniel hoisted up two more 
boxes, then stationed himself so close to me 
that when he resumed firing his brass was 
programmed to bounce off my face. 

“Get out of the way,” I complained. 

He shifted slightly and ripped off another 
20. Half of them stung my head like bees. 
I yelled at him again. He glowered at me, 
then ducked below and fumbled for the 
radio’s handset. After excitedly explaining 
our situation to the lieutenant, he popped up 
and exclaimed, “L-T says everybody move 
away from the track, now!” 

“The hell you say!” Stallings shot back. 
“I got enough ammo on board to kill every 
pissantgook in tot 

“We’re dead without these guns,” I 
shouted, wishing I was a hundred miles 
from the track but somehow coded to 
Gary’s instincts. 

“We’re dead,” Daniel insisted, “if we 
don’t di-di. They’re loaded with RPGs and 
we’re their best target.” 

“Bullshit...” Stallings started. 

“You can’t hit ‘em anyway,” he wailed, 
“they’re in bunkers, man!” 

We kept firing. Daniel exited the 
rear door. 

A fresh rocket whizzed by, destroying 
some unidentified object to our rear. 
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“Get off that track, damn you,” Daniel 
squalled. 

The next rocket left sparks on the deck, 
convincing even Stallings that for once 
Daniel was right and that we would be no 
help at all dead. So he exhausted a belt and 
angrily snatched up his rifle. 

He didn't have to ask me to follow. 

We fell to firing positions in the open 
next to Renfro and Gilmore. Daniel scur¬ 
ried back to the track to grab a PRC-25 and 
toss out ammo. John had dismounted the 
other side, staying close for a quick 
re-entry. Swearing in gusts, Stallings began 
to expend magazines in single bursts. Spent 
magazines covered the ground. 

Daniel scrambled back over, gesturing 
wildly. 

“Say it!” Gilmore barked. 

“It’s Carl. Carl Petrowski. He was 
sittuT on a box of C-4 that flamed up when 
the gooks blew the 'bush. Dave says he fell 
off 1-3 right across the road from us.” 

I looked at him, disbelieving. Carl was 
the platoon's good guy, a laid-back country 
boy who had never learned a mean word 
and handled nearly every hardship with an 
accepting smile and a shrug. I couldn’t 
imagine him being left to die and nobody 
doing anything. 

“You mean he’s been there all this time, 
and we’re just now finding out?” Stallings 
asked tensely. 

“Roger,” he said unaffectedly. “Doc 
wanted to go after him, but he’s way up the 
road on 1-2 and the lieutenant vetoed the 
idea. I told Dave we’d keep our eyes peeled 
in case he’s alive and tried to move.” 

“I’m going after him,” I said. I didn’t 
plan to say it. The words just fell out, like 
spilled popcorn, and I couldn’t put 
them back. 

For a second Daniel looked startled, then 
said sternly, “You listen to me. I can’t risk 
losing you or anybody else. Even if you get 
across, you’ll never make it back. Look at 
this crossfire, man. Look at it!” 

Deaf to logic, I repeated the pronounce¬ 
ment, then, for reasons still unexplained, I 
turned to Renfro, who I didn’t like or trust, 
and said, “You gonna help me?” 

His expression went from mild interest to 
surprise. Then he glared at me, knowing he 
couldn’t refuse. He was on the spot, his 
status as the cool-headed combatant at 
stake. He glanced at Gilmore, who 
shrugged, then grabbed a spare bandoleer 
and rose to his knees. “Well let’s go then,” 
he said irritably. 

“Don’t do this, guys,” Daniel mumbled 
weakly. 

“Shut up, man,” Stallings said. 

We knee-walked around the back of the 
track, then low-crawled to the edge of the 
blacktop. 

“You’re gonna die,” Daniel called 
after us. 

On a silent signal we lurched forward, 
emptying our rifles as we darted across in a 
crouch and dived headlong down the 
opposite slope. Quickly we checked each 
other, then scanned the smoky darkness for 


Petrowski’s carcass. A new flare burst 
overhead, turning the smoke white and the 
ground into a patchwork of pale yellow and 
angled shadows. From a hut only 30 yards 
off arrows of red and green sliced the air in 
a confusion of misdirected stray rounds. 

We sighted him at the same time, 60 feet 
away, and through the undulating light we 
rolled and squiggled and scrambled, inch¬ 
ing desperately along, heads down, until a 
lifetime later he was within our grasp. 

He was alive but unconscious, breathing 
in shallow gasps. He had a small chest 
wound and a fist-sized hole in his upper 
right leg, his shirt and pants drenched with 
blood. There was no weapon in sight. 

“We’ll never get him back,” Renfro 
said, gulping air. 

“We have to, now.” 

He knew it was so, and for a second our 
eyes locked, then we moved swiftly into 
position. I took the top half, gripping him 
under the arms. Renfro cradled his knees. 

We drew deep breaths and, at that 
moment, the God of Timing smiled. 

The lone flare rocking jerkily above 
blinked out and there was a lull in the 
holocaust. In a staggering frenzy we stum¬ 
bled up onto the road. Carl's butt was 
scraping the pavement and halfway across 
I dropped my rifle, a mishap that caused me 
to trip and send the three of us sprawling. A 
weak cry of fear escaped me as new flares 
poofed accusingly, spotlighting us in 
the act. 

Recovering frantically, we moved out in 
a crouch-run, bobbing and weaving 
through irregular tracers. 

We fell again going down the slope; I 
heard Carl groan. The track was now 20 
yards away. 

“Hang on, buddy,” I heard myself say, 
“we’re almost there.” 

Awkwardly, we cuffed his armpits and 
dragged him to safety, positioning him 
behind a low stump to the rear of 1-4. 
Renfro sprinted to the track and returned 
with two towels; one he placed under Carl’s 
head, the other I tied snugly around the 
mushy crater that had been his thigh. 
Gilmore had already called for a dustoff, 
which arrived as we returned to the firing 
line, but immediately backed off. 

“LZ’s too hot,” Daniel advised. “We’ll 
have to wait.” 

I buried my face in the dirt at the hiss of 
another rocket, waited for the explosion, 
then slammed in a new magazine and 
jerked the trigger. The firefight continued. 

Over the next 10 minutes it became 
evident that we were no longer pinned 
down. Our enemy had run low on either 
ammo or spirit, and under diminishing fire 
Stallings and I raced each other to the track. 
John was already aboard, imitating an 
auctioneer in his radio conversation with 
the lieutenant. 

“Company’s on the way,” he bellowed. 
“L-T says to mount up and get our asses 
out of here now. Move!” 

Daniel ducked in the back door as 
Gilmore and Renfro emptied their weapons 


on a backward run. John, poised to jam 
gears, sat coiled like a spring until they 
finally piled in, lugging Carl with them, 
then stomped the accelerator and charged 
the road. 

Pandemonium ruled as the track leapt 
forward. Daniel was squawking into the 
radio while the dustoff, again overhead, 
beat the air like a rug. Stallings was 
halfway to burning up a banrel, and the 
thought of what might happen when we hit 
the asphalt if the VC had backup claymores 
preempted rational thinking. 

Which helps explain why we were on the 
highway before anybody noticed that Carl 
had become a floormat. 

“Hey, get off him,” I hollered. 

The complaint was ignored. 

“GODDAMNIT, GET OFF HIM!” We 
were moving toward 1-3 now and incoming 
was down to a trickle. I was heard, though 
I had to push Daniel, still blasting like a 
madman, to get his boot out of Carl’s face. 

We linked with 3rd Squad, then scooted 
up to where the others waited. Straightaway 
the medevac landed and 1-3’s people began 
loading their wounded. 

John dropped the back ramp and as Carl 
was extracted 1 signaled to Doc that we had 
him and, with the lieutenant alongside, he 
jogged over. 

The lieutenant motioned to Daniel. 
“Order another dustoff,” then to the 
platoon in general: “Everybody but gun¬ 
ners and drivers spread out. Santa-Cruz, 
when the medevac gets here pop yellow 
smoke.” Dave gave a thumbs up and the 
lieutenant turned to John. “How many 
casualties in your squad, Kendall?” 

“None, lieutenant. Except Petrowski 
from 1-3.” 

His brows arched and he said, 
“No shit?” 

“No shit, sir.” 

The platoon fanned out, forming a 
perimeter, but all contact was lost. The 
firefight was over. 

I sat next to the 60 in relieved silence, 
watching fires in the ville gain momentum, 
fatigue now binding my eveiy joint. Flare 
ships had arrived, dropping titanic globes 
of illumination so bright they stole darkness 
even from nooks and crannies. Plumes of 
smoke drifted lazily, filling nostrils with 
the pungency of phosphorous and cordite. 
Flames licked up from thatched roofs, 
blending eerily with the swaying flarelight, 
and from some secret place a cache of 
munitions intermittently cooked off. 

Overhead, new chopper blades slapped 
the air, and as Dave popped smoke the 
second medevac landed under the cover of 
two Cobras. This coincided with the clank 
and rumble of APCs as 3rd platoon and the 
CP roared into our position. 

We watched the gunships re-kill the 
already dead village, then wearily headed 
back to Devin, leaving our reinforcements 
behind to recon the rubble. 

The next morning I asked Dave if he had 
any word on Carl. 

“Report is that he’ll live, but he won’t be 
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back. Took a claymore pellet in the chest 
and collapsed a lung. The leg shot’s bad. 
Lots of damage there. They won’t know if 
he’s keepin’ it till he gets to Japan. The 
others are okay. Minor shrapnel and bum 
wounds. They’ll all be back in a week 
or so.” 

We were sitting on a half-wall of 
sandbags outside Ills bunker. He was more 
relaxed than I would’ve thought, consider¬ 
ing it was the third consecutive firefight in 
which his track had been hit. I made a 
mental note to share guard with him later 
and learn how he had managed, so far, to 
drift through his tour, quietly getting the job 
done, without taking it personally or actu¬ 
ally getting involved. 

“Well at least Carl’s alive,” I said. 

“He was lucky. You guys were lucky 
too. ” 

“What’d the sweep turn up?” 

“Don’t know how many there were,” he 
said. “Maybe a company. Who knows? 
We killed six VC and nine civilians.” 

“Whoa. Wait a minute,” I said. 
“You’re saying we wasted more civilians 
than gooks?” 

“That’s right. Either us or the VC, hard 
to say for sure. And the numbers came 
from Lieutenant Martine, so they’re most 
likely accurate.” 


I pondered this while Dave fired smokes 
for both of us. 

“Maybe you can explain something to 
me, Dave,” I said. “I’m still new, but 
common sense doesn’t take much experi¬ 
ence, and it seems to me that by jumpin’ us, 
they knew what the outcome was likely to 
be. Is that right?” 

“Basically,” he said, puffing thought¬ 
fully. 

“So let’s check the score. In return for 
screwin’ up the health records of six GIs 
and causing minor damage to a couple of 
tracks, they lost 15 of their own and a 
whole village. That about right?” 

Stallings heard this as he shuffled by. 
“Damned straight,” he quipped, grinning. 
“Between us and the Cobras there wasn’t 
enough left for a weenie roast.” He 
continued on, not expecting a reply. Dave 
just smiled and shook his head. 

“You’re right,” Dave said, “but you 
can bet if the press hears about it we’ll look 
like a pack of renegades by the time the 
story reaches The World. It’s all part of the 
dinks’ divide and conquer strategy.” 

He took a draw, wiped his brow. “See, 
they know they can’t beat us militarily, so 
they’ve concentrated on destroying our 
morale by turning our buddies back on the 
block against us. They figured once they 


took away support from home, it’d just be 
a matter of time. He paused. “They’re 
masters of propaganda, and so far they’ve 
done a helluva job suckering the American 
public.” 

“But what can we do about it?” 

“All we can do is try to break their backs 
before the withdrawal’s complete. We 
already know the South can’t take ‘em, so 
the only way to do it is to invade Cambodia 
first, then the North. Thing is, it’ll never 
happen now.” 

I agreed that it wouldn’t. 

“Hell,” he went on, “we had ‘em beat 
two years ago. Tet kicked their ass. They 
were ready to quit. But the commie- 
inspired protestors spooked the government 
out of giving Westy the extra men he 
needed to snuff ‘em for good.” 

He slouched back, flipped the cigarette. 
“We’re being driven out by our own 
people, and when we’re gone the NVA’Il 
be hoisting their flag over South Vietnam in 
short order. Watch and see.” 

Dave was right on target, though he 
would never know it He was killed by an 
RPG while riding point .50 in Cambodia 
six weeks later. 

By then, the Shootout on Highway One 
was just another memory, and the little 
hamlet was rebuilt and thriving.^! 
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#105 July 1986: WEAPONS —Ruger GP-100; 
VIETNAM —POW/MIA cover up; CENTRAL 
AMERICA —SOF training team in El Salvador; 
AFRICA —Commonwealth training team in 
Uganda, PSYOPS —Paper bullets in 
Vietnam. 

#106 August 1986: AFTER ACTION RE¬ 
PORT —American bombers over Libya; CEN¬ 
TRAL AMERICA —Insurgent hardware in El 
Salvador; ELITE UNITS —French Naval com¬ 
mandos; WEAPONS —Combloc Sniper Rifles; 
AWARDS —Britain’s Victory Cross. 

#107 September 1986: WEAPONS —H&Ks 
bolt-action sniper rifles; SOVIET UNION — 
First look at captured Soviet grenade launcher; 
HANDGUNS —Taurus M85 revolver; DO¬ 
MESTIC AFFAIRS —Strike violence in the 
USA; SPECIAL UNITS —UDT teams in 
Korea. 

#108 October 1986: BORDER PATROL 
—Ops on the Tex/Mex border; WEAPONS 
—Kalashnikov side folder; CENTRAL AMER¬ 
ICA —Sandinistas bungle Honduran invasion; 
HISTORY —Saga of General Jack Singlaub; 
SOUTHEAST ASIA —Inside Cambodia. 

#109 November 1986: WEAPONS — 
Caspian Arms .45; VIETNAM —Civilian MIAs 
in Indochina; WEAPONS —Skorpian machine 
pistol; HISTORY —Dezinformatsia, Soviets 
con Allies in the Balkans; MIDDLE EAST 
—SOF on the green line in Beirut; ELITE 
UNITS —Korea’s mountain infantry. 

#110 December 1986: VIETNAM —MIA 
lab scandal uncovered; ELITE UNITS — 
Norway’s cold weather commandos; training 
U.S. Army snipers; WEAPONS —Israeli FALs; 
AFGHANISTAN —Lance Motley’s holy war 
combat tour. 

#111 January 1987: WEAPONS —French 
FA MAS Bullpup; CENTRAL AMERICA — 
Tales of a combat correspondent; PHILIPPINES 
—In the bush with the New People’s Army; 
VIETNAM —Op Apache Snow, the taking of 
Hamburger Hill; AFRICA —South Africa’s 
native trackers. 

#112 February 1987: MARINES —Carlos 
Hathcock, super sniper; AFRICA—Ethiopia’s 
Eritrean rebels; WEAPONS —H&K clones go 
full auto; Hungarian AKM; HISTORY— 
Singlaub with the OSS in the CB1. 

#113 March 1987: COMBAT—On the front 
lines in Mozambique; SOUTH AMERICA — 
Peru’s elusive Shining Path guerrillas; VIET¬ 
NAM —Lam Son 719, ARVN solo op; WEAP¬ 
ONS —Colt’s SMG; Smith & Wesson’s big 
bore .45. 


#114 April 1987: MERC OPS —American 
meres target Ghana; DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 
—Bounty hunting in the USA; AFRICA —Elite 
police unit tracks SWAPO; WEAPONS — 
Galil’s new sniper rifle; ComBloc bayonets; 
Arcane weapons shoot-out. 

#115 May 1987: MERC OPS PART 2 
—American meres set sail for coup in Ghana; 
USA —Modem-day Minutemen battle bureauc¬ 
racy; VIETNAM —Submarine surface ops 
support special units; WEAPONS —Colt Cobra 
.357; Benelli’s Super 90. 

#116 June 1987: MERC OPS PART 3 
—Busted and jail bound in Brazil; SOUTH 
AMERICA —Merc work in Suriname; VIET¬ 
NAM —POW/MIA private citizen rescue at¬ 
tempts; WAR IN THE SHADOWS —Running 
guns to Khadaffi; WEAPONS —Hungarian 
High Power, Fighting with folding knives. 

#117 July 1987: USA —Police battle border 
bandits; ELITE UNITS —Britain’s Ghurkas; 
Royal Marines hit the beach in Norway; COM¬ 
BAT REPORT —Walking through Cambodia’s 
killing ground; WEAPONS —Assault rifle look- 
alikes; Israeli Sirkis 9mm. 

#118 August 1987: COMBAT REPORT 
—Burmese attack Mon army; SOUTH AMER¬ 
ICA —SOF at rebel HQ in Suriname; CEN¬ 
TRAL AMERICA —On patrol with Guatema¬ 
lan army; HISTORY —The making of Amer¬ 
ica’s 10th Mountain Division; WEAPONS — 
Ruger’s P-85. 

#119 September 1987: COMBAT REPORTS 



70 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


—Contra Redeyes down Sandinista chopper; 
SADF Pathfinders shoot it out with SWAPO; 
Brit officer comers Omani rebels in Dhofar; 
WEAPONS —Brits new SA80; SOF T&Es 
Chinese weapons Pt. 1 —Small arms. 

#120 October 1987: COMBAT REPORTS 
—Deep desert raid in Ethiopia; MIDDLE EAST 
—Motley trains Christian commandos in Leba¬ 
non; CENTRAL AMERICA —Guatemalan 
paras; U.S. Army reserve in Honduras; Invading 
Nicaragua; WEAPONS —Reeve’s superknife; 
SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 2 —Heavy 
machine guns. 

#121 November 1987: COMBAT REPORTS 
—Soviets destroy Afghan village; Rhodesia 
Fireforce callout; USA —Drugs, feds and 
‘freelancers 4 in California’s emerald triangle; 
Police battle Indians at Wounded Knee; WEAP¬ 
ONS —Ruger 77/22 with sound suppressor; 
SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 3 — 
Submachine guns. 

#122 December 1987: USA —Ollie North’s 
secret slide show; ELITE UNITS —British SAS; 
Spike team in Laos 1968; SOUTH AMERICA 
—Legionnaires AWOL in Suriname; WEAP¬ 
ONS —Colt .45; Chinese knife pistol; Mossberg 
M500 shotgun; .38 Specials. 

#123 January 1988: USA —Spetsnaz invade 
America; U.S. Army’s 9th Infantry Division; 
VIETNAM —America’s missed opportunity to 
invade the north; BURMA —Open season on 
Duck Mountain; SOF correspondent jailed; 
AFRICA —SOF rescues missionaries from 
Mozambique; WEAPONS —SOF T&Es Chi¬ 
nese weapons Pt. 4 —Tank killers. 

#124 February 1988: AFRICA —Eritrea’s 
fatal females; ELITE UNITS —U.S. Navy 
SEALs in Libya; VIETNAM —Spike team shot 
out of Laos; SPAIN —“Foreign” legion for 
nationals only; WEAPONS —Sandinista foot- 
poppers; Army’s M9 bayonet; SOF T&Es 
Chinese weapons Pt. 5 —General purpose MGs. 

#125 March 1988: CAMBODIA —Walking 
through two ambushes; Living off the jungle; 
SRI LANKA —Indian troops fail to keep the 
peace; VIETNAM —NVA meets American 
secret weapon; Little Larry Dring the great 
scrounger; WEAPONS —SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 6 —type 63 rifle and new grenade 
launcher. 

#126 April 1988: AFGHANISTAN —U.S. 
media spreads disinformation; Four battles that 
turned the tide; Endgame: Soviets and muj 
jockey for position; ARABIA —Royal Marine 
leads Omanis through ambush alley; VIETNAM 
—Two-tour vet flies his last mission over North 
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Vietnam; WEAPONS —SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 7 —Pistols. 

#127 May 1988: COMBAT REPORTS — 
Siege in Angola; On patrol in Philippines; Night 
battle in Afghanistan; DRUG WAR —Soviets 
import drugs to western Europe; Bekaa Valley 
drugs fuel endless conflict; USA —Bragg’s 
Scout Recon and Surveillance Course. VIET¬ 
NAM —Spectre gunships over Laos. 

#128 June 1988: COMBAT REPORTS — 
Direct Hit on Afghan militia fort; Cleaning up 
Philippines murder city; American adviser with 
Salvadoran paras during strike on Guazapa; 
VIETNAM —la Drang aerial ambush; WEAP¬ 
ONS —Most often used handguns; .45 vs 9mm; 
Last chapter in SOF’s look at Chinese weapons, 
Pt. 8 —hand grenades. 

#129 July 1988: COMBAT REPORTS — 
SOF editor chases terrs in Angola; Afghans fire 
up fort at Shah Kabul; ELITE UNITS —Sri 
Lanka’s Special Force; Philippine Scout Rangers 
in training; VIETNAM —Deadly day for Aus- 
sies; WEAPONS —Remington M24 sniper 
weapon system. 

#130 August 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: 
SOF staffer spends five months inside Nicara¬ 
gua; DEA, U.S. Army and Bolivian Leopards 
on drug raid; ADVENTURE —Hunting for 
Japanese war booty in Philippines; WEAPONS 
—Glock’s compact 17. 

#131 September 1988: AFGHANISTAN — 
SOF team in-country to witness Soviet with¬ 
drawal; FALKLANDS —Charting the invasion 
beaches; POWS —Japanese holdouts on Guam 
after WW II; WEAPONS —South Africa’s 
SS-77 GPMG; S. Africa’s R4 rifle. 

#132 October 1988: AFGHANISTAN — 
SOF team joins muj in attack; DRUG WAR —A 
look at U.S. Customs Air Branch flying aces; 
ELITE UNITS —Marine’s 3rd Force Recon; 
SRI LANKA —In the field with insurgent 
Tigers of Eelam; WEAPONS —Complete guide 
to AK imports. 

#133 November 1988: GRENADA —Part 
one of the real story behind the invasion; 
CENTRAL AMERICA —Winning hearts and 
Mayans in Guatemala; AFGHANISTAN — 
With muj convoy in bandit country; WEAPONS 
—Remington’s Model 870. 

#134 December 1988: GRENADA —Part 
two, the 82nd Airborne’s role in securing the 
island; MIDDLE EAST —Israeli commandos 
kill Abu Jihad; Next target —Abu Nidal, called 
the most dangerous man in the world. AFRICA 
—20th century’s most successful mere, the 


Robert Denard story; WEAPONS —Knives for 
combat; wound ballistics. 

#135 January 1989: SPETSNAZ —SOF 
hunts Soviet elite in Alaska; HISTORY —U.S. 
plans to strike Japan before Pearl Harbor, 
GRENADA —Marines role in Op Urgent Fury; 
ELITE UNITS —SOF with Salvador’s ATLAT- 
CATL; Irish Rangers; Jerusalem’s sappers; 
WEAPONS —Wound ballistics part two. 

#136 February 1989: MERCS —The Barry 
Sadler story; Merc bar in Guatemala City; 
AFRICA —SOF in Chad; HISTORY —Brits 
face Afghan death march; PHILIPPINES — 
Government victory on Panay; WEAPONS 
—Guns of Ovamboland; Ruger mine thirty; 
Swedish Ks. 

#137 March 1989: AFGHANISTAN —SOF 
debriefs four Afghan helicopter pilots; SOUTH 
AMERICA —SOF staffer wounded during 
Peruvian live fire; WEAPONS —Taurus .357 
Magnums; Today’s surface-to-Air missiles keep 
aircraft at bay; U.S. Army sniper rifle specs 
ill-conceived. 

#138 April 1989: MIDDLE EAST —Golani 
Brigade’s battle at Beaufort Castle; Beirut’s 
forever war, DRUG WAR —SOF in Peru’s 
cocaine valley; AFGHANISTAN —Muj fight¬ 
ing to win the peace; WEAPONS —10mm 
handguns; Demented inventions; UZI caliber 
conversions. 

#139 May 1989: AFGHANISTAN —SOF 
correspondent inside Kabul; Interview with 
Abdul Haq, commander poised to take the city; 
VIETNAM —Downed American flyer in Hanoi 
prison camp; POW/MIA video “We Can Keep 
You Forever” review; WEAPONS —M60 
quick fixes. 

#140 June 1989: DRUG WAR —Crack in 
America and L.A. gang warfare; AFGHANI¬ 
STAN —Muj defend Safed Koh mountain 
passes; MILAN beginning to appear in Afghani¬ 
stan; AFRICA —Mike Hoare’s Congo Mercs’ 
Masterpiece; WEAPONS —Applegate-Fair- 
baim classic smatchet; H&K’s P7K3 pistol. 

#141 July 1989: SOUTHEAST ASIA — 
Escape and Evasion in Cambodia; ELITE 
UNITS —Colombia’s Lanceros; STATESIDE 
—Crack and drug gangs invade the heartland; 
AFGHANISTAN —Congressmen Wilson gets 
muj Stinger missiles; WEAPONS —New De¬ 
tonics compact .45; Facts on gun ownership. 

#142 August 1989: ELITE UNITS —U.S. 
Marine snipers in Beirut; Oman’s Cobra com¬ 
mandos; AFGHANISTAN —Muj attack Jalala¬ 
bad; AFRICA —Angola’s ambush alley; VIET¬ 
NAM —Cav scouts prowl for POWs; WEAP¬ 



ONS—S. Africa’s 155mm artillery. 

#143 September 1989: VIETNAM TODAY 
—Ho Chi Minh City’s ARVN vets; AFRICA 
—Combat tour to central Angola; Insiders 
account of Rhodesian Fire Force’s air compo¬ 
nent; ELITE UNITS —SAS ops in Northern 
Ireland; MERC WORK —CTU rescues Ameri¬ 
can held overseas; WEAPONS —H-S Preci¬ 
sion’s take-down sniper system. 

#144 October 1989: MIDDLE EAST — 
Delta/SEAL hostage rescue plan betrayed; AF¬ 
GHANISTAN —SOF correspondent treks to 
Panjshir Valley, interview commander Mas- 
soud; SOUTHEAST ASIA —American aids 
rescue after Cambodian massacre; WEAPONS 
—U.S. Army’s next combat rifle; U.S.-made 
Hind helicopter clones. 

#145 November 1989: ELITE UNITS — 
What it takes to wear the green beret; British 
commando gunners; SWA/Namibia’s Koevoet 
counterinsurgency police; AFRICA —SOF staf¬ 
fer again rescues westerners from Mozambique; 
WEAPONS —Soviet LAW, RPG-22; North 
American Arms’ pint-sized .22; Finally a knife 
designed for U.S. airborne. 

#146 December 1989: VIETNAM — 
MACV/SOG spike team fights for its life; NVA 
general’s pistol causes controversy; AFGHANI¬ 
STAN —Muj fight each other before uniting 
against Reds; MIDDLE EAST —Lt. Col. Oliver 
North’s fight against terrorism; CENTRAL 
AMERICA —El Salvador’s dying insurgency; 
WEAPONS —Casull’s .454 cannon. 
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NOVA 

Electronic Restraints 



50,000 VOLTS OF POWER! Defend yourself 
against any attacker by instantly "scrambling" the 
nervous system causing immediate, but 
temporary paralysis! A light touch to the body will 
drop an attacker to the ground a helpless "blob" 
of jello. Effective even through many layers of 
clothing, a Nova is not lethal in any way and 
completely safe to the user. Nova restraints are 
the best self-defense devices money can buy. 
These are the "stun" guns that others try to copy 
but can never succeed. Why accept cheap 
imported substitutes that may or may not work. 
Only Novas are guaranteed for 2 years and only 
Novas are in use by over 600 law enforcement 
agencies around the world. Two models 
available: The original XR5000 which includes a 
NiCad battery and charger or the new Spirit which 
includes a long-life lithium battery with sufficient 
power for 300 takedowns. 

NV1.Nova XR5000 Kit.$89.95 

NV2.Nova Spirit.$137.95 


CAP-STUN 
Spray Weapon 



Cap-Stun is the instantly effective non-lethal 
weapon using oleoresin capsicum derived from 
hot peppers as its active agent. Designed to 
replace chemical Mace and all other tear gas 
aerosofs. Propellent blend and valve design 
provide the proper spray pattern so effectively to 
safely subdue a/I attacks. Cap-Stun has been 
proven superior to Mace, CN and CS tear gas in 
that it WILL control a drunk, psychotic, dogs as 
well as drug abusers. Cap-Stun acts as an 
inflammatory agent rather than an irritant like the 
tear gasses. Mucous membrane areas will inflame 
instantly to prevent all but life support breathing 
as well as dilating the eyes so the attacker is 
physically blinded temporarily. Cap-Stun is 
completely safe to use with no harmful 
aftereffects. Each Cap-Stun comes complete 
with a leather holster 

LP1.3/4 02 Cap-Stun.$15.95 

LP2.2 oz Cap-Stun.$22.95 


V CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800- 

527-4434 


TELEPHONE 
Recording Device 



All of your telephone conversations can be 
automatically recorded on your tape recorder. 
Connecting this device will automatically turn your 
recorder on when the phone re-reeiver is lifted off 
the hook, record both sides of the conversation 
with crystal clarity and then turn the recorder off 
and await the next phone usage, it will also record 
the tones or pulses of the outgoing calls, enab¬ 
ling you to determine the dialed numbers if 
necessary. Completely silent functioning with no 
clicks heard on the line. 

TT5.Phone Recorder.$39.95 


SUPER 

STUN-BATON 



This baton has an awesome 90,000 
volts of stopping power. It will 
intimidate most attackers without 
contact. "Hot" down the shaft as 
well as the contact probes. A full 18 
inches of stun power. This one is 
serious! 

OM-3... Super Baton. .$119.95 


WIRETAP 

DETECTOR 



Keep your telephone conversations private I Fan¬ 
tastic double-check tap detector is easy to install. 
Alerts you of bugging device or if an extension is 
picked up. No other phone detector comparable 
in price with features ours offers! Comes com¬ 
plete with modular jack and instructions. 

ST1....Tap Detector.$79.95 


BIG CATALOG - $1.00 CATALOG FREE WITH ORDER 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! Dealer Inquiries Invited: 


CHARGE CARD ORDERS: Visa- 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-527-4434 


MasterCard - Am Express 
• in Arizona 1-602-371-1023 


MAIL IN ORDERS: Send check, money order or charge card information to: 

GUARDIAN SECURITY PRODUCTS DEPT. SF-7 
8350 North 7th Street • PHOENIX, Arizona 85020 


AFGHAN EXECUTION 

Continued from page 39 

mangle of Hezb-Jamiat inter-party rivalry. 

In my last interview with Massoud in 
November 1989, before returning to Paki¬ 
stan in a race to cross the mountain passes 
before being cut off by the winter snows, he 
expressed his confidence that the defeat of 
Hezb by Jamiat at Ishkamish would see the 
end of armed conflict between the two 
parties in the north of Afghanistan. 

“I think this is the last battle between 
Hezb and Jamiat,” Massoud said. “In 
terms of military action against the Shura-i- 
Nazar Hezb has understood that it can¬ 
not win.” 

Massoud further claimed that even the 
Peshawar office of Hezb-i-Islami — which 
Massoud believes ordered both the Sayed 
Jamal massacre and the Ishkamish attack 
— has softened its stance against Jamiat 
and favors negotiation over confrontation. 

Even allowing for a Hezb-Jamiat rap¬ 
prochement Massoud still faces a critical 
test in the field against Najibullah’s forces. 
Here there is a problem — a shortage of 
arms and ammunition. 

“This year we have received not a single 
bullet,” claimed Massoud, alleging that he 
is being deliberately strangled of military 
aid from Pakistan. 

To compensate, Massoud has bought 
munitions on the black market in Pakistan, 
but here too the specter of Hezb interfer¬ 
ence has waved its brutal fist. The mid- 
November 1989 explosions which de¬ 
stroyed the Jamiat arms depot in Garam 
Chesma on the Afghan-Paidstan border 
have been acknowledged as sabotage by the 
investigating team of Pakistani experts; 
Hezb is one of several groups suspected of 
being responsible. 

Afghan Interim Government President 
Sibghatullah Mujaddidi recently 
downplayed inter-party clashes claiming 
they did not affect the jihad. 

On the contrary, in light of the departure 
of the Soviets, these festering rivalries 
bring into question the very validity of the 
jihad, which by definition calls for self- 
sacrifice. 

The challenge to the mujahideen is 
whether they are mature enough to abandon 
their centuries-old traditions of tribal ven¬ 
dettas and parochial squabbles in order to 
pursue a higher, common goal. Six million 
Afghan refugees are waiting — still — to 
see if they are equal to the task.^f 


I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 16 

long length of det cord away from it, 
and camped out for the night in the 
jungle. His instructions were to wait 
for a shot at 0800, pause a heartbeat, 
and detonate the target. He was 
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THE TOP SUBMACHINE GUN IN FIRE 
POWER — NEW l&C SUBMACHINE GUN 
COMES IN THREE DIFFERENT MODELS 



9mm ParabeNum. Rate of Fire=1800. Weight without 
mag.=6lbs. Wfeight loaded = 8fos. 72rds. Length Stock 
Fokted=19in. Length Stock Extended=29in. 


The new submachine gun, with dual barrels over and under, 
is designed for special combat operations in military and law 
enforcement agencies. The ink^je construction utilizes two 
barrels fed by hw separate magazines; one which is located 
in a pistol grip, and the other in a forward grip, spaced from 
each other to give the gun better balance and control. Firing is 
from the dosed boft function. The weapon has a selector for 
safety, semi-auto or full-auto which is locked on the front of the 
trigger. Another uniqueness of this gun from other in its dass 
is the top barrel is longer and suitable for long range shooting, 
under barrel is short and better for shorter ranges. Both 
barrels work in a timing sequence on full- or semi-airtomatk:. 
This gun will have an important rote in the future because ft 
has more advantages than a regular gun and greater 
efficiency to fire power. Wth this gun you will never miss the 
fire. The gun has a selector for one- or double-barrel action. A 
great innovation to this gun is the special sights which allow for 
more visfcifity and lock on the target. The fottng stock comes 
straight over the barrels and helps with the weight compensa¬ 
tor for doubte-barreted guns. 



The high tech l&C submachine gun wee Invented by Ion 
Mtnana m uwvmoo unto* incermoa ponies snouta 
contact l&C Tool &Dte Co. 5416 Detroit Awl, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44102 or call or FAX at 216-631-3572. 


GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 

3 MAN $50 

4 MAN $65 

Call Free for the next 30 days 
As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. 
will send any of the above size boats to anyone 
who reads and responds to this test before the 
next 30 days. Each Boat is constructed of tough 
high density fabric (resistant to abrasions, sun¬ 
light, salt & oil), electronically welded embossed 
seams, nylon safety line grommeted all around, 
heavy duty oar locks, equipped with attachments 
for a motor mount to handle up to a 2 V 2 h.p. mo¬ 
tor, 3 separate air chambers for extra safety (4 
air chambers in 4-man), self-locking safely 
valves, bow lifting & towing handle are recom¬ 
mended for marine, ocean and fresh water recre¬ 
ation, camping, fishing or a family fun boat. Each 
boat will be accompanied with a LIFETIME 
guarantee that it must perform 100% or it will be 
replaced free. Add $7 handling & crating for each 
boat requested. Dunlap Boat Mfg. pays all ship¬ 
ping. If your order is received within the next ten 
days you will receive FREE a combined 
hand/foot inflator/deflator bellows style pump for 
each boat requested. Should you wish to return 
your boat you may do so for a refund. Any letter 
postmarked after 30 days will be returned. LIMIT 
three (3) boats per address, no exceptions. Send 
appropriate sum together with your name and ad¬ 
dress to: Boat Dept. #937, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 
2915 D Kerner Blvd., San Rafael, CA 94901. Or 
for fastest service from any part of the country 
call 1-800-637-3823 for Boat Dept. #937 (Calif, 
residents call collect 415-456-6185) before mid¬ 
night seven days a week. Have credit card ready. 


awake, thankfully, and he performed 
flawlessly. 

The tree stood still a split-second as 
its base blasted into black splinters and 
carbon, then it rose briefly like some 
organic ICBM gone haywire, leaned 
top-heavy and crashed flat into the 
underbrush. “Hey, nice shot, Lynch. 
We missed her by 10 feet" Red legs 
know if you watch a round closely you 
can see where it lands. We had 
followed the light-green blur fly to¬ 
ward — and past — the target. 

None of the grunts had noticed 
anything awry. That was outside of 
their area of expertise. All they saw 
was the tree hitting the ground as if 
God himself had hammered it. 

The victim, suitably awe-stricken, 
paid up. The beer came in on the next 
resupply bird. Mission accomplished: 
victim suitably chastised, battery repu¬ 
tation upheld and bolstered, and no¬ 
body died on our side. 

"Ill drink to that!" said our BC. So 
we did. ^ 


CAMBODIA 

Continued from page 61 

breeze. Occasionally there was a nervous 
laugh from one of the men seated out of 
sight in the tall grass. While we rested the 
sky changed into a blood red sunset. 

With the light now fading fast the 
officers’ “O Group” broke up, each 
moving off toward his party of men. Like 
a phantom army the guerrillas now rose up 
from the grass, re-formed ranks, and set 
off toward the dark shadows of a distant 
tree line. The column soon split into 
several fragments and each headed off on 
its own bearing. 

Now darkness rushed up on us, 
obliterating everything. Before the moon 
rose we had to stumble along feeling our 
way, ever nervous of losing sight of the 
man in front who was no more than a faint 
form, slightly darker than the rest of the 
black night. One second he was there, then 
he wasn’t and I’d pick up my pace, afraid 
of never finding him or anyone else again, 
only to slam, hard, into his backpack, 
evoking a muttered curse from the now 
solid shadow. 

Logs, branches and vines seemed deter¬ 
mined to snare my feet. Holes and hollows 
in the ground, which don’t seem to exist in 
daylight, now cropped up at every other 
step. Fears of twisting an ankle, or 
breaking a leg, filled my mind as I 
stumbled along, trying to keep pace with 
the ever-elusive phantom in front. 

Another halt was called. The group I 
was attached to numbered about 30 men 
and consisted of Col. Bounchay and the 
rest of Tactical HQ, along with the 81mm 
mortar team. While most of us slumped to 
the ground to rest one man climbed a tree 
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ITEM NO. 


SIZE 


PRICE 


SUBTOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Salas Tax (Colo. Residents) 

TOTAL 

T-Shirt sizes S, M, L, XL. $1.00 extra for XXL 
Add $3.00 for first item ordered plus $1.00 per 
each additional item for poslage and handling. 
Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. 


#1007 S.E. Asia. 
Eyecatcher. $9.95 


#1006 Marines. Ft/bk 
logo, gold. $9.95 


#1005 SF Skull logo 
on back. $9.95 


Say what you mean! 

Wear an SOF Exchange T-shirt. 
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#1021 Delta Force. Great 
back logo, blue. $10.95 


Back of T-Shirt 
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SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 DEPT. 7-90 

Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free for Mastercard or VISA 
orders: 1-800-323-1776 .Operator 
131. For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750. 
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#1028 MAC SOG. 

Skull logo on back. $10.95 


#1009 SOF/HK. 

Tasteful small logo. $9.95 


#1003 World Tour. 
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to erect a radio aerial. After much cracking 
of branches, and several near falls, he 
secured it safely to the top. Radio contact 
with other units was established for a 
situation report. All seemed to be going 
well as the different groups closed with the 
target. 

With more branch-cracking the agile 
soldier clambered back to earth from his 
tree top perch with the radio antenna. This 
was soon stowed away and again we moved 
off into the night. 

Not much later we emerged onto a 
narrow cart track and followed it, careful to 
avoid the deep ruts that ran along it. The 
track was lined by trees that blocked even 
the pale starlight. By now each man hung 
onto the webbing of the man in front, 
literally the blind leading the blind. When 
the track took a sharp turn to the right we 
ploughed straight on and emerged into a 
wide clearing of more tall grass. Cautiously 
we edged our way along by the trees that 
lined the clearing. 

Reaching a particularly thick clump of 
trees yet another halt was called. This time 
it was to be our position for the night. After 
the attack began we were to edge forward 
another 500 meters, where the second wave 
was meant to be. When the second wave 
advanced I was to go forward with them 
and join those in the front line. My escort 
indicated a bush at the base of a tree and 
said I could rest next to it. As I stepped 
forward he held me back as two others 
began to thrash at the bushes with sticks. 
This lasted a few seconds, after which I 
settled down comfortably next to my 
backpack and asked my interpreter what the 
stick thrashing was about. I could just make 
out a flash of white teeth as he broke into a 
wide grin and said, “snakes!” With this 
thought to keep me company I laid on the 
ground prepared for a sleepless night. 

Unexpectedly I dozed off, but woke with 
a start later to find the dark clearing now 
bathed in blue moonlight. Close by stood 
several guerrillas, holding a whispered 
conversation. Bleary eyed, and stiff from 
the cold of the night, I checked the time. It 
was 0450, 10 minutes before H hour. The 
radio antenna had been attached to the top 
of another tree top. There was an air of 
excited expectation as H hour approached. 

It was 0500 hours and there was total 
silence all about. Where was the expected 
attack? Surprise at the non-start of the 
assault soon gave way to concern as the 
minutes continued to tick past. By 0510 
Col. Bounchay had established radio con¬ 
tact with at least one assault group. He was 
softly, but sternly, urging them to begin the 
attack as dawn was already creeping into 
the eastern horizon. 

At 0520 the peace was shattered by the 
roar of exploding RPG rockets, which 
echoed like distant thunder. This sounded 
too far off to be the attack on Kouk Mon, 
unless we had strayed far from our intended 
line of advance in the night. 

Colonel Bounchay was asking for con¬ 
tact reports and received in exchange 


nothing but radio static. The moonlight was 
being relentlessly eroded as dawn crept into 
the eastern sky. The shadows grew paler. 
Still no sign of the attack on Kouk Mon 
being initiated. 

By 0530 Col. Bounchay was very con¬ 
cerned about the delay and decided the 
attack must begin immediately, despite the 
fact that at least one assault group was still 
not in position. He issued frantic orders, 
“Attack, Attack, Attack!” Seconds later 
another great roar of RPG rockets, much 
closer, drowned out the sounds of battle 
from the other assaults against more distant 
targets. This time we could clearly hear the 
gritty chatter of small-arms fire. But there 
were also barking bursts from 12.7mm 
heavy machine guns, a weapon not pos¬ 
sessed by the assault group. The PRK 
opposition was responding much faster 
than anticipated. 

We peered anxiously toward the next 
tree line, the direction in which the battle 
was raging. The 81mm mortar team pre¬ 
pared to advance to a pre-arranged point, 
where their supply of bombs had been 
deposited. Colonel Bounchay’s radio 
crackled with desperate radio messages 
between forward field commanders as he 
constantly asked for battle reports. These 
came back over the radio net, screamed 
above the sounds of forward battle. 

We then heard, quite distinctly, the 
throbbing of tank engines. The original 
battle plan called for these to have been 
targeted and destroyed before the main 
assault. Something seemed to have gone 
wrong. Mortar bombs began to explode in 
the trees a few hundred yards from Tactical 
HQ. These were not, yet, life-threatening 
to us but they were falling in the ground we 
would have to advance across. 

Reports from the front had now become 
confused. There were casualties from 
mines... One assault group was inside the 
perimeter... The enemy had rallied and 
launched a counter-strike... One tank had 
been hit... Both tanks were mobile and 
outside the perimeter with infantry sup¬ 
port... The assault was a success... The 
advance was held up. It was hard to 
assemble a clear picture. 

Each commander fed back battle reports 
according to what he could see. The Duke 
of Wellington once said that “The history 
of a battle is not unlike the history of a ball. 
Some individuals may recollect all the little 
events of which the great result is the battle 
won or lost; but no individual can recollect 
the order in which, or the exact moment at 
which, they occurred, which makes all the 
difference as to their value of importance.” 
It is a sentiment with which I can fully 
sympathize. During this attack there were a 
wealth of contradictory reports, each sub¬ 
ject to the individual’s viewpoint. But it did 
seem certain that all was not going accord¬ 
ing to plan. 

The report of enemy troops outside the 
perimeter supported by tanks was alarming. 
We could certainly hear the tanks maneu¬ 
vering about, which seemed to discredit 
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NEDERLANDERS 
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on all Fronts" 

This is a reproduction of a hard to Qnd 
German WWII propaganda Print. B&W, 
21"x26" 

Order No. P-72---$8.95 


the INTIMWATOR ENERGY FIELD 


STUNS 

AND 

IMMOBILIZES 


VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UP TO 20' ON MOST ATTACKERS. JACK FOR RECHARGING, SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS , dept, sof 

BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 



other reports that they had been hit. The 
81mm mortar team was stopped from 
advancing to their pre-designated base plate 
position until verification of the status of 
the tanks could be ascertained. At the time 
it proved impossible to do this. Their 
movement was spotted in the tree line. A 
security group immediately rushed out to 
lay an extended defensive perimeter. I 
moved forward to witness and photograph 
the expected clash. 

The security group fanned out and 
moved forward to a line of tree stumps and 
shrubbery to establish a defense line. To do 
so meant wading through knee-deep water 
with soft mud underfoot, making it heavy 
going. As I hurried up from behind, those 
in front closed up and waved in a lone 
figure emerging from the tree line. He 
turned out to be a wounded guerrilla 
making his way back from the front lines, 
having been shot in the arm. As the 
wounded man walked toward us, clutching 
his injured arm where a dark stain of blood 
soaked through his sleeve, he had the 
slightly blank, pale and bloodless, expres¬ 
sion of shock on his face. 

Members of the security cordon reached 
him and escorted him back toward Tactical 
HQ. They led him gently, almost tenderly, 
each expressing concerned advice and 
clearing the way. No one spoke directly to 
the wounded man, whose large eyes gazed 
at the men helping him. 

I, armed with cameras, approached from 
a flank. The wounded man was led past as 
I filmed. He cast an unseeing glance in my 
direction as I kept him in the viewfinder. 
Looking through the electronic eye of the 
video camera I was aware of a feeling of 
detachment as I filmed, and then a feeling 
of shame. Why this was so is hard to say. I 
think it was because this man had just 
returned from the sharp end of battle and, 
not having been there with him, there was a 
hesitation in my filming, a questioning of 
whether I had the right to film him now. I 
had requested permission to be with the 
lead elements of the assault and this had 
been denied. Nonetheless, in the same way 
as a survivor carries a feeling of guilt for 
having survived, I also felt guilt for not 
having been there. 

As the wounded man and his escort 
walked past I filmed for a few seconds 
more to get the reverse shot. These few 
seconds effectively placed me in the rear. A 
few more seconds elapsed as I stowed 
equipment. As I moved off to catch up I 
cursed the water and mud for being such 
hard going. 

Like a grenade exploding, there was a 
sudden, loud, report as a geyser of dark, 
muddy water and clods of mud arched up 
only 15 yards off to the right. I flinched 
away from the blast and instinctively tried, 
crouched very low, to run, expecting a 
fusillade of small-arms fire to erupt from 
the nearby tree line. Everyone else also 
anticipated a deadly hail of small-arms fire 
and desperately tried to run through the 
stinking muddy ooze and water of the 
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NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised In this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A All of the following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZI and Gain 

3. Beretla AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETME C3 

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique NaBonale FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC 

8. FAMAS MAS223 

a Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 

13. SpringfeW Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. Valmei M62, M71S and M7B 

17. Armalrte AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bust mas ter Assault Rifle (armgun) 

19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandalt THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Weaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the following pistols: 

1. UZ! 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP^t5 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calico M-900 

C. Ail of the following shotguns: 

1. Franehi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD street Sweeper 

3. Encom CM-55 
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overgrown paddy. 

The only cover at hand was a low paddy 
dike, a few yards away, which felt, 
exposed as I was, like a mile. Charged with 
adrenaline we floundered toward it. In the 
few seconds of heart-tearing effort it took to 
reach the paddy dike no small-arms fire 
broke out. Everyone began to slow down as 
it became apparent we were not, after all, 
under direct infantry attack. 

Then what was the explosion? It wasn’t 
an incoming RPG rocket or a mortar bomb. 
That left only one alternative — a mine. 
Anxious looks were exchanged along with 
a quick head count. Bunsoka, one of the 
security section, was missing. The realiza¬ 
tion that he must have stepped on a mine 
sank home. 

Bunsoka had been following behind me 
as I waded forward to photograph the 
wounded soldier being brought in. He’d 
been closing up on me as I’d adjusted my 
cameras. A chill ran up my spine as I 
realized he had been following in my 
footsteps. 

Noumail, who also belonged to the 
security section, bravely ran toward the 
blast, risking setting off another mine, 
looking for a way that others had already 
used through the tall grass. More men 
closed in from the other side, again trying 
to follow tracks. They converged by a 
clump of bushes and bent over something. 
Someone stood up with two Ml6s. Then 
two men stood up from a crouch with a 
third man, Bunsoka, between them. They 
lifted him up by forming a cradle with their 
interlocked arms on which Bunsoka sat, 
semi-conscious, his arms draped around the 
necks of the men carrying him. His head 
drooped. 

As they came closer I could see that 
Bunsoka’s eyes were also glazed and 
unfocused. One foot was shoeless, the sock 
hung in limp tatters, stained dark with 
blood. 

Bunsoka was carried back to Tactical 
HQ where a paramedic began to apply first 
aid. Morphine was injected. Then antisep¬ 
tic was applied to various wounds. The 
paramedic only had small field dressings 
with which to bind up the worst of the 
wounds. They were hardly sufficient to 
stem the blood loss. There were also 
innumerable lacerations and puncture 
wounds up both legs, arms and chest that 
had to be cleaned and checked. 

Fifteen minutes later Bunsoka was 
swathed in bandages and placed into a 
hammock, slung under a long pole, which 
two men could shoulder between them. 
They then set off at a quick walking pace, 
heading back to the rear echelon field 
hospital. 

Meanwhile Col. Bounchay was having 
to accept that this attack had turned sour 
and had to be terminated. Due to the 
contradictory reports about enemy forces 
being active outside their defensive perime¬ 
ter the 81mm mortar team could not 
advance to its pre-designated base plate. As 
they were now separated from their 
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dumped cache of bombs the mortar re¬ 
mained mute, its crew despondent, unable 
to offer covering fire as the order to retire 
was finally given at 0900. 

Surprisingly, no artillery support from 
the PRK artillery fire base at Samrong had 
been given to the PRK defenders of Kouk 
Mon. This was much appreciated by the 
guerrillas as they began their withdrawal 
from contact. 

As they pulled back they linked up with 
other groups, some encumbered with more 
wounded slung in hammocks or walking 
slowly with bloodied bandages. Behind 
them desultory mortar fire from the PRK 
defenders of Kouk Mon continued to 
detonate in the trees. 

After the long approach march the night 
before, the shortage of sleep and the tension 
of the action, we now walked with slow, 
leaden steps. At this point no one knew how 
many casualties there had been. Only a few 
of the attacking force had been committed 
before contact was disengaged, but the 
potential for heavy casualties among those 
assigned to the assault weighed heavily on 
everyone’s mind. 

It took us several hours to retrace our 
steps to the start line. Here, the field 
hospital I had seen being prepared was busy 
with wounded. Each casualty was quickly 
and efficiently treated, then dispatched 
back to Thailand for further attention. 

When I arrived, Bunsoka was laid out, 
anesthetized, on the operating table while 
the paramedics cleaned his multiple 
wounds. The ground was littered with 
blood-soaked swabs and bandages as they 
worked with speedy, near silent, profes¬ 
sionalism. A hole had been blown right 
through his right foot and many bones 
broken. With careful attention they were 
optimistic that it could be saved. The 
surgical team was capable of performing an 
amputation if called for, but were deter¬ 
mined to save that as a last resort. As I 
watched they were concentrating on stem¬ 
ming blood loss, cleansing the wounds and 
sending him back to Thailand for the 
complex operation needed if the foot was to 
be saved. 

Apparently, he had stepped on a small 
M14 anti-personnel mine but had been 
partially cushioned from the blast by the 
soft mud and calf-deep water. 

Another casualty, whose back had been 
splayed open by a passing 12.7 HMG round 
from one of the T-54 tanks, lay on a 
tarpaulin close by. He had been pinned 
down under direct fire when hit. The 
groove across his back had cut deep, 
leaving a yawing open wound several 
inches wide. Under the effect of local 
anesthetic he lay conscious and seemingly 
nonplused, as another paramedic roughly 
swabbed the wound with wads of antisep¬ 
tic-soaked bandages. After this the para¬ 
medic began to stitch his back together with 
what looked like sail-maker sized stitches. 

There were other field hospitals and the 
wounded were distributed among them to 
ensure that none were overloaded with 


casualties. The guerrillas had suffered three 
killed, including one officer, and 15 
wounded, the greatest cause of casualties 
being mines. 

The base camp was fairly quiet that 
afternoon as the weary troopers slept off the 
fatigue of the night march, which for many 
of the units, had been longer and more 
grueling than that undertaken by the group 
I had been with. A few sat silently around 
fires cooking meals. Shafts of sunlight 
filtered gently through the fog of blue 
wood-smoke trapped beneath the tall 
bamboo. 

Hammocks, which had been slung be¬ 
tween every available tree, sagged in the 
middle with the dead weight of sleeping 
men. A radio somewhere relayed songs in 
Cambodian from Radio Free Khmer (A 
U.S.-funded Cambodian language station) 
or Voice of America. A group of officers 
sat around another radio sending and 
receiving reports. 

I sat in my hammock, catching up on 
notes, scribbling down impressions of the 
events leading to the attack. At this stage 
there was still insufficient information 
available to establish exactly what had 
happened. I stretched out and gave way to 
the urge to sleep. 

A few hours later after a debrief from 
Col. Bounchay, and from talking to some 
of the men, I managed to build up a picture 
of what had happened (see box). 

The next day I left Col. Bounchay ? s 
guerrilla base behind me, setting off with 
my escort to see more of the area the NCR 
calls the “Liberated Zone.” This lies in 
Cambodia’s northwest comer, where it 
backs onto Thailand. It is some 40 miles 
long and over 20 miles wide. While the 
NCR penetrated far deeper into Cambodia 
the “Liberated Zone” is the only area held 
by them that is completely free of PRK 
forces. It affords a secure foothold in which 
to consolidate gains and prepare future 
offensives. 

The way south followed Route 69. Once 
a proper hard-surfaced road, after 20 years 
of war, this is now no more that a dirt track 
in very poor repair. Colonel Hung Yuth (in 
command of my escort) described it as 
“communism’s gift to Cambodia.” 

On past trips to Cambodia Route 69 had 
been a dangerous barrier to cross. Vietnam¬ 
ese patrols were prone to lay ambushes in 
its vicinity. Crossing it was achieved only 
after careful reconnaissance, and even then 
it was always crossed at a run with a quart 
of adrenaline pumping through your veins. 
Now we ambled along the road itself with 
hardly a care in the world. A bullock cart 
was even hired from a village to carry the 
men’s backpacks. They had been battling 
for a decade for the simple freedom of 
walking along the dusty road. As can be 
imagined, morale was extremely high. 

The first stop was at Bantay Chamar, 
famed as the site of one of the largest 
ancient Khmer temple complexes after 
Angkor Wat. Here the temple remained 
overgrown by jungle, much as Angkor Wat 
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The Elite: Story of the Rhodesian SAS by 

Barbara Coie. The exploits of the famed 
Rhodesian Special Air Service from its incep¬ 
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are-there photography. 
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photographs. Hardcover. 
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must have appeared when Henry Mouhot 
first discovered it in 1859. 

Now huge trees grew out of courtyards 
once flagged in stone and delicately carved 
Apsara angels supported the strangling 
embrace of vines and creepers. Deep inside 
the complex, set far back among the 
jumbled heaps of collapsed buildings I 
came across a tall megalith built from large 
blocks of solid stone. On each of its four 
sides was carved a huge serene face in 
classic Khmer style. This was a “Bayon.” 
It is for just such monumental carvings of 
the ancient Khmer kings that Angkor Wat is 
famous. 

The Khmers said that the Bayon was 
built with a face carved on four sides in 
order to be able watch his enemies. The 
faces are of such a scale that each stone 
block was sufficient for only part of the 
face, assembled like a giant jigsaw puzzle 
to form the whole. 

For a Cambodian the Bayon is an 
emotive monument to past glories; a proof¬ 
positive that once they ruled over a vast 
empire. It is a reminder of a time when they 
fought their nation’s wars in territories far 
from Cambodia itself. Now, a thousand 
years later, their war tears the heart out of 
the country, but their fierce nationalism 
remains unchanged. It seems in a way that 
this war is not a new war, but one centuries 
old. For the enemy the Cambodians have 
fought for so long to rid their country of is 
the same enemy for which the four-sided 
Bayon watches through eternity: the An- 
namites, known today as the Vietnamese, 
the traditional enemy of the Khmer empire. 

When the NCR had attacked Bantay 
Chamar, shortly after the Vietnamese pull¬ 
out, the PRK garrison had been unable to 
hold it. Now there are monuments in 
Bantay Chamar of the battle to liberate 
Cambodia; the rusting hulks of two T-54 
tanks. The first straddles Route 69 as it cuts 
through Bantay Chamar itself. Fire- 
blackened, and minus its turret, it is a 
testimonial to the effectiveness of the 
recently supplied antitank weapons. Just 
above the right side-track is a small hole, 
the entry point of the HEAT (High Explo¬ 
sive Anti-Tank) round that hit it. 

The second T-54 is a few hundred meters 
south, where its crew abandoned it after 
seeing the lead tank explode. To be fair the 
second tank was a sitting duck due to 
mechanical breakdown. 

A good day’s hike along Route 69 
brought us to the district capital, Thma 
Pouk. Once it had a population of some 
15,000 now reduced to around 6,000. It 
had also been a Vietnamese military base 
(then a PRK one after the Vietnamese 
pulled out). After a day-long battle Thma 
Pouk was also captured by the NCR during 
their recent offensive. To date it is the 
largest town captured by the NCR. 

One of three tanks captured in recent 
fighting was on display in Thma Pouk. 
Unlike those I had seen at Bantay Chamar 
this one was working and had a trained 
crew assigned to it. When I saw it, it was 
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undergoing trials to ensure that it was fully 
operational. It was, and was subsequently 
used in action against another PRK 
position. 

Having commanded the battle that liber¬ 
ated Thma Pouk, General Kreouch Yeum 
has been appointed governor, to administer 
the needs of its civilian population. It was 
evident from speaking to the civilian 
population that, with the NCR in charge, 
the standard of life in Thma Pouk had been 
changed for the better. For the first time in 
15 years there was medical treatment 
available for civilians, a proper school and 
freedom of religion. The resistance soldiers 
were trying to rebuild the old Sihanoukist 
hospital, they were bringing western medi¬ 
cal aid and clothing for the children and 
clearing mines. 

The problems of catering to the needs of 
the civilian population were not all that 
Gen. Yeum had to worry about. The 
offensive was still in progress and with it 
came all the attendant logistical problems. 
At this time, the drive south toward the 
town of Sissophon was still in full swing. 

One morning we were awakened by the 
sound of a sustained artillery and rocket 
barrage that heralded an assault in progress. 
The drumming of artillery continued for 
several hours. Later that day a large dust 
cloud was seen advancing up Route 69 
from the south. When it came closer it was 
found to be a huge convoy of 100 ox carts, 
ferrying wounded NCR soldiers back to 
Thailand. 

The wounded had already received pre¬ 
liminary first aid on the battlefield and sat 
with dusty bloodstained bandages, in ones 
and twos on the ox carts. The more 
seriously wounded lay on the carts, semi¬ 
conscious, with saline drips attached. The 
convoy of wounded rolled past in almost 
total silence. There were no cries or 
complaints, only the endless creaking of 
wooden ox cart wheels. 

An officer accompanying the convoy 
explained that these casualties had been 
sustained mostly from the effects of 
122mm Stalin Organs (multi-barrelled 
rocket launchers) and heavy artillery em¬ 
ploying predesignated defensive fire. Ap¬ 
parently a battle was in progress to en¬ 
croach closer to Svay Chek (the main 
defensive position of the PRK situated 16 
kilometers north of Sissophon) and to 
surround some of them at the Maca Bridge 
post. These objectives had been obtained, 
but in obtaining them the NCR had paid a 
higher price in casualties than they had 
anticipated. 

Nevertheless the availability of the ox 
carts, serving the dual purpose of ammuni¬ 
tion resupply and casualties evacuation, 
was an impressive display of logistical 
planning and support. 

In five years reporting on the war in 
Cambodia with the resistance this was the 
first time I had been able to leave the 
jungle, travel openly along main roads and 
freely meet the civilian population. I was 
struck by the obvious open popular support 
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for the NCR. 

Whhe we in the West watch the historic 
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe 
the sad reality in Cambodia is that the 
population continues to suffer under an 
oppressive communist regime. Eastern Eu¬ 
rope is now universally rejecting commu¬ 
nism as an unworkable system. But the 
Cambodians remain caught between the 
tiger and the crocodile; the Vietnamese- 
backed communists in power in Phnom 
Penh, and the Chinese-backed communist 
Khmer Rouge in the jungle. 

However, for the people of Cambodia 
there is a third choice — the Non- 
Communist Resistance. They are at last 
beginning to look like a real army. They 
have made good use of the limited Western 
weapons available to them, are progres¬ 
sively more disciplined, have recendy 
made significant military headway in north¬ 
western Cambodia and they have the hearts 
and minds of the people. 

For the Cambodian people the Non- 
Communist Resistance stands between the 
twin evils of the tiger and the crocodile, 
perhaps it is about time the Western world 
stopped screwing around and gave them 
some real support.^ 


COMBAT DEBRIEF 

Continued from page 59 

now partially illuminating the scene and the 
small band came under heavy small-arms 
fire and a shower of grenades that killed 
one man and wounded two more. In front 
they could see no further than the burning 
huts, while the crest behind them was lost 
in a pall of smoke. A high-tide mark had 
been reached. Feeling isolated, with enemy 
grenades continuing to explode close to 
them and no sign of further support, they 
were forced to retire. 

Taking both their casualties with them, 
they rushed back to the rampart crest. One 
of the four left in support had been 
wounded, another was now missing. 
Trenches on the base side of the rampart, 
10 meters on either side of them, were still 
held by the enemy. Cover was afforded 
only by lying pressed against the ground, 
out of sight. 

In assessing the confused combat reports 
from the front lines Col. Bounchay, back in 
Tac HQ, had to consider that the gap 
punched in the defenses on the earth 
rampart on one flank was only a narrow 
one. Most of the rampart was still in the 
hands of PRK defenders. It was becoming 
evident that without more paths through the 
extended depth of the mine fields he would 
be unable to commit sufficient men fast 
enough to shift the balance in his favor. 
With the death of one commander he had 
lost effective control of one assault team 
and its support group. It now seemed that 
under the present circumstances the assault 
was bound to fail. 
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Daylight was increasing all the time, and if 
a retreat was to be called it was imperative 
to retire before full daylight rendered this 
more hazardous. Reluctantly Col. 
Bounchay called off the attack. 

Once the vital element of surprise had 
been lost there had been little chance of 
success. What chance there was, foundered 
on the unexpected additional rings of 
mines, seven more than anticipated. 

Suitable credit however, should be given 
to the PRK defenders. It also should be 
borne in mind that they were soldiers from 
179 Division, considered one of the best 
that the PRK has in its predominantly weak 
and poorly trained army. 

On receiving the order to retire, the 
assault group officers blew shrill blasts on 
whistles, barely audible over the continued 
thunderous roar of battle. An orderly 
withdrawal from contact was then initiated. 

The NCR suffered three killed and 15 
wounded during this attack. PRK army 
casualties are unknown. Only two of the six 
targeted satellite bases, also held by 179 
Division personnel, were overrun. How¬ 
ever, three weeks later, a fresh effort was 
made in this sector and six more PRK army 
positions fell. The Kouk Mon defenders 
beat off a second attack, after which they 
found themselves isolated and subjected to 
continuous harassment from mortar fire. 

The low profile siege was made possible 
by the destruction of all surrounding PRK 
positions, ensuring safe supply lines from 
NCR operational bases. The fall of Kouk 
Mon is inevitable. It’s now only a matter of 
time.^f 


COMBLOC 

CONNECTION 

Continued from page 46 

pistols, all in excellent condition. Cham¬ 
bered for the 9mm Makarov cartridge and 
based upon the Walther PP, this double¬ 
action, blowback-operated pistol has a 
lightweight alloy frame. The seven-round 
magazines were all loaded with either 
Bulgarian (factory code ‘10’) or East 
German (factory code ‘04’) ammunition. 

Of Tokarevs there were two variants. I 
noticed one Russian TT-33 that was manu¬ 
factured in 1953. It was in poor condition. 
Far more common were the North Korean 
Type 68 pistols. While still chambered for 
the 7.62x25mm cartridge, the Type 68 is a 
heavily modified TT-33. The swinging link 
has been replaced by a cam-cut lug on the 
underside of the barrel in the manner of the 
Browning High Power. The magazine 
catch-release has been relocated to the heel 
of the frame. There is no clip on the right 
side of the frame to retain the slide stop. 
The firing pin is held in place by a plate 
instead of a cross-pin. In overall configura¬ 
tion the North Korean Type 68 is more 
compact, but bulkier than the TT-33. The 
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ammunition accompanying these pistols 
was of Soviet origin (factory code ‘38’). 

The FMLN apparently has friends in 
Spain also, as a substantial quantity of 
steel-framed Star 9mm Parabellum pistols 
have been captured. They are based largely 
upon the Browning design. 

A small quantity of U.S.-manufactured 
handguns have been captured from the 
FMLN as well. They include the following: 
Colt M1911A1 .45 ACP pistols, Colt .38 
Special and .357 Magnum revolvers, Smith 
& Wesson Model 39 9mm pistols and 
S&W .38 Special Revolvers. 

Hand grenades seem to have played but 
a small role in the November offensive’s 
urban fighting. That’s fortunate, as they are 
sometimes indiscriminate killers and would 
have increased civilian casualties. How¬ 
ever, the FMLN possesses a large and 
varied inventory of these devices. They 
include the usual ComBloc mix of Soviet 
F-l, RG-42, RGD-5 and M75 grenades, 
together with the dangerous Czech RG34 
and RG4 impact-detonated anti-personnel 
grenades. Others I examined were the 
Argentine FMK-2, Dutch V-40, Belgian 
PRB 7/8 and M-50 PRB, German DM-51, 
Israeli No. 14 offensive type, Austrian 
ARGES HDGR-73 and the U.S. M26 and 
Mk-2. Some U.S. M-118 claymores have 
been captured from the FMLN. Offensive 
hand grenades have also been improvised 
from 40mm M79/M203 HE rounds. 

The most innovative improvised weap¬ 
ons I encountered were hand-held West 


German parachute flares modified by the 
addition of a wire-wrapped charge of 
Flex-X, an RDX-based plasticized explo¬ 
sive manufactured in Canada by C.I.L. 
Designed for use against helicopters, they 
could either be fired singly by pull-cord or 
by means of a shoulder-held nine-tube 
launcher. The maximum effective range is 
600 to 700 meters. No aircraft were 
downed as a result of these “flare-bombs.” 
Flex-X and blocks of TNT are also used 
with 19-hour parking-meter and 90-minute 
timers for sabotage of electrical power 
equipment and terror bombings. 

Effective use was made of Soviet RPG- 
7s and RPG-18s by the FMLN during the 
November offensive. All of the RPG-7s I 
examined were of Soviet manufacture. In 
an attempt to sterilize the RPG-18s, the 
instruction panels had been removed. There 
are still a few Soviet-manufactured RPG-2s 
in FMLN inventory as well. 

Of unknown origin, the so-called “M26- 
A2” grenade launcher appears in the urban 
commando instruction manual, but I have 
never seen one. It is shown as a single-shot, 
breech-loading, break-open, shoulder-fired 
weapon with a ribbed forearm. There is no 
trigger guard and the buttstock is of the 
tubular type. It fires a 30mm grenade, 
called the VOG-26, with a maximum range 
of 600 meters. The weight of the weapon, 
empty, is 6.6 pounds. 

The Policia Nacional and the Salvadoran 
armed forces continue to confiscate the 
usual mix of U.S. military small arms, such 


as M16s, M60 GPMGs and M72 LAWs 
(the vast majority compliments of North 
Vietnam) — but in much smaller quantities 
than previously. What is the explanation for 
the FMLN’s undisguised switch to Com¬ 
Bloc weaponry? Certainly not logistics as 
this now puts at least seven small arms 
calibers alone into their pipeline 
(5.56x45mm NATO, 7.62x5lmm NATO, 
7.62x39mm, 7.62x54R, 7.62x25mm, 
9mm Makarov, and 9mm Parabellum, plus 
small amounts of .45 ACP, .38 Special and 
.357 Magnum). 

They obviously assumed that they would 
win the “Final Offensive.” Once they had 
established a Marxist regime with open ties 
to Nicaragua, Cuba and the Soviet Union, 
there would no longer be a need for 
subterfuge. With a dictatorship of the 
proletariat in place, the need to sway 
Marxist clergy and trendy leftists in the 
West — through manipulation of the media 
— against the Cristiani government would 
no longer be necessary. The November 
offensive failed and left in its wake, clearly 
exposed to all, an Ortega-Castro- 
Gorbachev connection. Eight nations have 
provided weapons and munitions to the 
FMLN: the Soviet Union and Cuba are the 
lead suppliers, supplemented to greater or 
lesser extent by Bulgaria, East Germany, 
Hungary, North Korea, Romania and Yu¬ 
goslavia. The evidence is irrefutable, al¬ 
though it will be ignored by the media as it 
fails its ideological litmus test. 

With the election of Violeta Chamorro in 
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Nicaragua, supplying the FMLN with the 
tools of death may have been made 
considerably more difficult. The FMLN 
will have to rely on a tenuous supply route 
that entails smuggling arms into Mexico’s 
Yucatan Peninsula and then shipping them 
by truck across Guatemala to El Salvador. 
Neither Guatemala nor Honduras is likely 
to be as receptive to FMLN supply lines 
running through their territory as was the 
Sandinista regime. Moreover, with his 
friend Pineapple Face in the slammer, 
Castro’s freighters are unlikely to find 
smooth sailing through the Panama Canal 
should Cuba choose to send the FMLN 
supplies by sea. Radio Venceremos has 
announced the slaughter and rape of El 
Salvador will continue. We shall see.^ 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 9 

from kind-hearted Westerners for 
famine relief. 


I OWAVES THE 
POW/MIA FLAG... 

Governor Jerry Branstad signed a 
bill authorizing $10,000 for the 
purchase of POW/MIA flags to be 
distributed to Iowan municipalities. 
The Prisoner of War Freedom 
Foundation in San Diego is launching 
a similar campaign with private 
funds. Info from Fred Moore (619) 


561-9711. 


M «G-29s 

TO FIDEL... 

State Department recently 
confirmed that the Soviets delivered 
six MiG-29 fighter-bombers to Cuba. 
Just because they are used to carry 
nukes in the Soviet Union, and frantic 
Fidel is trying to buy or build an 
atomic bomb, some nervous nellies 
are worrying. Not to worry, didn't 
you know everything's changed now? 


Reunions... 

TIN CAN SAILORS...August 13- 
20...BaItimore/Towson...contact Ed 
Ward, Executive Secretary, Battleship 
Cove, Fall River, MA 02721.1 ST 
EXPLOITATION COMPANY, CCS 
(SOA), 5th SFGA(ABN), 1ST 
SF...sometime 1990...contact Tex 
Houston, Box 441, Stanton, TX 
79782. HYNES, JAMES JR., Phu Loi, 
Vietnam '67-'68: if you'd like a 
reunion with the Zippo you lost near 



$148 

postpaid 


rDISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
| MULTIPLIES SOUND 
! 5000 TIMES ^ 

! TheVanSleek FARFOON® 


The VanSleek Farfoon generation of 
Distant Sound Detectors combines the 
best features of older models to bring you 
the most versatile unit yet developed. 

Utilizes a 3-1/2" built- in parabolic dish 
with “spider-mount” super-sensitive micro¬ 
phone for Sound Mirror effect, previously found 
only on larger, more cumbersome sound detectors 
(like those big dishes on the sidelines at football 
games). VanS leek features handy size (weighs about 2-lbs.), 
is easy to use in tight places. Made for professional hunters to 
hear approaching animals at great distance, the VanS leek has 
been discovered by the security industry. On city terrain, 
sounds leap across blocks and streets. Solid state-of-the-art 
circuitry. Sound cut-off. Powered by 6 penlight batteries for 
increased amplitude. Use VanS leek and enjoy mirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold 
world-wide to government, military, police, hunters & fisher¬ 
men. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back 
guarantee. $148.00 postpaid. Order by mail from: 

MC/Visa & COD Order Toll Free 


THE VanSleek 


Hears A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Football Fields! 


Quan 


Item 


Price 


Vansleek $148 


Total Enclosed 


©1990 


1-800-821-5157 


The Dutchman, Dept. 7/90 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 


MIL-TIME 


THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
® MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 


SOLID BRASS CASES • SHOCK RESISTANT • WATER RESISTANT • 
PRECISION QUARTZ MOVEMENTS • STAINLESS STEEL BACKS • 
MINERAL GLASS LENS • LONGLIFE BATTERY • LEATHER BANDS • 
LUMINOUS HANDS AND HOUR INDICATORS • 2 YEAR WARRANTY 



VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK (MUST CLEAR), 

M.O. OR CREDIT CARD INFO 


SPECIAL 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

- $49.95 - 


SOVIET 
AIR BORNE 
STYLE 

SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE & 


MIL-TIME® P.O. BOX 965 SAN BRUNO CA 94066 

NAME 



ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/Z.I.P. 

VISA □ M.C. a NO. 


EXP DATE 

SIGNATURE 

CHECK □ M.O, O 

QUANTITY 

TOTAL 

ORDER 





NOW! 

SHIPPING/HANDLING 

$3.50 

CA ADD S3.62 



ORDER TOTAL 
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B-Square Mounts 

This new mount is instant on and off with only one hand. There are no 
knobs, screws, or extra parts. The new mount has both NATO Stanag 
and standard dovetail provisions. Colt AR15/16 dovetail base, com¬ 
plete with rings, #18505. 



UNIVERSAL MILITARY 
OUTFITTERS 

P.O. Box 194 — Bay Ridge Station 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 
N.Y.S. (718) 375-6350 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-521-2124 


“BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER’ 


GI BDU SETS — 


4 pocket shirt, 6 pocket pants 


AVAILABLE IN THE FOLLOWING PATTERNS: 


Woodland Camo 50/50 NYCO, Camo Ripstop, Tiger 
Camo, Day Desert, Urban Camo, SWAT Black, OD 


Ripstop .. $49.50 set 

Sold Seperately at $26.00 
GI M65 Field Jacket — Orig Issue Only 

Camo, OD, Black. ..... $44.95 

GI M65 Field Jacket Liner 

OD, Black.$16.95 

GI MAI Flight Jackets —“ALPHA” 

Sage Green, Black, Navy Blue.$44.50 


Cammo Short Sleeve T-Shirt — 2 for $10.00 


Military Berets — Only $10.95 each 
Green, Maroon, Black, Red 
GI Anglehead Flashlights — $6.95 
OD, Black 

Write or call for complete catalog of Military Clothing, Camping and Hunting Gear, 

All orders are prepaid. Please ad $3.85 per order for shipping and liandling. (Canada please add $7.70 
NYC residents add 8‘/4% tax, NYS residents add 6'/4% tax. 

Orders may be charged to VISA or MasterCard 


Highway 1, contact J.S.G., 2105 
Washington Ave., Ishpeming, Ml 
49849. 716th MILITARY POLICE, 
Vietnam...28-29 September...phone 
Duane Hursey (712) 544-2662. 

25TH FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR 
SQUADRON, Korea and 
Okinawa...Nellis AFB, Nevada...mid- 
1990...phone Dr. Robert Cleaves 
(213) 472-2593. FOURTH MARINE 
DIVISION WWIL..SL Louis...26-30 
June...phone Elmer Dapron (314) 

421 -0042. 11 th ARMORED CAV, 
Vietnam and 

Cambodia...Sacramento...3-5 
August...phone Ron Kreuger (916) 
758-0351. ALLIED AIRBORNE 
ASSOCIATION 50th 
ANNIVERSARY... August/ 

September...phone (718) 979-1950. 
USAF HELICOPTER PILOTS...FL 
Walton Beach, Florida...11-13 
October...contact Robert Mayo (904) 
862-4425...1ST SPECIAL SERVICE 
FORCE ASSOCIATION...Norfolk, 
Virginia...contact Bill Story, 11815 
Quarterhorse Court, Oakton, VA 
22124. VIETNAM BROWN-WATER 
NAVY..four reunions in 1990, 
various dates and places...call HMCS 
Dave Crockett (804) 397-8967. USS 
GUADALCANAL TASK FORCE 
ASSOC...St. Louis, 

Missouri...September,..phone Jack 
Dutton (314) 522-3975. 

And speaking of reunions and 
getting hold of old what-zis-name 
again, here Ye three books we can 
heartily recommend: Reunion 
Handtx>ok (Special Military Section), 
222 pages, illus., index @ $12.95 
(how to get your act together and 
have a complete reunion); How to 
Locate Anyone Who Is or Has Been in 
the Military, 50 pages, forms, index 
@ $12.95; You Can Find Anyone! 
140 pages, forms, index @ $13.45 
(hard-core track 'em down info for 
reunions or whatever purpose). Add a 
buck-fifty each for postage. All 
available from: Reunion Research, 
Dept. SOF, 3145 Geary Blvd. #14, 
San Francisco, CA 94118 (916) 758- 
0205. 


C OMBAT INFANTRYPERSON 
BADGE? 

The Army has decided to award the 
Army Commendation Medal to 
acknowledge a job well done by MP 
Capt. Linda Bray of the 988th MP 
Company, for leading an assault on a 
PDF K-9 installation during 
Operation Just Cause. Some never- 
miss-a-chance-to-push-their-favorite- 
cause journalists and politicians — 
including Colorado's own Pat 
Sc.hroeder who should know better 
since she's on the House Armed 
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SAFE! m 
FOR “ 
DISPLAY 

Ml 921 
THOMPSON 
01-700 . 


GERMAN 

P-08 

PARABELLUM 
01 - 200 .. 


.$102 PPD m 


357 

POLICE 
MAGNUM 
01-108 ... 


“BLUE \ 
MAX” \ 
MEOAL 


jiKr %{r Shipped in 
with Federal 

.$97 ppd to California 

. 11mm Residents. 

Military Collectibles 

HISTORIC REPRODUCTIONS 

FREE catalog of military collectibles: 
l Replica Guns, Suits of Armour, Swords, 
k WW2 Daggers, Helmets, Bayonets. Etc. 

3k JAPANESE WWII OFFICER’S SW0R0. 

An exact replica featuring cloth braid hilt, 
mv. brass Menuki, metal olive-drab scabbard 
with scabbard latch, sharpened stainless 
L V steel blade and traditional military 

V A fittings. Length: 38" Blade: 27.5" 

Weight: 2.7 lbs. 
\ (Officer’s Shin-gunto-Steel Replica) 

\\ (16) 05-370....$260 PPD 

* JAPANES 

W \ HELMET 


Full-sized, Blue cloisonne^^ 
gilt metal, w/gold neck chain. 

14-77.$16 PPD 


OE3Q| i4 1 


Onginal Battlefield- 
condition. No liner. 

09-060 
$9 PPD 


Forged Solingen steel w/5,5-inch, single-edge 
blade. RZM marked, dated 1937. Checkered black 
grip with enamel HJ emblem. Black metal scabbard 
and belt loo p. Manufactured from original WWII dies. 
07-09 .$39 PPD 

□ FREE Color catalog of |S*" 

Militaria, Replica Model Guns, ■ v A 

Stage Prop Guns, Historic ! 

Swords, Suits of Armour, I 

Flags. Medals, Badges & More. | 


j COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY 
I 800 SLATERS LANE, DEPT SO 
i BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 


Services committee — were 
clamoring for a CIB for Capt. Bray, 
just like the infantrymen got. 
Somebody finally had to explain that 
MPs don't get CIBs, nor do tankers, 
artillerymen, and so forth because it's 
a Combat Infantry Badge. Getting 
shot at doesn't make you infantry, any 
more than jumping out of a plane 
that's on fire makes you airborne or 
falling out of a swift boat makes you a 
SEAL. 

As ex-infantryman David Braaten 
noted in the Washington Times , the 
CIB is a badge of honor for the guys 
who know that they are called the 
"Queen of Battle" because generals 
do to the infantry what kings do to 
queens. 


A S WE GO 
TO PRESS... 

On 15 April, SOF's Paul 
Fanshaw was the only reporter to 
cross into Nicaragua from contra 
headquarters in Honduras with 
Commandante Franklin, commander 
of the contras who replaced Enrique 
Bermudez. Fanshaw, a 13-year vet of 
the French Foreign Legion, has 
worked with SOF in Afghanistan, 
Burma, El Salvador, Nicaragua and 
Thailand. 

To reach their AO requires Vh 
weeks on foot. According to our 
sources, all able contras have 
returned to Nicaragua. Only 300 
small arms, all rusted junk, and a few 
heavy weapons were turned into the 
United Nations monitoring force. 
Estimates of Sandinista army 
desertions/defectors run between 
40% and 60%. Three separate 
sources state the contras went in 
"loaded for bear," with "out of the 
shipping crate-new" AKs and Dra- 
gunovs. Where did they come from? 
We don't know. 

The contras are spread throughout 
the whole northwestern part of 
Nicaragua and have no intention of 
moving all their forces into the U.N.- 
controlled enclosure. 

As of this writing, significant contra 
forces are only 30 miles to the east as 
the crow flies from Lake Managua. 
The contra leadership claims they 
will march on Managua if the 
Sandinista army and Secret Police 
leadership are not replaced. If the 
contras march on Managua SOF will 
be there. We will see.X 


COUNTERFEIT GUNS 


STAGE PROP GUNS 


These working models of classic firearms look, feel, weigh 
and handle like the originals and consist of over 30 blued, 
machined-metal, hand-assembled parts. You can spin the 
cylinders, work the slide actions, release the clips and field- 
m ** strip these models. 


CANNOT BE 
MADE TO FIRE 
REAL BULLETS. 

DELIVERED 

FULLY 

ASSEMBLED 


‘STAGE PROP GUNS’’ 0 

ISRAELI UZ! 
w/foiding Metal stock 
01-705M.$209 PPD 

COMPLETELY 

SAFE! 


FULL-SIZE PRECISION METAL REPLICA MODELS 


WATCH FOR SOF's SPECIAL 
15TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 
—ON SALE 28 AUGUST 


j □ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED I 

h Credit Card Orders: 1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 

j NAME__ 

| ADDRESS___ 

| CITY_I 

I STATE/ZIP_ 1 

t ea a bMONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED* urn a 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 



THE QUARTERMASTER Dept SF4 
750 Long Beach Blvd., LongBeach„CA 90813 


Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
Call 800 - 444-8643 

■ 00 ^ Toll Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 

Add $4.00 shipping and insurance charges. 
iHi CA residents add sales tax. 


Color Catalog Free With Order or Send $3.00 To: 


DEADLY WEAPONS 
VIDEOS 


"DEADLY EFFECTS" WOUND BALLISTICS VIDEO 
SHOWS WHAT BULLET DO TO BODIES 

What actually is stopping power, knockdown or shocking ability? Why is bullet 
weight, penetration and bullet type important? This straight forward video answers 
these questions and will aid you in choosing effective handgun ammo. Watch 60 
minutes of high quality information on the deadly effects of bullets to the body. 
Intended for professional Law Enforcement and Military Personnel use only. Contains 
graphic footage. VHS. 

095-12*55 Deadly Effects Wound Ballistics...S59.95 

DEADLY WEAPONS VIDEO 
THE TRUTH ABOUT MODERN FIREARMS 

This high impact video shows you the true effects of what modem firearms will 
or will not do. Compares different calibers shooting through glass, car doors, bullet 
proof vestss and even into auto fuel tanks. Weaponry used includes fully automatic 
weapons, silencers, hand & shotguns. See for yourself why the CIA. FBI and 100’s 
of Police Agencies have used this tape in their training curriculum. 106 minutes. 

096-12-54 Deadly Weapons Video....549.95 


C l A The le 9endary 
A 'get out of jail 
■ ■ ■ " » ■ free cards" 


Exact reprints of the covert identification cards car¬ 
ried by members of the CIA controlled MAC- 
SOG.(Mllitary Assistance Command-Special Opera¬ 
tions Group' in Vietnam!. ..DO NOT DETAIN OR QUES¬ 
TION HIM! He is authorized to wear civilian clothing, 
carry unusual personal weapons, pass into restricted 

areas, requisition equipment of all types. 

_CAUTION-SOLDAS WARRELICS ONLY!_ 

No. C-60 Original, multi-color folding I.D. card!.. $5.00 
No.C-45 Second version ofthe above, issued in 1971, 
two color, wallet size with laminate.... $5.00 
No. C-53 Air America Pilot's Identification Card and 
Pass from Siagon, Late war issue!. $5.00 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply All 

220 Carroll - SJ; Box 5210 3 for 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 <lO nn 

1-318-222-2970 (24hours) w ^'c/mo 


JIMMY ULE 


“The 

Arkansas 

Knifesmith” 



“Imitated y 

but 

unequaled” 


Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood" 
& “Hambo" 


Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector . . . .$190.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panda.$40.00 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847^447 


CLOAK & DAGGER 
COLLECTABLES 



SWEAT SHIRTS 3* Left Breast Crest.$1850 

SWEAT SHIRTS 9’ Centered Crest.$1850 

HOODED SWEAT SHIRTS 3’ Crest.$2450 

SWEAT PAHTS 3* Crest.$1850 

T-SHIRTS 9* Centered Crest.$8.75 

T-SHIRTS 3’ Left Breast Crest.$8.75 

TANK TOPS 9" Centered Crest.$9.95 

TANK TOPS 3* Left Breast Crest.$9.95 

POLO SHIRTS 3* Left Breast Crest.$17.95 

SATIN JACKETS Red, White, Blue, Black. . . . .$4950 
Sizes Available on above items: S-M-L-XL 

BASEBALL CAPS One size fits all.$825 

EMBROIDERED PATCHES 3”. .$5.00 

.PRINTED PATCHES 3”.$3.00 

HAT PttfS Beautiful full color Hat Pins,.$4.00 

COFFEE MUGS (18oz.).$11.95 

BEER STEINS (23oz_).$14.95 


CLOAK & DAGGER 

P.O. Box 8301 Hooper, Utah 84315 
Visa/Mastercard-Money Orders-Cash C.O.D. 

UPS Shipping & Handling $3.00 
P.O. Box, APO. FPO, Alaska & Hawaii $5.00 
Catalog $2.00 — FREE with order! 

24 Hr. Answering Machine - (801) 399-1202 


1 THE ADVENTURE 1 
I CONTINUES... I 



Over 100 pages of high quality and 
functional gear: genuine military clothing 
and equipment for outdoors, survival and 
the streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our 
full color catalog. 

Name:-—--- 

Address:- 

City:- 

State: -Zip:- 

Mail This Ad To: 


1 1.S. 

WORLD S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


DEFT. SF-7 

2855 Centennial Ave., Radcliff. KY 40160-9000 _| 


VIETNAM - 

OUR GENERATION’S WAR 



From the first Marines to the fall of 
Saigon, NAM brings you the triumph and 
defeat of America's longest war. With 
eyewitness accounts, unrivaled photos 
and graphics, weapons and tactics pro¬ 
files, and searching analyses of the war's 
development from both sides of the DMZ, 
NAM is the finest documentary of the war 
you’ll ever read. 

9x12, hardcover, 650 pps. 100s of photos. 
#8040 Nam $39.95 (Add $3.00 P&H) 

Call Toll-Free to Order 
1-800-323-1776. Operator 131 
Or Send Check or Money Order to: 

SOF Exchange, Dept 7-90 
P.O, Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 

VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED _ 
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LEARN 

LOCKSMITHING! 


Become a Master Locksmith 

Secure your financial future 
Learn at home 

Be Your Own Boss! 


Basic Locksmith I Course 





INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

■ Professional Lock 
Picks 

• ID Card 

• Certificate 

• 12 Course Catalog 


Earn up to $48.50 per hr., full-time or part-time. Be a 
master locksmith after completing our 12 course education 
program. Each course has its own video, tools, supplies, 
instruction, and certificate. After only 1 course, be able to 
open locked homes, offices, and autos for paid fees! Train 
further about locks, autos, safes, etc. 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 handling 
($82.00 Check, Money Order, US Funds Only) 

OR 


Without Video (Same course with written 
instructions, professional picks. Same as 
above with ID Card, Certificate, Catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 


Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN LOCKSMITH SCHOOL 

P.0. BOX 20806, TAMPA, FL 33622 



FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 
AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 
HUNTING EQUIPMENT 

Complete line of Field & Survival Gear 

SEND $2.00 TODAY FOR COPY 
OF OUR FULL-COLOR CATALOG 

NAME;_ 

STREET;_ 

CITY:_ST_ZIP_ 

Mail to: GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept- SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The "HOUND 00G" is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape defection by the "H0UN0 DOG ' 

The "HOUND 00G" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average sue office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
Only a matter of minutes The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc 
regardless of their operating frequency 
The "HOUND 00G" is simple to use Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter wit) cause a rise in the meter reading The 
meter reading wilt continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for several limes the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 



1 G inches l li S5g^^aEss^ss5s^saBaEsy 


SIZE . 16x2.4x8.2INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other iraosmtters. 
Transmits up to Vi mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not incl.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping tor Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’s OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, votco scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


MARINE SNIPING! 


U S MARINE CORPS 

SCOUT/SNIPER 

TRAINING MANUAL 


U.S. MARINE CORPS 
SNIPING 
FMFMI-3B 



Now, the actual manuals used to train the deadliest 
snipers on the battlefield—the graduates of the 
USMC Scout/Sniper School at Quantico! These two 
books are the real thing and contain a wealth of 
information on practical shooting in combat. 

USMC Scout/Sntper Training Manual. Instructor 
lesson plans take the trainee through sniping in 
attack and defense, weapon maintenance, bolt 
operation, zero, camo, range estimation and more. 
176 pages, 814X11", softbound, $14.95 

USMC SNIPING (FM 1-3B). This is the current, 
1980s manual - not the obsolete, small red version 
from the 1970s. Chapters include: The Scout- 
Sniper, Sniper Tactical Employment, Marksman¬ 
ship, etc. The actual manual issued to Marine 
sniper teams. 200 pages, 814X11", softbound, 
$14.95 

Please add $2 00 per order for shipping. Payment 
by check, M.O., Visa, MC or AmEx. No CODs, 
please. Our 72 page catalog is free with order or 
send $1.00 to: 

LANCER MILITARIA (501) 867-2232 

P. O. BOX 886SOF MT. IDA, ARK, 71957 


mwa ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible 7 to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Creale Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT —and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 

EDEN PRESS 

11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA W® 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add| 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.)* 
(California residents pfeaie add 6% sz : n Ih.1 | 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 

Name_ _ j 

Address _ _ ___| 

| City-- 1 

|S i aifl Zig 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 



















































T1MBERSHEPHERD® 

As featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. ’83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, ’87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 
Magazine, Jan 31,1986 




“THE ULTIMATE K-9” 

Home & Family Protection 
All Trainers Dept of Defense Certified 
•Pups & Professional Training Available - 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

—Excellent With Children— 

Shipping Available Worldwide 

“Developed and Bred Solely by”... 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 ME, Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone 24 hours: (803) 649-5936 
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ATTENTION: RANGERS / MARINES / AIRBORNE 


HRED OF T-SHIRTS ?? 



Top Quality Custom Embroidered White Polo Shirts 
and Colored Jackets with Airborne or Marine emblem, 
also your favorite (present or former) Division and 
Location of Operation. AMERICAN MADE 
Each shirt or jacket Individually crafted. Great gift ideal 

Polo Shirt - $20.00 plus $2.00 P & H each 

Unlined Jacket - $46,00 plus $3.00 P & H each 

Lined Jacket - $50.00 plus $3.00 P & H each 


Please state sire: 

S • M • L • XL • XXL 
Jacket Colors: Navy, 
Red, Blk, Grn, Wht 


PRESTIGE SHIRT CO. 
P.O. BOX 7623 
WARREN, OHIO 44483 


'Specially interesting 3hirts lor 'Specially interesting people 


fi.TTT\T PARTS 

NJI W 41 CORPORATION 

SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #15 CATALOG 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

^SURFACE FOREIGN -S10.95 U.S. $C95 

AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE - Send J 


GUN PARTS C0RP. BOX SOFT W. HURLEY, NY 12491 
914-679-2417 TELEX 145 331 FAX 914 6795849 


SHOTGUN 

ASSAULT GRIPS 


1 


•M 




^ . 

•» 


Available for: 
•Mossberg 500 
Remington 870 
•Winchester 1200 

Injection molded from a 
high-impact polymer, 
these grips are quickly in¬ 
stalled with no alteration to 
your shotgun. Instructions 
and hardware included. 

Rear Grip....$16.95 

Fore Grip.$19.95 


SIDESADDLE 

Attaches directly to the 
receiver with no alteration to 
the shotgun. Holds six extra 
rounds in the easiest to load 
position. Complete with in¬ 
structions and hardware. 

(Moss. 500 & Rem. 870/1100 only!) 

SideSaddle . $ 24.95 




Phone orders: 
Visa. MasterCard, 
or UPS Cash C.O.D. 

( 602 ) 646-5814 

(Add $3.00 S&H - $5.00 Canada) 
Catalog $1.00 - FREE with order. 
-Dealer Inquiries Invited- 


ADVENTURER'S OUTPOST 
P.O. Box 70 • Dept. SF 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326 


the FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 



Size 3’ x 5 s with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $12.95 Each Two for $23.00 

Select From 

I □ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE I 

1 □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET I 

Z □ P.O.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT : 

| □ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 
■ □ NAZI (WWII) □ CONFEDERATE 
I DARMY □ MESS W/THE BEST | 

DIE LIKE THE REST 


□ NAVY 

□ AIR FORCE 

□ MARINES 

□ COAST GARD 


□ AMERICA LOVE IT 

OR LEAVE 

□ SPECIAL FORCE'S 


IDEAL STUDIOS 

P.O. Box 41156 - Chicago, IL 60641 

Plus $2.00 Shipping & Handling.For prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. 

Name_ 


Address 


I 

^ City, State, Zip_ u 

* Jttet Nam Veteran Ownec^ 


it 


$24.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now available. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

Slate ol the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states. S34.00 


ARMALITE AR-180 


$7.50 



FACTORY MANUAL 

• Operating instructions • Parts list with factory numbers 

• Assembly/disassembly details • Accessory list 

• Maintenance instructions • Specification list 

Factory publication, 23 pages, 35 photographs. 



COMBAT 

IOUSE TO HOUSE 

written by; Terry Edwards 




In total war the city becomes the battlefield. This is a 
user's manual for the urban fighter, intimate with the al¬ 
leys and sewers, bred in street-wise ferocity. 51/4 x 8", 
202 pgs., 154 photos & illustr., paperback 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 .ATTN. MARY 
( 81 B) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject lo mange • Coiaisy $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately pefStma check orders held 4 weeks 



SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

GIVE THEM THE TOOLS 
TO FINISH THE JOB. 

The Afghans have driven the Soviet Army 
from their country, but the war's not over; they 
still have to get rid of the Communist puppet 
government. 

SOF’s AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
FUND has raised and spent over $150,000 for 
things like tactical radios, mine detectors and 
various special projects; the need is as great as 
ever We need to send them the tools to finish 
the job. 

Send your donation to: 

AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS FUND 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 


None of the funds collected go to staff 
salaries or administrative expenses. Donations 
are NOT tax deductible, and for that reason all 
the more appreciated. 
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REBA 3, INC. 


8930 W. State Road 84 
Suite 315 
Davie, FL 33324 
Telephone (305) 472-0472 
TOLL FREE (800) 545-6727 

UNIQUE AND IMPRESSIVE 
The emblems of U.S. Armed 
Forces and Elite Units 
elegantly embroidered directly 
onto high quality polo shirts, 
sweats and jackets. Partici¬ 
pate in color selection of not 
only the item, but the insignia 
itself. Turn color into subdued. 

It's your choice. 

Send for brochure/price list. 
Custom design work available 
for unit orders. Perfect for 
reunions. Write or call today! 


SPECIAL EDITION: 

OPERATION 
JUST CAUSE 



FABIAN BROS 
MUZZLE STABILIZER 

REDUCES RECOIL 
ELIMINATES FLASH 
ELIMINATES MUZZLE CLIMB 
A MUST FOR IPSC SHOOTERS 



MODELS FOR MOST 
MILITARY TYPE RIFLES. 
EASY TO INSTALL. 


ONLY 

$ 34.95 


_1 


S| 

fabian Bros 

1 

1 


1 1510 Morena Blvd., Suite G San Diego, CA 92110 
(619) 275-0816 


THE STATE-OF-THE-ART IN MUZZLE CONTROL 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 





Model 

K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-7-SF 

156 Pott Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


S' PHOTO CARD"KITS 



[S5fr\9-89 

Our Professional quality, laminated photo I.D. system will amaze your 
associates! We provide the cards, plastic laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a photo. Your I.D. Card can be finished in the 
privacy of your home! The result is a distinctive, professional identi- 

L fication system! ThehighestqualitycardsintheUS! Lost your original. 
i.d.? Re place it now ! Se lect From The s e Ki t s: __ _ j 

”□ Bounty Hunter Q Bodyguard 

□ Special Weapons Permit □ Security Consultant 
□ MAC-V (CIA), #1 □ 

□ MAC-V(CIA), #2 
D Suppressed Weapons 
□ Air America Pilot 


□ Press Card 

□ Phoenix Program 

□ Delta Force 

□ Parachutist, Certified 

□ SCUBA, Certified 
O Weapons Specialist 

Any [ 

Three! 

Only T 


Special Operations 
Intelligence Officer 
Marine Recon 
Special Forces 
Seal Team 
Pilot 

Concealed Weps. Pmt| 
Int’l Drivers Permit 
Private Investigator 
Explosives Expert 


$ 11.95 


Any 

Six 

Only 


$ 19.95 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

(Nic, Inc.) 220 Carroll - S5; Box 5210 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 


Address . 


City/State/ZIP _ 


Card#_ 

□ □ 

.VISA M/C 


□ 

Check 


□ 

M/O 


. Exp. Date - 


□ UPS COD 
($6.00 Extra) 


mxxxwxxxxxxxwxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxwxxxxxxxwxxwxl 




X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

» 

X 

X 

X 

X 

» 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x\ 

X 

X 

X 


1* 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

k 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

0* 

X 

X 

X 

X 

\x 

X 

X 

X 

X 


r'Z’S 

v> ▼ 

^ T4n\t^ V 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 

presents 


4 


% 

I. 

90 ^ 


% 

v> 


X 




A 

/ 


SOF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 3-GUN TACTICAL SHOOTING MATCH 
SEPTEMBER 12-15,1990 
DESERT SPORTSMAN’S RIFLE CLUB 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

Patterned after military and police courses and designed to test practical shooting skills with rifle, pistol and 
shotgun. Each shooter is required to engage targets before, during and after negotiating man-made obstacles or 
natural terrain features. Course scenarios are those that could be encountered during a confrontation with an 
armed adversary. 

Open to 210 competitors. 

Over $60,000 

in cash and prizes to the winners. 

To be a part of the World Championship 3-Gun Tactical Match and to receive further information, please send a 
business size SASE to: Michael Home, 408 E. Harding, Bakersfield, CA 93308 
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APPAREL 


*—*-*—*—#■ 


CLASSIFIED 



*—*- 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All adds MUST BE PREPAID. Ad 
copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee 
must send sample of packet (packets will not be returned). 
Name, address and telephone number are to be included 
in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 words; 
80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm, 
U.S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words and tele¬ 
phone numbers are counted as two words. No personal 
services ads accepted. We reserve the right to refuse, 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to SOL¬ 
DIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna* 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


OTKIt 40.000 I I I:'IS 



Hats-BadgesMedals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (ne-jr from 
original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State si 2 e S, 
M, or Lg.$58.00 


250 page 
$5.00 


W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis. MO 63158 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


OVER 900 TITLES—ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 
PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP - SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME * REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS-DISCOUNTED' 
HUGE 112 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG-SI (Ref.) 


ANVIL • Box 640383F « El Paso, TX 79904 


From Onglnal Reoortmga 

PANZER 

MARCHES vom 



GERMAN MARCHES 

$9.95 per cassette 

Complete Set of Twelve 
Cassettes Only $85.00 

Set includes 5 Army, 

2 Stormtrooper. 2 Navy, 

1 Panzer, 1 Luftwaffe and 
1 Kavallerie cassette. 

Free List. Send SASE: 
HAMMER, Box 1393-SF, 
Columbus, IN 47201 

Dealers welcome! 


VIETNAM VETS-Bon-Dee-Bom 33 Beer T-shirts. Red 33 beer label on 
green jungle background SM-MED-L-XL $12.00 to Seasand Ltd., P0 Box 
060-483, New Dorp Station, Staten Island, NY 10306 M2. (153) 


VIETNAM LEAF PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE, Slant Pocket Jacket & 6 
Pocket Pants, Genuine Ml 968 Army Leaf Pattern $65.00 Suit A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (153) 


NICARAGUA UBRE! Ts made for Nicaraguan election, few remain, 
$10.50 to Nicaragua Lib re!, P0 Box 363, Clio, Ml 48420. Specify M, l 
XL (153). 


WORLDWIDE CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT, Summer 1990 Catalog 
of Uniforms, Headgear, insignia etc... from over 30 Countries! Send $1.00 
AHA, Box 21606, Denver CO 80221. (153) 


FRENCH FORBGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE Current Issue Combat 
Uniforms in “LIZARD' Camouflage, Suit $70.00, Caps $17.00, Shorts 
$18,00 A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver CO 80221 MasterCard & VISA 
Accepted! (153) 


BOOKS^PUBLICATIONS 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody, Sharpest 
tactics revealed. 228 page bock $16.95. Visa/MC accepted. EDEN Press, 
Box 8410-DD Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (154) 

SEALS; UDT/SEAL OPERATIONS IN VIETNAM- Accounts ol combat 
missions reveal incredible ads of skill and valor by SEAL troops under 
fire. Sixteen pages of rare photos. Hardcover, 272 pp. Send $28.45 ppd 
to: Paladin Press, Box 13Q7-OGQT, Boulder, CO 80306. 303'443-7250. 
(155) 


UNARMED COMBAT: Super self-defense. Guaranteed. Power. Confi¬ 
dence. $13 postpaid. Libra Enterprises, Box 31719-SR San Francisco, 
CA 94131. (153) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. Videocas¬ 
settes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Catalogue: $3. Collector's 
Archives; Box 2 Beaconsfieki. Quebec. HOW 5T6. (164) 

IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, outdoor 
& survival gear is! Ground Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 43013. (154) 

WORLD INTEL REPORT. Super source for hard data, mailed 
twice/month. Sample US $2.00, one year US $19.95. PO Box 1265, 
Merchantville, NJ 08109. (156) 


RACKETS: Noriegai cultic activities, also information deporting aliens 
$2.00 ppd each. Contact: Society, PO Box 23321, Santa Barbara, CA 
93121. (153) 






NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 fascinating 
titles. The best non-fiction books available for men of action and 
adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-0GQT, Boulder, 
CO 80306. (158) 


YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Secretly obtain unlisted phone numbers 
confidential postal and DMV records, birttv'death, credit and confidential 
court records. Author reveals every source, method and trick known. 
Locate old friends, lost lovere, debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or 
adventure. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Fa your copy of YOU CAN FIND 
ANYONE! SEND $14.95 PLUS $1.75 POSTAGE. Target Books, Dept. B, 
13575 Martinique, Chino Hills, CA 91709. (153) 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS - big money and adventure with our proven 
professional techniques. Learn how in our critically acdaimed bestseller. 
Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 1132 Doylestown PA 18901. 
(154) 


FREE 40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. 
Secret loans. Home businesses. New credit, jobs, degrees, foreign 
passports, EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(154) 


FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT ANYONE. Compiled by retired police 
detective. 40 pages. $10.00 ppd to: Triangle Group, PO Box 3172, 
Englewood, CO 80155. (153) 


BEER —Make your own, brew it in your own home. Recipe and brewing 
instructions only $2. Send $2 SASE, PO Box 1405, Humble, TX 77347. 

m _ 

ALL NEW CATALOG OF GOVERNMENT SURPLUS MANUALS. 28 

pages filled with over 1000 technical & field manuals covering almost all 
military weapons and systems, training manuals including Special Forces 
operations, intelligence information, some of which has only recently 
been declassified and historical reports written by the officers who 
planned and fought the battles. Send $2.00 to Delta Manuals, PO Box 
1751-01, El Dorado, AR 71731. (154) 

ENCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — The most devastating manual ever 
published! Over 1000 entries, completely cross referenced. It would take 
15 books to equal the information jam-packed in this giant Stall 
hardcover volume. $49.95 plus $3.50 sbippingftandling to Anchor 
Publishing, PO Box 2630-B, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard 
orders call 24 hours. (600)448-6280. (153) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


AUTOMOBILE VENTURE Your fortune is wailing. Free cars, incredible 
earnings. Professional, proven FT/PT opportunity. No investment. This 
will light your fire. Complete information $2.00 (refundable). Cars, Box 
H-6333, Arlington, VA 22206. (154) 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new a existing small business 
Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded message: 707449^600. (KW5) 
(154) 


BUMPERST1CKER PRINTER. Cheap, sunpfe, portable. Free details. 
Bumper, PO Box 22791 ABM, Tampa F_ 33622. (160) 



VIETNAM 

VETERANS 

RINGS 


cWMF/F. Hart 

Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 


Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones ... .. $79.95 

Marine Cop emblem mounted on red stone — $99.95 

Qreen spinel and blrthstones available .. .... . $89.95 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD * 1051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86303 • (602) 778-5656 



•Super-KIgti Gain -Super-Low- Noise •Incred¬ 
ible NoNcis«’•Technology and the Zeta Noise 
Blocker™ ‘Compressors "Clippers *AGCa 
•Filters •Equalizers * Dedicated Preamp Chips 
•littra-Low-Nolse Op Amps *PC Beard Lay¬ 
outs -Projects Galore •Powering Portable 
Amps *Metrtx Audio «Scanning with the Binau¬ 
ral Me • Amblsonlc Technology «The Astound¬ 
ing SoundFWd Microphone «Special Bonus: 
Spook Update *and Much, Much More! 8.5x11, 
277 pages, 45+ large photos, 50+ schematics. 
Order your copy todayl $33 postpaid. Registry 
Distributing, 1616 17th St., Ste 372, Denver, 
CO 602Q2. 
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COLLECTORS 


BRfTlSH/SCOTlSH MIUTARIA COLLECTORS. Regimental insignia; 
blazer crests; ties; wall plaques; tankards; berets; belts; swagger canes; 
cassettes; videos; etc; of elite BritisfVScotisfi Regiments, including SAS. 
Paratroops. Marines, Guards, Black Watch, RAF, RN, etc. Import Catalog 
$3. BRmSH REGALIA IMPORTS, DEPT. 6, P.O. BOX 50473, 
NASHVILLE, TN 37205, (154) 


WORLDWIDE PILOT SHORTAGE. Scholarships, loans and Government 
assistance available. Ratings in 30 days. Student Kit $5.00. Air 
Resrouces, S#236, 3563 State Street Santa Barbara, CA 93105. (154) 

JOBS, any state, any occtpation, incuding government, state, pubfc. 
Also cruiseships, tugs, ships, riverboats, oilrigs, women-men, work 
month-home month. USA plus overseas. Information $5.00. Nationwide 
Employment, B242, Cental, IN 47110. (153) 


SOVIET & EAST GERMAN Camouflage Uniforms, Equipmerrt & Insignia. 
New Listing of these RARE Items. Send $1.00 A.HA, Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (153) 


MILITARY MEDALS CATALOGUE $1. Yearly subscription $8. S. 
Vernon, Box 1450SR Wildomar, CA 92395. (156) 


INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, Security, Investigator, 
Intelligence. Nationwide, some international. Executives to $80,700. 
Positions explained. 3 monthly issues: $16.95. PSIC/FO, PO Box 1562, 
Decatur, IL 62525. (153) 


FOR SALE 


BRmSH MILITARY SUPPLY, America* Leader in Current Issue British 
Miitary Camouflage, Berets, Insignia & Gear. Listing $1.00. B.M.S., Box 
21606. Denver. CO 80221. (153) 


VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, Dl pins T-shirts. Catalog $1. 
SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (165) 


WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, every- 
tting! IHustrated catalog $t5. (refundable) NO CHECKS. Disco, Box 
331-X Cedarburg Wl 53012. (155) 


WW2 GERMAN MIIJTAR1A: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, T-shirts, 
posters, camouflage. Wtod* biggest catalog, $2.00. Krupper, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208 (165) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Lid., Collectors Armory! 
Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated catalog, $5 
(refutable). RELICS, Box 261-D, Cambridge. MN 55008. (154) 

BADGES OF THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION by Philippe Bartlett. For 
the first time in Engish, a comprehensive guide to collecting French 
Foreign Legion badges is available. 430 badges are fully illustrated in 
oolor including over 50 badges not previously illustrated anywhere. Also 
included is a brief history section- of the uiits, a “HOW TO' identify 
French badges section, a manufacturers fist and rarity scale. 64 pages 
with hardbound cover. $42.00 postpaid in the U.S, $44.00 for foreign by 
seamaB. Send check or money order to Philippe Bartlett, do Q.C.M.S., 
5443 Fox Road, Cincinnati, OH 45239. (153) 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and uniforms 
for safe. For a fist send $1 to Kaplans, Box 890638, Lyncfiurst 2106 South 
Africa (155) 


EDUCATION 


TERMRAPER ASSISTANCE 15,278 papers available! 306-page catalog 
• Rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. 
TOLL FREE HOTUNE: 800*351-0222. (California 213-477*8226) (154) 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE $100 to $1000 daily. Now hiring. FREE fist 
ZINCS 117. Box 13110, Las Vegas, NV 89112. (155) 



TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 

12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 


R€GIM€NTfll INSIGNIA & (UCnPONRV 

• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 

• PARA • AM • CAMERONS 

• RSDG • RN " GUARDS etc. 



Import Catalog $3.00 

British ncGnun imports 

Deportment-6 

P.O. Box S0673 * Nashville, TN 37805 


f<ir?rrrvi/7lfX¥^2GI SUPPLY 201-948^260 
ILLlLmlLb/k Rt 10 Box 10419 Dept SOF 
NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

JUNGLE HAMMOCK 



WE 
PAY ALL 1 
SHIPPING 
& POSTAGE 


We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawling insects off of you. _ 

" Cashiers cneck money ordef personal Check 5 or Visa & Masier Card 

qiadiy accepted NCSCOD’s All merchandise is 100®* guaranteed 
Residents ol Alaska Hawaii and Puerto Rico add S 1 '# tor snipping 


OWN YOUR PIECE OF THE ROCK! “The Wall,' East German currency 
and history. ,$14.00. No personal checks. Aphrodite International, Auberer 
Schnepfen, 6902 Sanchausen, Wfest Germany. (153) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY * Many unusual informative books on 
Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, Unusual Technologies, 
Documents, etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR Dept G-2, Drawer 1549, 
Asbury Park, NJ 07712. (154) 


CHICOM AK 47 STYLE AIR RIFLE - $79.95. Gun and Knife List 
-$1.00. M. Craig Trading Co., PO Box 1994, Rockfin, CA 95677. (153) 

SPECIAL FORCES WATCH — New Item! With Green Beret and Dagger 
and Parachutist second hand. Write for free brochure and price list to: US 
Trade Winds, PO Box 25433, Fayettevill, NC 28314. (153) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigaton equipmenL $2. 
IPEC, Dept SF-690, Box 7638, Sumymead, CA 92303. (164) 

GRAPPLING HOOK. Cfimb and rappel buildings, high walls, trees, steep 
terrain and more. $24.95 postpaid. Money back guarantee, Jenson 
Wholesale, 5632 Emerson Ave., N., Brooklyn Center, MN 55430. (153) 

OBTAIN MAPS! 50,000 - Military, tactical, Navy, Vietnam, CIA, political, 
topographical — List $3. (refundable) ALLIED, Drawer 5070TO, 
Glendale, AZ 85312 (153) 


MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER size of postage stamp. Transmits to any 
FM radio $24.95. Bug detector detects hidden transmitters $49.95. Vector 
Scientific, 1559-J East Amar Road, Suite 331 West Covina, CA 91792. 
(154) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


STEALTH HIDEOUT ESCAPE SAW 


7 


A nonweapon that can go anywhere. Invisible to air¬ 
port metal detectors. Cuts chain, rope, hand-cuffs, 
and padlocks. Weighs Vfeounce, 5/16" thick, 3Va” 
long closed. Put it on your keychain,wear it around 
your neck on a cord, sew it into the lining of your 
jacket, or slip it into your sock. A useful sur¬ 
vival/emergency repair tool for world travelers, sport¬ 
smen. and adventurers. 

Don't get "caught” without it! 

Only $9.98 PPD. two or more, $8.49 each. 

PAGER HOLSTER 

Press button, case flips open. 
Fits: “Baby 1 ’ .25 autos from 
Browning, Bauer, Fraser, and 
PSP-25; Davis Derringers; 
North American and Freedom 
Arms .22LR mini revolvers. 

nwirDnJ 

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95 
SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 77222 




VIETNAM PHOTOS. Actual photos ol combat river boat patois n 
Vietnam taken by me in 1970. Can not be bought elsewhere. Package of 
25 $39.95, send additional $4.95 for written description of a] ptetos. 
Other photos available. Inquire. Vietnam Photos, PO Box 4204, B.V., 
Andover, MA 01810. (154) 


GENUINE Gi DOG TAGS: Two tags printed with chains and silencers, 5 
lines/16 spaces per line only $7.95 Guaranteed. ID Tags, 5007-3 
Truemper Why Ft Wayne, IN 46835. (153) 


OGDEN’S NJGHTSIGHT Glow in the night gunsigh! painL Only $15 each 
9g. bottle: OgdenS, Sox 44488, Linden, Repubfc of South Africa (153) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS. INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY' DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
‘Video Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


Machine Gun News 

Machine guuas... and more. 


Eveiy thing you 
want to know about 
suppressors, machine 
uns, and other Title 2 
rearms. Each monthly 
issue features 
informative articles, 
entertaining reports 
from machine gun 
shoots, plus hints, dps 
and advice that you 
won't want to miss. So 
for a revealing and 
entertaining look at 
the guns like you've 
never seen them 
before subscribe to 
Machine Gun News. 

Your source for everything automatic! 

Special Introductory Offer! 

Now for a limited time, you can subscribe and save $5. 
off the regularsubscriplion price of $29,95. Just $24,95 
for a 1 year (12 issue) subscription. Subscribe Today! 

Machine Gun News 

PO Box 761 Dept. SF Hot Springs, AR 71902 
(501)623-4951 

To ensure your privacy M.G.N. ismailed with a protective cover 
Foreign subscribers add $20. U.S. Funds only please 




MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


— Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 ■* $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. ft 1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badqes-caps-ftags, 
etc. in U.S. 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Lid. Box 2063-F, SI. Louis, Mo. 63158 


Now! Become 


! STREET LETHAL I 


J 


Knife Fighting —Throwing— 

I Covert Military Knife Stalking, 

Speed Training, Mental Training, Details $1.00 I 

| WARRIOR PUBLICATIONS 

L 6252 Dark Hollow fid., Medford, OR 97501 (503) 535-3188 ■ 

__ CUT OUT AND M AIL THIS AD TODAY1 


JULY 90 
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FREE 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTERS: Tracking transmitters! Voice 
disguisers! Bug detectors! Phone snoops! More! Surveillance items 
available assembled or build them yourself. Catalog $2.00: Xandi 
Electronics, Box 25647, Dept. 40A, Tempe, AZ 85285-5647. (153) 


PANAMA! 4’ color decal commemorating Operation Just Cause. $5.00, 
two for $8.00. Ettore, 205 Hunting Green Drive, Jacksonville, NC 28540. 
(153) 


mm 


[IT 


THRU PHONE 


Add circuit to a phone so when you call that same phone and send a 
special code-it doesn't ring yet answers itself allowing you to listen in on 
room while its still on the hook! You are not detected! Works like normal 
phone all other times. Step by step instructions on how to build and install, 
Send $12.95 to: 


B 


LASER BOUNCE, INC. 

2020 Pennsylvania Ave. NW Suite 802 
Washington, D.C. 20006 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS! 


ggk 

lipR 


NO CALIFORNIA SALES!!! 


-JERROLD™ -TOCOM -HAM UN -OAK 
•SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA -ZENITH 
6 month warranty! We ship C.O.D.! 
Lowest rotail/wholesale prices! 
FREE CATALOG: 

Global Cable Network 
1032 Irving St. Suite 109-E 
S.F., CA 94122 


ORDER TODAY* 415-566-96BS 



./ORDER NOW! WE’LL SHIP TODAY 
CALL800-228-2323 or 801-975-0222 
SSBOWS, INC. BOX 27222-s. Sail Lake City, UT 84127 


INFORMATION YOU NEED 

THE PASSPORT REPORT 

How to legally obtain a second foreign passport 
(which could save your Vile, your money and 
your freedom) Cheaply and often free. Cross 
Borders easily and Visa-free! 

PT — THE PERPETUAL TRAVELLER 
BY DR. W.G. HILL 

A strategy for a stress-free, healthy and pros¬ 
perous life without taxes, coercion or interfer¬ 
ence from governments. Covers: How To Free 
Yourself from ‘Big Brother,’ How To Disappear 
From All Computers, Tax Avoidance, Dual 
Nationality, Divorce and Child Custody and 
much more. 240 pages packed with advice and 
case histories. 

Both large format, leather bound Special 
Reports. Buy them before you need them! 

Cost $100 each or BOTH for $175.00 post¬ 
paid — or add $20.00 for airmail. Credit orders 
accepted by FAX or phone, or write: 

SCOPE LTD. 

Box 453, 62 Murray Road 
Homdean, Hants, P08 9JL. ENGLAND 
TEL: +44 705 592255 

_ FAX: +44705 591975 _ 


LEARN JUNGLE SURVIVAL IN TROPICAL COSTA RICA. For 

information write to: Jungle Suvival, Apartado 7, Golfito, Costa Rica, 
Central America. (163) 

FREE LISTING! Ammo; milftaria, artillery, reenactments, collectors; 
hobbyists, etc., Joe Jelinek, 1201-F Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 
60411.(153) 


FREE THROWING KINFE CATALOG AND INSTRUCTIONS. Send 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to: TruBal South, PO Box 1281, Cape 
Canaveral, FL 32920. (155) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1. for 
postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-G, Honolulu, HI. 96806. 
(158) 


INSTRUCTION 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free information, get 
started in a high paying career Write Central Investigation, Box 1894A, 
Provo, UT 84603. (158) 


TOU CAN NOW DO PULL-UPS AT HOME CONVENIENTLY with self 
supporting pull-up bar. Strong sturdy design. Build it yourself and save! 
No special tools or welding required. An easy to follow step by step plan 
guides you through 27 illustrated steps using PVC plastic pipe and other 
common materials for under $120 total' cost to make. Send $6 for (27p) 
booklet (Nev residents add 6% sales tax) to: The Exerciser, 316 E. 
Bridger Ave., Dept. 339, Las \fegas, NV 89101. (153) 

ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON, dual function .22 cal. Zippo 
cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four sheets, simple construction, 
fail-safe design. Send $7.00 to: Sardaukar Press, PO Box 38531-S, 
Germantown, TN 38138. (154) 


KNIVES •BAYONETS 


THE CHAMELEON KEYCHAIN KNIFE Hidden surgical steel blade, 
polypropylene handle, lifetime guarantee. $14.95. David Wiliams, Box 
1176SOF, Pinson, AL 35126. (153) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


TO ALL ATHLETES! TOP PRODUCTS! #1 quality tor all sports. 
Proteins and vitamins, minerals. TwinLabs and Metabolic Nutrition, Inc. 
For information send $3.00 to: Aerobic/Anaerobic Fitness Co., PO Box 
437, Inglevrood.CA 90306. (153) 

SURVEILLANCE COUNTERSURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$5.00. Transmitters, debugging, books, night vision. Eavesdropping 
Detection Equipment, PO Bex 1087, Wlliamsville, NY 14231. (154) 

WEALTH SECRETS from (he ancient ones. Send self-addressed 
stamped envelope for book information. Shiloh, Box 671069, Chugiak, AK 
99567.(153) 

BODYGUARD CERTIFICATION/REGISTRY AND COURSE. Lifetime 
memberships. Send $5.00 for data and application. Regional Intelligence 
Agency (RIA), 6824 W. 19th #133, Tacoma, WA 98466. (155) 

SURVEILLANCE counter-surveillance, weapons, books! Guaranteed 
lowest prices! Huge catalog $5.00 (refundable). Protector, PO Box 
520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (154) 

ISRAEL' MILITARY PRODUCTS: New, expanded catalogue. I.D.F. 

webbing, helmets, uniforms, insignia, T-shirts. Send $2 (refundable) for 
catalog or $12 for sample of 4 insignias. I.M.P., PO Box 31006, Tel Aviv 
61310 Israel. (153) 


CRIMEF1GHTERS, INVESTIGATORS, SECURITY GUARDS, IN¬ 
TERESTED CITIZENS: international Institute of Criminologists and 
Private Investigators offers impressive, attractive certfccate suitable for 
framing and ID card. Life membership $39.00 * $2.40 S&H. One year 
membership $36.60 + $2.40 S8H I.I.C.P.U., Dept. 303, PO Box 575778, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84157. (154) 


STREET SMARTS Carry the best! Police model Spyderco, serrated S.S 
blade. Discreet and deadly dips anywhere $59.95 plus $3.00 shipping. 
Check or MO. Granite State Ordnance, PO Box 189B, Kingston, NH 
03848. (153) 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS “60 MINUTES”. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
_ ALAMOGORDO. NM 88310 (SOS) 434-0234 


Subscribe to ... 


MILITARY (» «<) VEHICLES 

VOSVIMKIISMMS 

MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE! 

Over 5,000 paid subscribers larger circulation than 
any other magazine for military vehicle en¬ 
thusiasts. . .and still growing rapidlyl Many more 
advertisements than any other magazine . .Ex¬ 
clusive comprehensive listing of upcoming 
rallies. . .andmuch morel 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

One Year (B Issues) $12 
Two Years (12 Issues) $20 
Foreign - Canada $15, other $20 
US Dollars payable by US Bank 
Sample Issue $3 USA, $5 outside 

P.O. Box 1748-L, Union, NJ 07083 



U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S89.00 

Knights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords $21.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

4 :* sm 

W.WT#2 Ltd., Box 2063 "F t St. Louis, MO 63158 




BYA PARALEGAL!! 

America’s No. 1 home study paralegal | 
program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare 
now for your law career! School of Para- . 
legal Studies, Dept. LH171, 2245 Perim- [ 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: ■ 

CALL 800-223-4542 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $8 for 12 monthly list. 
BPEC, DEPT. SN1288, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303 (156) 


MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG - Over 6,000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment Send $2. Kaufrnan’s West Army 
& Navy Goods, Dept A-518, 1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112 
(153) 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, pins. Made from your design. 
Highest qualitytowest prices. Free catalog, Stadri, 61SF Jane, NYC 
10014(212)929-2293. (158) 


FREE CATALOG 


UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 


lliflforiral 2Hi!itare .Art mtb (Cnllcrtiblee 
P.O. BOX 1806 - SF Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours (415) 283-1771 


STINKY FEET?? 


Simple home procedure Eliminates 
& Prevents Reoccurring Foot Odor. 

No Powders or Charcoal Pads 
- Guaranteed to Work. 

For Info Pac send $5.00 cheque or M/O & SAE to 
CLEAR THE AIR 

Box 1435 Station ‘B 1 London, Ontario, Canada N6A 5M2 




DEER, ELK, DUCKS, GEESE 
High Impact, Low Noise 
No Smoke, No Flash 
Use as Rifle or Shotgun 


FIRE 


“'ORLD’S MOST 
POWERFUL 
AJRGUN 
$129.95 


Scope $1&93 


Make Your Own Ammunition 


Visa/MC & COD - Brochure $2 


AIRPOWER SABOT CANNONS 


707 Wells Rd. #2SOF. Boulder City NV 89005 


TELEPHONE ORDERS CALL 800-962:4111. 
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SURVIVAL 


R4R debit end with Vietnam. Single men can now enjoy a 15-day 
vacation ii the Philippines for $850 (exd airfare). This kw price indudes 
hotel and exotic oriental escort for every day of your stay, plus more. 
Write for your free brochure to Vacation, PO Box 43, BeHerose, NY 
11426.(153) 

IDEAS, INVENTIONS, NEW PRODUCTS! One of Americas leading 
invention firms can help you submit to industry. Call toll free 
1-800-288-IDEA. (155) 

CR1MEF1GHTERS sere! $Z for poice catalog. B-PEC Dept SF 1189, 
Bax 7638, Moreno, CA 92303 (164) 


MEN ATTRACT WOMEN! K2rysma, a scientifically verified sexual 
pheromone, androstenone, scentuously lures women to you like wild! 
Guaranteed — period. Rush $27.95 plus $2.00 shipping: XTZ Products, 
PO Box 867461-S, Plano, TX 75066. (156) 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATORS’ NEWSLETTER: Two issues 
$2.00. Licensing Guidebook (Pi’s, FFlls Weapons) $14.95. Police Badge 
Catalog $1.00. Eagle, (S)Box 6303, Corpus Christi, TX 78466. (158) 


LOOK! LOOK! Know your opponent! Understand his character! Discover 
his secrets! Handwriting analysis reveals! Complete course $9.00. 
American Distributors, PO Box 1356, Orange, TX 77631, (153) 


STOP THE ELECTRONIC THE1VES. Techniques, equipment laws. Free 
information. SVS, 198 N. 2nd St, Suite 6, Porterville, CA 93257 or call 
209/781-2834. (153) 

INS BORDER PATROL MURDER — need information from former 
agent Interested in manual or other written agent-information. $$$Con- 
sultation. Colled (209)442-4211 Jim Reynolds/Roger K. Vehrs. (153) 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, Grenades) 
—Send $2.00 (receive $5.00 credit) for catalog. Signus, Box 33712-W6, 
Phoenix, AZ 85067. (153) 


TRAINING 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD Training, Catalog and information 
$6. (10. foreigi). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 
92706-2622. (158) 


US NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength and self 
confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the world’s most elite 
combat unit Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent., PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23455. (157) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS FIELD TRAINING: Training in the following: 
2-Member Alpine LRRP Techniques; Advanced Land Navigatmmap' 
compass; US'NATO/SOVIET weapons familiarization; basic-advanced 
rappelling. Soto wilderness survival course. Precision rifle course. Mobile 
training teams also available. Ranger Outreach Center, PO Box 1164, 
Dept. SOF Pecos, NM 87552 USA (154) 


NATIONAL ACADEMY of Investigative and security sciences. Guaran¬ 
teed quality professional training. For free information send SAS.E. to: 
National Academy, 225 Broadway, Suite 5201, San Diego, CA 92101. 
(153) 


VEHICLES 


IS fT TRUE you can buy Jeeps lor $44 through the U.S. Government? 
Get the facts today! Call 1-708-742-1142 Ext 331-A (154) 


SEE MIUTARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY as it actually happened! 
WW1 through the Faildands Campaign. Over 300 titles on 
videocasserte. Send $1 for illustrated catalog. International Historic 
Rims, DepL IIP, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (153) 


357 MAGNUM Bullet Kevchain 


ACTUAL HOLLOWPOINT 
ROUND! 

Safe. Cannot be fired. Great gift idea. ONLY 
$455 or SAVE and get two for JUST $8.95. 
Add sb of $1.30 for one or $1.80 for two. 

MAGNUM PRODUCTS 

^Dept. 100 Box 111084, Aurora, CO 80042 
CO residents add 3% sales tax. Denver add 7.3%. 
Delivered within 60 days. 



EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 


on Video for the first time 


75 minutes of poqeontry precision formotion morcNng and mStory 
ceremonial splendor. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

P.O. Box 50473. • Noshville. TN 37205 


$39.95 


VHS 

ONLY 


ELECTRONIC COUNTERMEASURES INT. has professionals and 
equipment to travel worldwide to locate bugs, telephone taps, hidden 
recorders, etc. Wb’re as dose as your phone. Who else is? To find out 
cal E.C.I. al (919)441-2706 or fax (919)491-2267. Confidentiality 
assured, new countersurveillance equipment catalog and information 
$750 to: EC.I., Dept SOF, Box 11, Powells Point NC 27966. (153) 

FATHERS: WIN primary custody of your precious children! Valuable 
information most Attorneys neglect to mention. How to find a Lawyer that 
ml reafy fight for you. Super facts that will greatly strengthen your 
position. $24.50. I.I.C.P.LL DepL 303, PO Box 575778, Salt Lake City, UT 
84157. (154) 


SURPLUS 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus Survival Items. 
Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh Whde’s Oakshire Place, Hwy 
51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (153) 


GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT AND INSIGNIA. 

Our name has meant qualty for over 65 years. Catalog, $2. Kaufmans 
Wbsl Army & Navy Goods. DepL A-218, 1660 Eubank, Afcuquerque, NM 
87112.(153) 


$3. Gets 1,000 Item Fully Illustrated Mitary Surplus Catalog, Deduct $3. 
1st Order. New-Used Military Surplus Clothing, Camping Gear, Survival 
Gear Vfoi Game Supplies. Old Sarge PX, 4344 Archer Ave., DepL 171-9, 
Chicago, IL 60632. (155) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


$ 9 £ s ?, 



ONLY 

" POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 

flCw YOf K Of 

WESTBURY SALES CO, c, " ,0,niJ - 

Dept- TA7-SF 156 Post Avenue. Westbury. New York 11590 


SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 



This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can caff and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited 

S175.00 - 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap Catalog S3.DO 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS, G03 Elgin. Muskogee, OK 74401 

g_1-800-633-TAPS 


I’M GONNA’ 



MINE 


ANTI-HANDGUN CONTROL 
WINDOW STICKER 

3V<” x4 3 /t" 

4 Stickers $5.00 Postpaid 

Bob Bates - 824 12th St . A102 
Greeley. Colorado 80631 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


SEIZED IN GOVERNMENT NARCTOICS RAIDS!! Automobiles ... Vans 
... Boats ... Furniture ... Thousands erf other items. Buy Dirt Cheap 
-Resell for BIG PROFITS! Free information: 216-453-3000, Ext A8182. 
(153) 


VIDEOS 


HALLWAY CLEARANCE TACTICS VIDEO - Newly released video 
cfiscusses tactical considerations for the L, T, Z, and intersecting 
hallways. Combining Bve action footage and animated concepts, this 
program is a must for all law enforcement personnel survivalists and 
instructors currently involved in tactical team planning. Purchase price of 
$63.00 includes postage and subscription to newsletter. All major credit 
cards accepted Write or call LETST Inc., PO Box 461, Wbterford, NY 
12188.518237-7347.(153) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 



TAKE THE INITIATIVE - Invest in an Exciting 
and High Paying Career, Brigade is a Com¬ 
plete International Small Arms and Elite 
Forces Training Facility. 


BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES 

P.O.BOX 1237, DEPT. SOF 
MOORESVILLE, NC 28115 USA 
CATALOG $3.00 PHONE (704) 063*6740 



:' '*W \ AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
r . \ German 1942 Mtg. ORIGINAL sand & dust googles, 
\ still in the* pocket pouch 

Tan Ofc. caps =New REPLICA State S-M- or 

L» Sue. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage Our 250 page fully ilustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 

gyj *;¥rrnrn CTirew.w 

Box 2063 -F St. Loull, MO 63158 



I -***IJl JUR 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAI 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

° FREE CATALOG! o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, B0X 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.0. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment Complete line of Investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 
CONTACT THE SURVEILLANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Box 535S, PA 189*6 

(215) 357-9®*5 


ARREST Violators!] 


train 
FAST _ 
AT 

HOME 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
seif reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa- 

_ _ tions, withstanding hardship!, 

frMnMfiitjiitoMtjLti JR make on the spot decisions. 
^**** m> L*c*#lekLearn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CLA , and the Secret Service. Start your 
own Investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by Calif. Dtpt, of Public Instruct . 

_ THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

” DEPT.SG006 P.O. BOX 23750. Santa Ana CA 92799 1 

| n* your “DotmdJn" C*rmr Kft^No Mteammn mftl emit, f 

I nmi___[ 


USE 
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PARTING SHOT 

by Galen Geer 

Was ABC's Objective Objectivity? 


L.AST January, ABC News anchor 
Peter Jennings took an in-depth look at 
gun control. The telecast, prepared in 
collaboration with Time Magazine, 
purported to present an "objective" 
view of the gun issue, and was widely 
acclaimed as being "fair" and "unbi¬ 
ased." Was it? 

A detailed review reveals it was 
anything but. 

Jennings' presentation consisted of 
two parts: an hour-long report entitled 
"Guns," to provide background, fol¬ 
lowed by a "P/ 2 -hour "Town Meet¬ 
ing" (a panel discussion) on the issue. 
The two presentations produced the 
following examples of "fair" and "un¬ 
biased" journalism: 

• In the background segment, ABC 
featured 24 different people speaking 
against guns and seven people speak¬ 
ing in support of gun ownership, a 
ratio of more than three to one favor¬ 
ing the anti-gun side. 

• A negative image of gun owner¬ 
ship or gun use was presented 46 
times, while pro-gun positions or im¬ 
ages were presented 13 times, again a 
ratio of more than three to one. 

• At no time did Jennings interview 
a gun-owning doctor, lawyer or other 
professional person to balance his 
interviews of professional people in 
the anti-gun segments, despite the fact 
that as a group gun owners have more 
formal education than non gun- 
owners. 

• On at least 86 occasions during 
the "Town Meeting" portion of the 
broadcast, Jennings or the anti-gun 
speakers —Sarah Brady, San Jose Po¬ 
lice Chief Joseph McNamara, and 
Senator Howard Metzenbaum (D- 
Ohio) — were allowed to present an 
anti-gun viewpoint, while the pro-gun 
side was allowed 48 presentations. 

• The forum portion of the 
presentation was supposed to allow 
speakers for both sides to present their 
views in a controlled atmosphere. 
During the broadcast, however, on at 
least 30 occasions Jennings allowed 
speakers to interrupt each other. Of 
these interruptions, 22 were made by 
the anti-gun side and eight by the pro 
side. With this unbalanced gate keep¬ 
ing, pro-gun speakers frequently were 
prevented from presenting their argu¬ 
ments in a complete, coherent man¬ 


ner. (To Jennings' credit, on 13 occa¬ 
sions he solicited information from a 
neutral position, and on one occasion 
told Chief McNamara to be quiet and 
allow the pro-gun side to finish its 
statement.) 

•The week before the show aired, 
ABC used a hidden camera to film one 
of its producers, Lisa Cohen, pur¬ 
chasing guns from stores in Las Vegas. 
During the forum, ABC presented 
footage of Ms. Cohen buying guns, but 
it did not show film of those dealers 
who had refused to sell to her. That 
omission served to portray all gun 
dealers as scofflaws and, more seri¬ 
ously, presented a false impression of 
the ease with which firearms can be 
obtained. It also left unanswered 
whether or not Ms. Cohen violated 
Federal law by buying the weapons. 
When Jennings asked her why two 
stores had refused to do business with 
her, she said in one case it was 
because she was not a resident of 
Nevada and "a couple of other 
things." If Ms. Cohen lives in a place 
where any of the guns she bought are 
illegal, her purchases would have 
constituted a felony. Jennings chose 
not to pursue that issue, despite the 
fact he almost certainly was aware of 
it, if for no other reason than a CBS 
News employee committed just such 
a crime (which the Justice Department 
chose not to prosecute) several 
months previously. 

The "Guns" portion of the ABC 
presentation began with a review of 
the Stockton school yard shootings 
and its aftermath, with interviews, 
demonstrations and presentations. 
This is legitimate journalism, as the 
show aired at about the first anni¬ 
versary of this incident. However, a 
fair presentation of the gun issue 
would have balanced the highly emo¬ 
tional and incendiary Stockton footage 
with equally powerful footage sup¬ 
porting the case for gun ownership 
and against gun control, if such foot¬ 
age exists. 

And such footage does exist. It was 
shot in Tiananmen Square and it 
vividly illustrates a central argument of 
those opposed to gun control — that 
the principal reason we have a Second 
Amendment is that an armed citizenry 
is a deterrent to tyranny, and that 
guarantee is as relevant and necessary 


in the 20th century as it was in the 
18th. Far more violence took place in 
Tiananmen Square than in Stockton, 
and many more people died, but ABC 
chose to ignore it. 

Nor did it show the expressions of 
grief by relatives of Tiananmen vic¬ 
tims, or interview any survivors — two 
particularly serious omissions because 
much of the "Guns" portion of the 
ABC presentation was devoted to 
interviews of grieving family members 
of shooting victims. Gun control advo¬ 
cates, as usual, were granted a mo¬ 
nopoly on the expression of grief. 

Americans use firearms one million 
times a year to protect themselves. 
ABC did not bother to interview any of 
them. That's a grotesque omission and 
a flagrant violation of the most ele¬ 
mentary rule of journalism, which is to 
get the other side. 

Nor was that the only way in which 
ABC used the manipulation of visual 
images to give the show an anti¬ 
gun bias. 

For instance, during the "Guns" 
segment, the spokesman for guns was 
Dale Thurston, president of Citizens 
for a better Stockton, an organization 
formed to repeal the Stockton assault 
rifle ban. Thurston presented his case 
clearly and intelligently. And while he 
spoke, ABC showed footage of a body 
being loaded onto a stretcherl A 
talking head may be dull, but this 
juxtaposition of speaker and video 
amounted to an ABC judgment on 
what the speaker was saying. ABC let 
Thurston speak his piece, but the 
visuals it ran while he was speaking 
were the network's way of calling him 
a liar. 

Surprisingly, many people believe 
ABC and Jennings tried to present a 
fair and balanced program on guns. 
The record shows otherwise. Jennings' 
presentation was fair only in the sense 
that it allowed the pro-gun side any air 
time at all. That is a major improve¬ 
ment, but hardly constitutes fair and 
balanced coverage — any more than 
would be a special on free speech 
giving three quarters of its air time to 
fascists and using film of grieving 
families of people killed in riots that 
had been incited by inflammatory 
rhetoric. 

It is a sad commentary when our 
major news media use the First 
Amendment to attack the Second, and 
not a little ironic, because if they 
succeed in nullifying the Second 
Amendment, it will make it vastly 
easier for the enemies of free speech to 
launch an assault on the First Amend¬ 
ment. Abraham Lincoln once said that 
"Those who deny freedom to others 
deserve it not for themselves." The 
people who run television news ought 
to think about that.^Sf 
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PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


Uaui Thmi 


Telephone 'Taps' 
and 'Room Bugs/ 


How They're Done, How To Defeat Them" 

This video clearly demonstrates in great detail how easily wiretapping and room 
bugging can be done and what to do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in the field of countersurveillance and privacy protection walks you 
step by step through the process of how eavesdropping is done. 

This video will give you the knowledge that normally would take years and several 
thousand dollars to learn from someone "In the business" if you could get them to 
reveal their tricks. This is truly forbidden knowledge that isn't available anywhere else. 

■ Shows in detail many of the devices that could be used to invade your privacy. * 

■ Demonstrates many of the detection devices available. - v 

■ Honest answers about what's really out there. 

■ What to look for and where to check. ^ 

This exclusive video tells it all! This is information that many people would rather you 

didn't have. Privacy is your right. Don't let others invade your business or personal life, 
find out how you can protect yourself today. 

"Telephone'Taps'and 'Room Bugs/ How They're Done, HowTo Defeat Them J 



Available in VHS format only. Reg. $99.1 


* $49.95. (Ship/lnsur. $4.] 


This could destroy your 
business...or your life! 


BODY WIRE St 
BUG DETECTOR 

TransTec silently vibrates when it detects 
a hidden RF transmitter. Can also be used 
to "sweep rooms." Small as a pack of 
cigarettes. Reg. $795. SALE $695. 

(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

VOICE CHANGER 

Fits over the handset of any telephone and electronically changes your 

ty.$298. 



voice to protect your identity.! 


. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 


TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 

The only way to protect your phone conversations is to scramble 
between the two parties. The SCRAMBLER has over 13,000 access 
codes, fits over handset, totally portable, uses 9 volt battery. 
Minimum of two required. Reg. $395. SALE $299. each. 
(Ship/lnsur. $10.) Higher Level Scramblers from $2,600. each. 

PHONE RECORDING SYSTEM 

Totally silent, starts and stops special 8 hour long play recorder every 
time any telephone on the line is used, Records both sides of the 
conversation. (See warning.) Long Play 8 Hour Recorder SI25. 
(Ship/lnsur. $7.50) Autostart $59.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

SAVE-BOTH UNITS ONLY $165. (Ship/lnsur $10) 
Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for attaching anywhere on the 
line. $10. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

TELEPHONE EAR 

This device enables you to listen to sounds in your home, office, 
warehouse, etc. from any telephone in the world. Just attach to 
telephone line, call number, enter ID code and listen. Reg. $399. 
SALE $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) (See warning.) 

WORLD'S SMALLEST MICRO- 
CASSETTE RECORDER 

Will fit inside a pack of cigarettes. The full featured RN-36 records for 
up to 90 minutes per side of a standard microcassette and comes with 
tie tack microphone, earphone, speaker/amplifier. Best microrecorder 
available. RN-36 Reg. $349. SALE $299. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

BUG DETECTOR DL-1000 

DL-1000, hand held detector, goes with you anywhere to sniff out 
"bugs" in offices, homes, etc. L.E.D. bar graph indicator leads you 
right to the RF source. Audio verification circuit confirms the 
presence of a real "bug" which prevents false alarms. $695. 
(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

PARABOLIC MICROPHONE 

Long distance parabolic microphone with custom audio amplifier and 
graphic equalizer. 18* dear plexiglass dish. Range varies greatly with 
conditions. Fully portable. Best unit available for the money. $995. 
(Ship/lnsur. $25.) (See warning.) 


PROFESSIONAL 
COUNTERMEASURES SYSTEM 

For the detection of "RF bugs," hidden microphones, carrier 
current, video cameras, laser listening devices, telephone eaves¬ 
dropping modifications, and transmitters to 1.5 GHz. This is the 
most complete package that you can buy for under $15,000. CMS-3 
Complete with Detailed Manual $2,995. (Ship/lnsur. $30.) 

BRIEFCASE 
RECORDING SYSTEM 

Remote activate the recorder from up to 30 feet away. Microphone 
and microcassette recorder totally hidden even when case is open. 
Top quality leather case. Reg. $795. SUPER SALE $499. 
(Ship/lnsur. $20.) (See warning.) 

BODY WIRE TRANSMITTER 

EP-151 transmits your voice or other sounds up to 1,000 feet away 
to the matching receiver (included) with this small (cigarette pack 
size) crystal controlled VHF transmitter. Reg. $399 SALE $299. 
Complete (Ship/lnsur. $10.) (See warning.) 

MICRO CLOSED CIRCUIT 
TV CAMERA 

Size of a cigarette pack. Includes cable and small 3" B«tW monitor. 
Pin hole lens will see through a W" hole. Camera can be hidden 
almost anywhere and has built in lens. Can be hooked up to a 
VCR. Complete Set $699. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

CONTACT MICROPHONE 

EAR-200 contact microphone with built-in amplifier can dearly 
hear a baby cry through a solid wall. Recording jack provided. 

Ideal for search and rescue teams. Earphones and 9 volt battery 
included. Weighs only 4 oz. Reg. $295. Current Stock ONLY 
$199. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) (See warning.) 

NEW 
LASER 
GUNSIGHT 

State of the art diode 
laser enclosed in a rugged 
aluminum housing. 

Usable range over 200 
yards at night. I" dot at 100 yards. Only weighs 3.5 oz. WITH 
batteries, just 4.5" long. Weaver style rings included. Fits rifle, 
pistol, shotgun with different mounts. Batteries run 16 hours 
continuous. Pressure switch activated, only on when you need it. 
Reg. $399. SALE $299. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

HELIUM NEON TUBE LASER GUNSIGHT 
The FA-6 is the world's smallest true helium neon tube laser 
gunsight. More powerful than the diode laser. 6 ” long, uses two 9 
volt batteries, built in weaver rings, weighs 11 oz. Reg. $399. 
SUPER SALE ONLY $275. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 



WALKIE TALKIE 

Model VHF-30 Is a powerful and compact, 4 channel, 5 watt VHF 
crystal controlled radio. Only 6 " tall. Range up to 7 miles line of sight. 
Built-in rechargeable batteries. High quality throughout. Comes with 
one channel installed, charger, and belt clip. $329. each. 
(Ship/lnsur. $10. per pair) 

Exclusive! VHF-30 with Optional Built-In Scrambler. Keeps 
scanners, etc. from understanding what you say over the radio. 
Installed $595. each. (Ship/lnsur. $15. per pair) 

SHOTGUN MICROPHONE 

This hand held directional microphone is coupled with an amplifier 
and headphones. Good quality. Range varies with conditions. 

Retail $499. OUR PRICE 5249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) (See warning.) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS 


Stops .357 magnum and 9mm pistol. 
High quality, made from 18 layers of 
Kevlar Rated Class I1A. Protects front 
and back. These vests are comparable to 
others at over $400. Special Purchase 
Sale ONLY $269. Call now! 
(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Optional Hardplate available — 
stops 9mm submachinegun. $99. 
(Ship/lnsur. $5.) 



BINOCULARS Si 

110 CAMERA COMBINATION 

Take a picture—color or BsW—of what you see. Uses standard 110 
film. Small yet rugged. 7 power x 35mm. S695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

LOW LEVEL LIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Clestron produces some of the best binoculars on the market. They 
have produced for us 7 power x 50 mm field of view binoculars with 
specially coated lenses that enhance what you can see at night. You 
will be amazed! This Is not Starlight or Infrared Night Vision but has 
over three times light gathering capabilities of regular binoculars. 
Ideal for surveillance night or day. $195. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

STUNLIGHT Ughtweight 

combination of a 
rechargeable flash¬ 
light and stungun. 
Carry 50,000 volts 
of protection with 
you day or night. Security that’s always in your hand when you need 
it. Complete with Charger SALE >149. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 

800 MHZ CELLULAR 
SCANNER 

Desk top scanner with two antennaes. Listen to police, fire, aircraft, 
etc. Includes VHF low, VHF high, UHF and aircraft bands. 

Model 800 XLT $399. (Ship/lnsur. $15.) 


NEW VIDEO CATALOG 
OF OUR PRODUCTS 


See our entire line of real "James Bond" devices including a!! the 
items in this ad. ONLY $14.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.) 

Printed Catalog ONLY $3. 



WARNING 


NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL 
COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 5UBJECT TO PUBUC 
LAW 90-351, TITLE III, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL* STATE AND 
FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC IT IS THE SOLE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER [NOT THE SELLERl TO CONSULT 
LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPUCABII 
TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals 

1834 First Street ■ SuiteS ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax (707)224-8702 









































1990 

SOF CONVENTION & EXPO 

SEPTEMBER 12-16, 1990 
SAHARA HOTEL — LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

To be a part of the action and adventure you must be a registered 1990 SOF Conventioneer. And, if you send in your pre-registration 
fee of $135.00 by August 10,1990, SOF Magazine will send you through the muscle-pounding Operation Headhunter Obstacle Course 
FREE — our gift to you for being a part of this exciting week. But huny, this offer expires August 10,1990 and is limited to the 1st 300 
participants. Registration fee after August 10,1990 is $150.00 and does not include the Operation Headhunter Obstacle Course. 

□ YES! I want to be a part of the 1990 SOF Convention & Expo and take a shot at the Operation Headhunter Course on you. I understand 
that my pre-registration must be received by August 10, 1990 to receive this special offer. Sign me up for only $135.00. 1990 SOF 
Convention registration fee after August 10,1990 is $150.00 and does not include Operation Headhunter. 

□ Check/MO Enclosed, made payable to SOF Convention '90 

□ Mastercard □ Visa Card #_ Exp._ C790 

Signature__ 


Name 


Address 
City_ 


State. 


Phone # 


T-shirt size 


Zip 











SOMEDAY ALL HANDGUNS 
WILL BE THIS GOOD. 



\Rfhile other companies were improving upon the technology of 
the past, GLOCK was busy perfecting the technology needed for 
the 2lst Century. 

Polymer technology. 

You can see it in the complete line of GLOCK 9mm, semi-automatic 
pistols. Hailed by police and sportsmen alike, these remarkable hand¬ 
guns fire even the most advanced ammunition with unfailing accuracy. 

Find out for yourself what makes the GLOCK so good. And why it’s been 
setting new standards for simplicity, reliability, cost effectiveness and safety. 

Contact your nearest dealer for a free GLOCK brochure. Or write or call 
CLOCK, INC. today. 



GLOCKflNC. 

P.O. Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 • (404)432-1202 
Telex: 543353 Gtock Atl UD • Fax: (404) 433-8719 























